
 

 

 
News for the Week of March 3 
 
All School 

 

STATE CHAMPIONS! 
Congratulations to the Varsity Boys’ Basketball team on an amazing season and for winning 
the first state championship in school history! The team won 61–53 this past Thursday night 
in the TAPPS 3A State Championship game in Waco in front of a lively St. Francis crowd. A 
big thank-you to everyone who came up to Waco to support the team—students, parents, 
administrators, fans, and the Cheer Team—and to the many others who were following 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/academics/weekly-division-info#fs-panel-2903


online or via social media. The energy was outstanding in the gym, and it was a great 
championship atmosphere. Go Wolves! 

 
Thank You for a Record-Breaking Gala 
There truly is “no place like home"! Thank you to the almost 800 St. Francis School 
community members who were able to join us in the Emerald City on February 24 for the 
2024 Gala. It was truly a spectacular and record-breaking evening! Because of the 
generosity of our community and the tireless work of our chairs, Rory Bellow and 
Taylor Shaver, and of our fantastic committee of Gala volunteers, our preliminary 
figures indicate that we raised over $700,000 to support school-security initiatives and 
over $600,000 to establish the Father Bob Wismer People for Others Endowed Fund 
for Tuition Assistance. This endowed fund will live on in perpetuity, helping deserving 
students receive a St. Francis education and contribute to our community for generations to 
come. 

If you weren't able to attend the Gala and would still like contribute to the Father Bob Wismer 
People for Others Endowed Fund, please click here. If you would like to watch a brief video 
about Father Wismer and what he means to our St. Francis community, please click here. 
  

Please Vote for St. Francis by TONIGHT: Go Texan Day Video Contest 
Cast your vote by 11:59 p.m. tonight (Sunday, March 3) to help St. Francis win Rodeo 
Houston’s Go Texan Day video contest! Click here, select the “Schools (K–12 and Higher 
Education)” category, scroll down to watch St. Francis’s Go Texan Day video, and cast your 
vote. Thank you, pardner! 

 
Festival Is April 28: Pre-Purchase T-shirts and Wristbands by Friday 
Mark your calendar! The St. Francis Festival is Sunday, April 28, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

• New! All-You-Can Ride Wristbands: The only way to ride the ponies and rides or to 
visit the petting zoo, wristbands are $10 when purchased in advance or $15 at the 
event. 

• New! Eat, Drink, and Play Punch Cards: All festival purchases will be made using 
punch cards, sold in advance and at the event in values of $10, $20, and $50. Be sure 
to get a lanyard so your child can keep track of his or her punch cards! 

• New! Enjoy seven new rides, a photo booth, live goldfish, and frozen sangria!  
• Other Goodies: Be sure to purchase your FestivalYeti and get unlimited free drinks at 

the event. If you want to park on campus, purchase a parking pass. Otherwise, 
shuttles will run from Chapelwood. 

Visit the Festival website to register and to purchase T-shirts, wristbands, punch cards, 
sponsorships, and more! Act now—T-shirt and wristband pre-purchases close Friday, 
March 8, at 4:00 p.m. 
  

https://giving.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/give/general_giving#gift-amount-step
https://vimeo.com/916789052/4a5ca2358f?share=copy
https://m.cmpgn.page/vLMM4X
https://stfrancishouston.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/StFrancisFestival2024/tabid/1418442/Default.aspx


Take the Pledge—Spread the Word: Inclusion Campaign 
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, and St. Francis is proud to support 
inclusion and acceptance for all! Join us in spreading love and understanding with the 
Spread the Word: Inclusion campaign. Take the pledge today and help make our 
community even more awesome!  
  

SFPO Nominations: Last Day to Submit Is TOMORROW 
Tomorrow—Monday, March 4—is the last day to submit nominations to serve on the SFPO 
Executive Committee for the 2024–25 school year.  

• If you are interested in serving on the SFPO Executive Committee—or know someone 
who is interested—please fill out this form. Self-nominations are highly encouraged! 

• Click here to view the list of positions for which nominations are currently being 
accepted. 
  

