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As the United States approaches the 2020 presidential election, our young learners and emerging leaders will encounter 
civics and government in ways that will allow them to bridge standards taught in classrooms to real-world experiences.  
The increased campaign coverage on social media sites, music platforms, and TV broadcasts gives students the 
opportunity to embrace politics, inquire about freedoms and rights, and discuss civics and social topics. 
 
The Social Studies Department reviewed several resources that align with the Georgia Standards of Excellence that can 
be used by families to celebrate and navigate the events leading up to election day 2020.   
 
Georgia Standards of Excellence 
 

The Georgia Department of Education provides content standards to guide students’ learning on history, civics and 
government, geography, and economics. These interrelated domains are taught in elementary grades in a progression that 
builds from one grade level to the next. Below is a chart illustrating some standards taught at the elementary level to 
prepare students for civic participation and better understandings of our national government.  
 

 
K 

• SSKH2h - Identify the following American symbol: White House (identify image and associate 
with Presidents Day and the current president). 

• SSKCG2 - Describe examples of positive character traits exhibited by good citizens such as 
honesty, patriotism, courtesy, respect, pride, and self-control. 

 
 

1 

• SS1CG2 - Explore the concept of patriotism through the words in the songs America (My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee) and America the Beautiful (for example: brotherhood, liberty, 
freedom, pride, etc.). 

• SS1CG1 - Describe how the historical figures in SS1H1a display positive character traits such 
as: fairness, respect for others, respect for the environment, courage, equality, 
tolerance, perseverance, and commitment. 

 
2 

• SS2CG1 - Define the concept of government and the need for rules and laws. 

• SS2CG2a - Identify the following elected officials of the executive branch and where they work: 
President (leader of our nation) and Washington, D.C. – White House. 

 
 

3 

• SS3CG1a - Describe the elements of representative democracy/republic in the United States.  
Describe the three branches of national government: executive (president), 
legislative (Congress), and judicial (Supreme Court of the United States). 

• SS3CG2 - Explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and 
principles, both personal and civic. 

 
4 

• SS4CG2 - Explain the importance of freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

• SS4CG1d  - Describe the meaning of: Representative democracy/republic. 

 
 

5 

• SS5CG1a - Explain how a citizen’s rights are protected under the U.S. Constitution. Explain the 
responsibilities of a citizen. 

• SS5CG3a - Explain how amendments to the U. S. Constitution have maintained a 
representative democracy/republic. Explain how voting rights are protected by the 
15th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, and 26th amendments. 

     *This is not a comprehensive list. 
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Elementary Grades 
 

In elementary grades, families are encouraged to support students’ curiosity to learn more about their roles as citizens, 
their rights, and the role of the president. Included below are activities that are age-appropriate and aligned to the Georgia 
Standards of Excellence for grades K-5. Several activities are provided for students in grade bands (K-2 and 3-5) to offer 
multiple options for families who would like to include learning opportunities about the elections process while at home. 
 

Grade 
Band 

Resource Description 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K-2 
 

- Duck for President read-aloud 
- Duck for President Parent Companion 

The video read-aloud of children’s book, Duck for 
President, shows how one farm animal decides to 
hold an election to run the farm. The parent 
companion was designed by the Social Studies 
Department to assist parents as they read the book 
with students. 

- Ducksters, How Voting Works? 
 

As an informative and child-friendly website, 
Ducksters offers unbiased answers to questions 
such as: (1) who can vote, (2) is voting important, 
and (3) why do we have political parties? This 
activity includes a recorded reading of the article as 
well as a 10-question quiz. 

- A Mock Election for Little Learners Blogger and former teacher from A Dab of Glue Will 
Do shares sample ballots and voting booths that 
can be easily recreated at home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3-5 
 

- If I Ran for President read-aloud 
- Additional digital activities for the book  

Child actors affiliated with the Screen Actors Guild 
(SAG) recorded a read-aloud of the book If I Ran for 
President written by Catherine Stier, illustrated by 
Lynne Avril Cravath. Readers (Lonnie Chavis, 
Parker Bates, and Mackenzie Hancsicsak) are 
actors on the tv show, This is Us.  