Pack the Park: Join Us March 21 
Hey, Wolf Pack! Save the date for the first-ever Pack the Park event at 6:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 21, at the Memorial Park baseball field. We’ll cheer on our Varsity Baseball 
Team as they play Westbury Christian. There will be food, Cracker Jacks, Big League Chew, 
Kona Ice, and good ole baseball fun. More details coming soon. Can’t wait to see you there! 
 
 
Primary School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
Over the span of my 42-year career, I’ve been a teacher and administrator. I’ve served in 
many capacities—but what I have not been is a coach. I know from my colleagues that I 
have missed out on an opportunity that is unique to that role. I have also seen the difference 
that coaches have made in my children’s lives, and in the lives of our St. Francis students. 
Our coaching staff models the work ethic, character, and teamwork they want to see on our 
fields and courts. They also honor the “student” in “student-athlete.” Our students benefit 
from the time, talents, and life lessons shared by our coaches. 

The stories of great coaches and their influence on people’s lives are infinite. At Episcopal 
School of Baton Rouge, where my children graduated from high school, Claney Duplechin is 
an icon. He’s been at the school for 46 years as the cross-country and track-and-field coach. 
His local, state, and national Coach of the Year awards pay testament to his success. He’s 
won thirty-one state championships (twenty-two in a row). Coach “Dupe” and his student-
athletes adhere to the motto, “Go Knights! Good People! Have Fun! State Champs!”    

But when you talk to this coach, he is quick to say that the “State Champs” part of that motto 
is not his focus. Is it fun to win? Yes, but that’s not what he says gets him up in the morning. 
What has kept him coaching and teaching is the opportunity to help young people. Character 
matters more to him than winning. He explains that rather than a win, he would rather have 

https://www.spreadtheword.global/pledge
https://forms.gle/zfGVEbJrCNH7jUdC7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11xbqJmlGviX3wlrnZ15Ud831CIqINLIM/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16032


100 percent of his runners set personal records in a meet. Experiencing the benefits of hard 
work and perseverance are lessons that last beyond high school.  

In the book The Legends Club: Dean Smith, Mike Krzyzewski, Jim Valvano, and an Epic 
College Basketball Rivalry, author and Washington Post sportswriter John Feinstein tells the 
story of the late Dean Smith, storied head coach of the North Carolina men’s basketball team 
from 1961–1997. As an assistant coach in 1958, Smith brought a black member of his 
church to a segregated restaurant in Chapel Hill. This was the place he often brought his 
team for dinner on game days. Smith’s pastor, The Reverend Robert Seymour, shared the 
story with Feinstein. Eager to know more about the courage it took to challenge segregation 
practices, Feinstein asked Smith to tell him more. Smith was visibly unhappy that this had 
been shared by his pastor. Feinstein said, “You should be proud of doing something like 
that.” Smith responded, “You should never be proud of doing the right thing. You should just 
do the right thing.” Feinstein writes, “To this day, the line takes my breath away. The line was 
Dean Smith.”    

Is there a line that takes your breath away? Is there a lesson that has sustained you into 
adulthood? Is there a coach whose influence has made you a better person? Let them know. 
No matter how long it has been, they would love to hear from you. 

Warmly, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, March 4 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 5 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 

 

Wednesday, March 6 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 



• Primary I Sings in Chapel (Agee, Ferguson, and Scriber) 

 

Monday, March 11–Friday, March 15 

• Spring Break: No school 

 

Monday, March 18 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 19 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 

 

Wednesday, March 20 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 

• Primary I Sings in Chapel (Avila and Greenwood) 

 

Monday, March 25 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 26 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 

 

  



Wednesday, March 27 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 

• Primary II Fathers and Friends Picnic: 11:00 a.m.; bring lunch for you and your child 

 

Friday, March 29 

• Good Friday Holiday: No school 

 

Monday, April 1 

• Easter Monday Holiday: No school 

 

Tuesday, April 2 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 

 

Wednesday, April 3 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 

• Primary I Fathers and Friends Picnic: 11:00 a.m.; bring lunch for you and your child 

 

Monday, April 8 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, April 9 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 



 

Wednesday, April 10 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 

 

Friday, April 12 

• Primary II Plays 

 

Monday, April 15 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, April 16 

• Chapel for Primary II and Pre-Primary (Husain, Oteiza, and Griffith): Primary II parents 
may attend 

 

Wednesday, April 17 

• Chapel for Primary I and Pre-Primary (Labarthe and Britton): Primary I parents may 
attend 

 

Friday, April 19 

• PS Parent Conference Day: Student holiday 

 
Lower School 
  
From the Assistant Head of School 
Over the span of my 42-year career, I’ve been a teacher and administrator. I’ve served in 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16034


many capacities—but what I have not been is a coach. I know from my colleagues that I 
have missed out on an opportunity that is unique to that role. I have also seen the difference 
that coaches have made in my children’s lives, and in the lives of our St. Francis students. 
Our coaching staff models the work ethic, character, and teamwork they want to see on our 
fields and courts. They also honor the “student” in “student-athlete.” Our students benefit 
from the time, talents, and life lessons shared by our coaches. 

The stories of great coaches and their influence on people’s lives are infinite. At Episcopal 
School of Baton Rouge, where my children graduated from high school, Claney Duplechin is 
an icon. He’s been at the school for 46 years as the cross-country and track-and-field coach. 
His local, state, and national Coach of the Year awards pay testament to his success. He’s 
won thirty-one state championships (twenty-two in a row). Coach “Dupe” and his student-
athletes adhere to the motto, “Go Knights! Good People! Have Fun! State Champs!”    

But when you talk to this coach, he is quick to say that the “State Champs” part of that motto 
is not his focus. Is it fun to win? Yes, but that’s not what he says gets him up in the morning. 
What has kept him coaching and teaching is the opportunity to help young people. Character 
matters more to him than winning. He explains that rather than a win, he would rather have 
100 percent of his runners set personal records in a meet. Experiencing the benefits of hard 
work and perseverance are lessons that last beyond high school.  

In the book The Legends Club: Dean Smith, Mike Krzyzewski, Jim Valvano, and an Epic 
College Basketball Rivalry, author and Washington Post sportswriter John Feinstein tells the 
story of the late Dean Smith, storied head coach of the North Carolina men’s basketball team 
from 1961–1997. As an assistant coach in 1958, Smith brought a black member of his 
church to a segregated restaurant in Chapel Hill. This was the place he often brought his 
team for dinner on game days. Smith’s pastor, The Reverend Robert Seymour, shared the 
story with Feinstein. Eager to know more about the courage it took to challenge segregation 
practices, Feinstein asked Smith to tell him more. Smith was visibly unhappy that this had 
been shared by his pastor. Feinstein said, “You should be proud of doing something like 
that.” Smith responded, “You should never be proud of doing the right thing. You should just 
do the right thing.” Feinstein writes, “To this day, the line takes my breath away. The line was 
Dean Smith.”    

Is there a line that takes your breath away? Is there a lesson that has sustained you into 
adulthood? Is there a coach whose influence has made you a better person? Let them know. 
No matter how long it has been, they would love to hear from you. 

Warmly, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 

 

  



Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, March 4 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

Tuesday, March 5 

• Lower School Class Photos: 8:50–11:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, March 6 

• Late-Start Day: Classes begin at 10:00 a.m. 
• Third-Grade Art à la Carte Field Trip (Menil): 10:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. 

 

Thursday, March 7 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

Monday, March 11–Friday, March 15 

• Spring Break: No school 

 
Middle School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
Over the span of my 42-year career, I’ve been a teacher and administrator. I’ve served in 
many capacities—but what I have not been is a coach. I know from my colleagues that I 
have missed out on an opportunity that is unique to that role. I have also seen the difference 
that coaches have made in my children’s lives, and in the lives of our St. Francis students. 
Our coaching staff models the work ethic, character, and teamwork they want to see on our 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16036


fields and courts. They also honor the “student” in “student-athlete.” Our students benefit 
from the time, talents, and life lessons shared by our coaches. 

The stories of great coaches and their influence on people’s lives are infinite. At Episcopal 
School of Baton Rouge, where my children graduated from high school, Claney Duplechin is 
an icon. He’s been at the school for 46 years as the cross-country and track-and-field coach. 
His local, state, and national Coach of the Year awards pay testament to his success. He’s 
won thirty-one state championships (twenty-two in a row). Coach “Dupe” and his student-
athletes adhere to the motto, “Go Knights! Good People! Have Fun! State Champs!”    