- Speechwriting as the President of the United 
States 

Each president delivers an inaugural address, which 
is a speech delivered to introduce intentions as 
leader of the United States. This activity provides a 
step-by-step guide for students to prepare a speech 
to the American people as if elected to the office. 

Becoming an Informed Voter - Referendums 
 
The following materials are suggested: 
- Vocabulary Builder 
- Ballot Questions 
- Actual Referendum Questions 

The Informed Voter activity from the Center for Civic 
Education shows students the value of becoming an 
informed voter. Parents are asked to guide students 
on the three documents located under Resources, 
and students are encouraged to read the actual 
referendum questions AFTER submitting their 
ballots. Parents can access follow-up questions at 
www.civiced.org.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3kQdyqOGj8
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/flowersc1_fultonschools_org/EaSOjcV6mMpHoVFlTinRBZoBV9UF-NsTDN7jZ-nxAh4DTA?e=ysMRBJ
https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government_voting.php
https://www.adabofgluewilldo.com/mock-election-little-learners/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYtFJfI9KMA
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-i-ran-president
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fteacher.scholastic.com%2Fwritewit%2Fspeech%2Fwriteit.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cflowersc1%40fultonschools.org%7C45118a81f38341da0ba108d86bb372be%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637377765770898049&sdata=hc5PZnIRuM7sQBQ9dNttBZZvklnK38O0gCIGi%2BK33F8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fteacher.scholastic.com%2Fwritewit%2Fspeech%2Fwriteit.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cflowersc1%40fultonschools.org%7C45118a81f38341da0ba108d86bb372be%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637377765770898049&sdata=hc5PZnIRuM7sQBQ9dNttBZZvklnK38O0gCIGi%2BK33F8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.civiced.org/voting-lessons/middle/fall-lesson-2a-becoming-an-informed-voter-preparing-for-the-general-election
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzMwyWLiTVlWZGYwYTdhMmMtNWU2Yi00YTgxLWI1ZTAtMDA3NDg5MjQ5YjE0/view?hl=en&authkey=CMGWimA
file:///C:/Users/flowersc1/Downloads/ElementaryLesson4SH6.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzMwyWLiTVlWOWEyNWEwMDEtNTRjYS00YWVlLThmYzktZmY0YmEyOGJhNDE1/view?hl=en&authkey=CLPA9OQK
http://www.civiced.org/
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Secondary Grades 
 

In middle school, students enrolled in Social Studies courses learn about world governments, build connections between 

their environment and the global community, and conduct research that shows similarities and differences in civics and 

government concepts based on history, geography, and cultural norms. Below are a variety of activities for family 

engagement and discussion appropriate for middle-schoolers.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6-8 
 

Win the White House iCivics provides a free and interactive digital game 
where students build a presidential campaign and 
simulate a presidential election. Students create a 
candidate profile, raise funds for a successful 
campaign, and poll potential voters.  

C-SPAN Classroom – Campaign 2020 
 
The following videos are suggested: 
- Campaign 2020 and Mail-in Voting 
- The Structure of the 2020 Presidential 

Debates 

C-SPAN offers videos that explain the various 
aspects of the election process. Selected 
videos are short and informative. Videos 
explain the different types of mail-voting and 
differences between primary and presidential 
debates.  

Britannica’s ProCon.org 
 
The following videos are suggested: 
- Should the US Economy Be Shut Down 

again during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
Pandemic if Recommended by Scientists? 

- Should Voters Be Required to Show Photo 
Identification in Order to Vote? 

ProCon.org is a website that boasts neither 
conservative nor liberal ideas; instead, it 
documents candidates’ perspectives on 
popular issues using their own comments 
during the presidential campaign. The two 
suggested questions were answered by 
presidential candidates showing their ‘pro’ or 
‘con’ stance on the issues.  

 

American Government and Civics serves as one of the graduation requirements for a high school diploma and is a course 

in which students learn more about their national government, political figures, civil liberties and rights, and criminal justice. 

Other high school courses, such as United States History and Sociology, provide opportunities to engage in civic discourse 

about society and civic-related topics. Below are suggested activities families can explore together as the nation 

approaches the presidential election.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9-12 
 

A Starting Point, What are current voting rights 
issues? 
 
 
 
 

Chris Evans, famous actor appearing as Captain 
America in Marvel films, co-founded a video-based 
civic engagement platform that provides bipartisan 
perspectives. In this ASP question, six political 
figures (three democrats and three republicans) 
answer the question, “What are current voting 
rights issues?”  

Youth Voices: A Student Town Hall on the 2020 
Election  

The National Council for Social Studies is holding a 
student town hall. All students are invited to 
participate. Students can submit a pre-recorded 
video answering two town hall questions, what 
issues matter most to you and what do they think it 
means to be a citizen?  

All Sides, Perspectives: The 2020 Vice 
Presidential Debate 

All Sides collects news stories across the political 
spectrum to show “all sides” including left (Politico), 
center (Reuters), and right (The American 
Spectator). The selected ‘perspective’ covers the 
vice presidential debate.  

 

https://www.icivics.org/node/67038/resource
https://sites.google.com/view/c-span-classroom-campaign-2020/home
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17027
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4904206/structure-2020-presidential-debates
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4904206/structure-2020-presidential-debates
https://2020election.procon.org/view.answers.election.php?questionID=002257
https://2020election.procon.org/view.answers.election.php?questionID=002257
https://2020election.procon.org/view.answers.election.php?questionID=002257
https://2020election.procon.org/view.answers.election.php?questionID=002198
https://2020election.procon.org/view.answers.election.php?questionID=002198
https://www.astartingpoint.com/topics/gov/voterights/what-are-current-voting-rights-issues_qPXN8QwXa_akzEP9Lli
https://www.astartingpoint.com/topics/gov/voterights/what-are-current-voting-rights-issues_qPXN8QwXa_akzEP9Lli
https://email.socialstudies.org/e2t/tc/VWHs5C2swvnDW6dWbQs3RdMRTW3rtmkr4gQDlgN1HNy_33lGn_V1-WJV7Cg-ssW4Lh6qh2jt_fNW1GBT7F73YxpfVh1BhM3y28r4W8QTsMP3bXj44W1Jbl6K2S2pQ0N5vmTSzgWhGlW63vcxt4fWTRJVvmvh_4QlKCRW7mkvlc8QS7ZfW7znxd63ZqybjW7DFc-h5z3wZGW8_Q9jJ1s7xV6W1c8l9f5Vd8xYW2Z1f-L3nWM0rMlzVT3xdSVNW5_Frqq4nMwFPW48QWDW5WbQnqW2lVXpd7yLSntW1MN3tB9930wBW3ql2215BK2vKW34wlZ42wJCX1W7wswhL2395TXW6KB01S623Jb6N17p0CD1C_frW3dK-dR4yxqqbV7vGy44MnkX8W29DLtT6dJ9FyW53_dwq8_n9GLW8QkfN81XnW6nW4YNGC54RMpcy3j1M1
https://email.socialstudies.org/e2t/tc/VWHs5C2swvnDW6dWbQs3RdMRTW3rtmkr4gQDlgN1HNy_33lGn_V1-WJV7Cg-ssW4Lh6qh2jt_fNW1GBT7F73YxpfVh1BhM3y28r4W8QTsMP3bXj44W1Jbl6K2S2pQ0N5vmTSzgWhGlW63vcxt4fWTRJVvmvh_4QlKCRW7mkvlc8QS7ZfW7znxd63ZqybjW7DFc-h5z3wZGW8_Q9jJ1s7xV6W1c8l9f5Vd8xYW2Z1f-L3nWM0rMlzVT3xdSVNW5_Frqq4nMwFPW48QWDW5WbQnqW2lVXpd7yLSntW1MN3tB9930wBW3ql2215BK2vKW34wlZ42wJCX1W7wswhL2395TXW6KB01S623Jb6N17p0CD1C_frW3dK-dR4yxqqbV7vGy44MnkX8W29DLtT6dJ9FyW53_dwq8_n9GLW8QkfN81XnW6nW4YNGC54RMpcy3j1M1
https://www.allsides.com/story/perspectives-2020-vice-presidential-debate