But when you talk to this coach, he is quick to say that the “State Champs” part of that motto 
is not his focus. Is it fun to win? Yes, but that’s not what he says gets him up in the morning. 
What has kept him coaching and teaching is the opportunity to help young people. Character 
matters more to him than winning. He explains that rather than a win, he would rather have 
100 percent of his runners set personal records in a meet. Experiencing the benefits of hard 
work and perseverance are lessons that last beyond high school.  

In the book The Legends Club: Dean Smith, Mike Krzyzewski, Jim Valvano, and an Epic 
College Basketball Rivalry, author and Washington Post sportswriter John Feinstein tells the 
story of the late Dean Smith, storied head coach of the North Carolina men’s basketball team 
from 1961–1997. As an assistant coach in 1958, Smith brought a black member of his 
church to a segregated restaurant in Chapel Hill. This was the place he often brought his 
team for dinner on game days. Smith’s pastor, The Reverend Robert Seymour, shared the 
story with Feinstein. Eager to know more about the courage it took to challenge segregation 
practices, Feinstein asked Smith to tell him more. Smith was visibly unhappy that this had 
been shared by his pastor. Feinstein said, “You should be proud of doing something like 
that.” Smith responded, “You should never be proud of doing the right thing. You should just 
do the right thing.” Feinstein writes, “To this day, the line takes my breath away. The line was 
Dean Smith.”    

Is there a line that takes your breath away? Is there a lesson that has sustained you into 
adulthood? Is there a coach whose influence has made you a better person? Let them know. 
No matter how long it has been, they would love to hear from you. 

Warmly, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 

 
Cascarones Sales Close Tomorrow: NJHS Confetti Egg Smash Is Wednesday 
Last chance to crack an egg over someone’s head! Tomorrow—Monday, March 4—is the 
final day to purchase $5 cartons of confetti eggs in support of our National Junior Honor 
Society Service Project. Proceeds will go toward the purchase of school uniforms for 
preschool children. Support Generation One and have a blast at the Confetti Egg Bash this 



Wednesday, March 6.  
  

A Note About Community Service Hours 
St. Francis Episcopal School recognizes and celebrates students who involve themselves in 
helping others. During the 2023–24 school year, students in each grade level are required 
to complete a minimum number of service hours, as follows: 

• Fifth Grade: 10 hours 
• Sixth Grade: 10 hours 
• Seventh Grade: 15 hours 
• Eighth Grade: 20 hours 

At the Recognition and Awards Ceremony in the spring, students in any grade level who 
have completed 20, 30, 50, or 100+ service hours during the school term will receive 
a certificate recognizing their achievements. In addition, one graduating student will be 
recognized for exemplifying and representing the quality of being a “person for others.” 

To submit your service hours, complete this Community Service Hours Request Form and 
drop it off in the Middle School Office or email it to Sarah Flores. 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, March 4 

• “A” Day 
• Dress Uniform 
• Last Day to Purchase Cascarones for the NJHS Spring Break Kickoff Confetti Egg 

Smash 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55–10:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 

 

Tuesday, March 5 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Wednesday, March 6 

• Late-Start Day: Classes begin at 10:00 a.m. 
• “A” Day 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iwGtAQgBkZjOJTbwUzFkKcDJTbRuPCCJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114366889468877546532&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:sflores@stfrancishouston.org


• Regular Uniform 
• NJHS Spring Break Kickoff Confetti Egg Smash: During Advisory  

 

Thursday, March 7 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 
• Sixth-Grade History Day 
• Eighth-Grade Art à la Carte Field Trip 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55–10:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 

 

Friday, March 8 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform or St. Francis Spirit Shirt and Jeans 
• Fifth- and Eighth-Grade History Day 
• Club 2 

 

Monday, March 11–Friday, March 15 

• Spring Break: No school 

 

Monday, March 18 

• “B” Day 
• Dress Uniform 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55–10:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 

 

Tuesday, March 19 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 



Wednesday, March 20 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Thursday, March 21 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55–10:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 

 

Friday, March 22 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform or St. Francis Spirit Shirt and Jeans 
• Club 1 

 
Upper School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
Over the span of my 42-year career, I’ve been a teacher and administrator. I’ve served in 
many capacities—but what I have not been is a coach. I know from my colleagues that I 
have missed out on an opportunity that is unique to that role. I have also seen the difference 
that coaches have made in my children’s lives, and in the lives of our St. Francis students. 
Our coaching staff models the work ethic, character, and teamwork they want to see on our 
fields and courts. They also honor the “student” in “student-athlete.” Our students benefit 
from the time, talents, and life lessons shared by our coaches. 

The stories of great coaches and their influence on people’s lives are infinite. At Episcopal 
School of Baton Rouge, where my children graduated from high school, Claney Duplechin is 
an icon. He’s been at the school for 46 years as the cross-country and track-and-field coach. 
His local, state, and national Coach of the Year awards pay testament to his success. He’s 
won thirty-one state championships (twenty-two in a row). Coach “Dupe” and his student-
athletes adhere to the motto, “Go Knights! Good People! Have Fun! State Champs!”    

But when you talk to this coach, he is quick to say that the “State Champs” part of that motto 
is not his focus. Is it fun to win? Yes, but that’s not what he says gets him up in the morning. 
What has kept him coaching and teaching is the opportunity to help young people. Character 
matters more to him than winning. He explains that rather than a win, he would rather have 
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100 percent of his runners set personal records in a meet. Experiencing the benefits of hard 
work and perseverance are lessons that last beyond high school.  

In the book The Legends Club: Dean Smith, Mike Krzyzewski, Jim Valvano, and an Epic 
College Basketball Rivalry, author and Washington Post sportswriter John Feinstein tells the 
story of the late Dean Smith, storied head coach of the North Carolina men’s basketball team 
from 1961–1997. As an assistant coach in 1958, Smith brought a black member of his 
church to a segregated restaurant in Chapel Hill. This was the place he often brought his 
team for dinner on game days. Smith’s pastor, The Reverend Robert Seymour, shared the 
story with Feinstein. Eager to know more about the courage it took to challenge segregation 
practices, Feinstein asked Smith to tell him more. Smith was visibly unhappy that this had 
been shared by his pastor. Feinstein said, “You should be proud of doing something like 
that.” Smith responded, “You should never be proud of doing the right thing. You should just 
do the right thing.” Feinstein writes, “To this day, the line takes my breath away. The line was 
Dean Smith.”    

Is there a line that takes your breath away? Is there a lesson that has sustained you into 
adulthood? Is there a coach whose influence has made you a better person? Let them know. 
No matter how long it has been, they would love to hear from you. 

Warmly, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 

 
Celebrate Women’s History Month: Wear Purple This Friday 
Celebrate International Women’s Day and honor influential women past and present by 
wearing purple with your Spirit dress this Friday, March 8. 

 
Sign Up Now: For-Credit Summer Geometry Class 
This summer, St. Francis will be offering a for-credit geometry class for SFES students in 
grades 10–12. Register now through our Summer on the Point (SOTP) summer camp web 
page. 

• The four-week course will be held on Mondays through Thursdays from June 17 to 
July 18, with a break over the week of July 4 when campus is closed. Sessions will be 
held on Couper Campus and will run from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily. 

• More information—including the course description and details on cost and required 
materials—can be found on pages 28–29 of the SOTP course catalog, here. 

 
Upcoming Program for Grades 9–11: Navigating College Admissions Tests  
Families of students in grades 9–11 are invited to attend "Navigating College Admissions 
Tests" on Tuesday, March 5, at 7:00 p.m. at The Kinkaid School. Compass Education will 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/summer-camps
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discuss college entrance exams and test-optional admissions policies. This is useful for 
students and parents.  

• Topics to be covered include the following: 
o Responding to test-optional policies 
o Choosing between the SAT and ACT 
o Understanding the new PSAT and SAT 
o Debunking testing myths 
o Finding the optimal testing timeline 
o Test prep scope and expectations 

• Click here to register. 

 
Be Sure to Sign Up for Wednesday's Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Be sure to sign up for Parent-Teacher Conferences, which are scheduled for this 
Wednesday, March 6.  

• Parents should have received an email with instructions on how to sign up through the 
Parent Portal. 

• Because of Upper School conferences, March 6 will be a student holiday. 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, March 4 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Tuesday, March 5 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Wednesday, March 6 

• Parent-Teacher Conferences: No school for students 

 

  

https://www.compassprep.com/schools/houston/


Thursday, March 7 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Friday, March 8 

• “A” Day 
• SFES Spirit Dress: Wear a St. Francis Spirit shirt with full-length jeans or uniform 

bottoms 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:30 a.m. in Crum Gym 

 

Monday, March 11–Friday, March 15 

• Spring Break: No school 

 
Church 
 
2024 Lenten Challenge: Add Prayer + Give Alms 
Each year, St. Francis puts before our parish family a Lenten Challenge designed to engage 
our souls and our wills. This year, parishioners and friends of St. Francis are challenged to 
do two things: 

• Add daily prayer to your life during Lent. Please click here to see page 3 of our 
Lent and Holy Week booklet for more details about how to easily enhance your 
spiritual life through daily prayer. 

• Give alms to your needy homeless neighbors by supporting Lord of the Streets 
Houston (LOTS Houston), an Episcopal Mission in downtown Houston. 

o Lord of the Streets is a church community that relieves suffering and restores 
dignity by rebuilding lives through ministries and relationships with people 
facing homelessness. 

o LOTS meets people’s physical needs by providing or hosting life-sustaining 
services (meals, showers, clothing, medical care, mental health services, a 
vision clinic, a mailing address, etc.), and offers faith and community to meet 
people’s spiritual and relational needs, as well. 

 
The Letter of James: Wednesday Evening Lenten Study Continues 
Come along and take a good look at The Letter of James. Utterly unique among the works of 
the New Testament, this letter is loaded with practical and spiritual help for real life. James 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16042
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addresses things such as the difference between genuine faith and counterfeit faith. How do 
we know our faith is real? Can we know joy even in trials? Can we know patience in 
suffering? We’ll cover the five chapters in The Letter of James in five sessions, with three 
remaining. Each will take place at 7:00 p.m. on the following Wednesdays: March 6, 
March 13, and March 20. 

Join us for the full Wednesday Evening Program: 

• 6:00 p.m.—Holy Eucharist in the St. Clare Chapel 
• 6:30 p.m.—Dinner ($15 per person at the door) 
• 7:00 p.m.—Teaching and discussion on James, taught by Fr. Stuart Bates and Fr. 

David Price 

Contact Fr. David Price for more information. 

 
Forgiveness Workshop Is March 23 
Father Bates will lead a forgiveness workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the Hogan Board 
Room. Consider whom you need to forgive, and work through a process of learning to 
release others and yourself. Light snacks will be served. To RSVP, email Sally Jo Flores or 
call 713.782.1270. 
  

Palm Sunday Passion Pageant Is March 24 
Join us on Sunday, March 24, at 9:00 a.m. for our annual LIVE Palm Sunday Passion 
Pageant. Children and teens are invited to participate as we re-enact the events of Holy 
Week, waving palm branches as Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey and reciting the 
Passion Gospel. 

• Get photos with the donkey after the service! 
• The final rehearsal is scheduled for Saturday, March 23, at 4:00 p.m. 
• Please contact Allison Devlin, Director of Family Ministry, for more information. 

 
Walk to Calvary Is March 29 
Children, join us for an interactive journey of the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, 
March 29, at noon. Families are welcome to participate with their children. Please Note: 
Children ages 6 and up can be dropped off while parents attend the Good Friday service in 
the church at noon. 
  

Easter Sunday Celebration Is March 31 
He is risen! Join us on Sunday, March 31, at 9:00 a.m. for our Family Easter Service, where 
we will celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. After the service, 
children will have an opportunity to pet and feed bunnies, and will enjoy an Easter egg hunt. 
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(Please bring a basket!) 
  

May 12: High School Graduate Blessing 
Graduating from high school and heading off to college or other pursuits is a life-changing 
event. We invite all high school graduates to join us on Sunday, May 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
church for a short service of prayers and blessings to mark this momentous event. 

 
Spring Events at St. Francis 
We have so many fun events planned over the next few months! 

• Click here for details on church events and volunteer opportunities in spring 2024. 
• To sign up to volunteer, please click here. 

  

Join Us Each Sunday for Our Family-Focused Service and Events 

• Sunday Family Worship Service: 9:00 a.m. 
• Let It Shine Children's Bible Lesson: On Sundays during the 9:00 a.m. Family 

Worship Service, join Mrs. Devlin to learn about the Bible as we act out Scripture with 
costumes and props and pray together. 

• Coffee, Donuts, and Crafts: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. (after the 9:00 a.m. Family 
Worship Service), get a cup of coffee and enjoy fellowship while young children color, 
create an art project based on the lesson learned at Let it Shine, and have fun with 
friends. 

 
Students, Join Us for Weekly Book Studies on Sundays 
On Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the cafeteria, join your friends for weekly meetings to talk about 
some amazing, Biblically inspired stories. Books will be provided. Please contact Allison 
Devlin to sign up. 

• Grades 1–4: The Dead Sea Squirrels by Mike Nawrocki 
• Grades 5–8: The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 

 
Now on Spotify: Sermons From St. Francis 
St. Francis has launched Sermons From St. Francis on Spotify. You can listen on an 
Apple or Android device, on your desktop computer, or on your tablet. The Sunday sermons 
are available anytime you want to be inspired while on the go. No Spotify account is 
necessary. Click here to start listening today! 
  

Outreach Ministries: Opportunities to Serve 
For additional information about any of the following outreach opportunities, visit the St. 
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Francis Episcopal Church Outreach page or contact the church's Director of 
Outreach Heather Burkhart. 

• Memorial Assistance Ministries has an urgent plea from the pantry team. For 
additional information, contact the church's Director of Outreach 

• Lord of the Streets needs weekday volunteers between 8:00 a.m. and noon to serve 
our homeless neighbors. Over 300 hot meals are served daily. St. Francis also 
collects men’s clothes on an ongoing basis—men’s shoes are always needed. 

• The Fair Haven Food Pantry needs volunteers and donations of non-perishable food. 

 
High School and Adult Volunteer Opportunities: Sign Up Now 
This year, we are tracking and giving awards to high school students and adults for 
completing hours of service at St. Francis Episcopal Church. 

• There will be a Gold Wolf Award for completing 50+ service hours, a Silver Rabbit 
Award for completing 25–49 service hours, and a Bronze Bird for completing 10–24 
service hours. Award recipients will be recognized in May on Mother’s Day. 

• We need volunteers to help lead weekly book clubs and First Communion Classes, 
set up crafts and supervise kids on Sundays, serve at special events, and much more! 

• To sign up, please click here or scan the QR code below with your mobile phone: 

 
  

Healing Prayers and Anointings Available 
Healing prayers and anointings are always available after Sunday Eucharist services, or you 
may schedule an appointment with a priest. For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, email Sally Jo Flores or call 832.325.2983. 
  

Share Your Prayer Requests Online 
Share your prayer requests with us using the “Prayer Requests” link on the St. Francis 
Episcopal Church home page. 
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Bible Studies at St. Francis 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Tuesdays at 7:00–8:00 a.m. 
o Study: Exodus 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o Location: La Madeleine   

• Second Tuesday of Each Month at 8:00–9:30 a.m. (The next meeting is March 12.) 
o Study: The Book of Genesis (Life of Jacob) 
o Location: The Corner Bakery (9311 Katy Fwy.), breakfast included 
o Contact: Sally Jo Flores 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Wednesdays at 9:00–10:00 a.m. 
o Study: The Apostles' Creed 
o Contact: Louise Richman 
o Location: Via Zoom (Contact Louise for passcode.) 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

• Sundays at 10:00–11:00 a.m. 
o Study: Articles of Religion 
o Location: Hogan Board Room 
o Contact: George Hippard 

 
How to Watch Sunday Service Via Livestream 
To join St. Francis Episcopal Church’s 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Sunday service via 
livestream, open an Internet browser on your computer, laptop, or phone. Type in the St. 
Francis website—sfch.org. Click on the “Watch Live Stream Worship Services” button. 
Either the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service will be available. 
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