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Key findings of the 2011/12 Demographic 
and Enrollment Analysis update 

O The Demographic and Enrollment Analysis 
incorporates the results of the 2010 Census 

O Enrollment in the Scottsdale Unified School 
District has remained virtually the same over the 
past decade 

O The most striking sign of the demographic 
alterations taking place in the District can be 
discerned from the fact that the number of 
housing units increased by 11,000 between 
2000 and 2010, while the total population 
during that period only increased by 750 
persons to 220,818. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Key findings of the 2011/12 Demographic 
and Enrollment Analysis update 

O The primary demographic change impacting the 

District is the declining population per household 

O Both the under 5 and the 5 to 13 age groups 

declined by about 16 percent between 2000 and 

2010, affecting both current and future enrollments. 

The 14 to 17 year old high school group grew during 

this period, but only by 3.7 percent or 258 person 

O Changes in the population are mirrored in the age 

and family structure of the households in the District. 

The share of households with children has declined 

by 1.3 percent. 



Looking Back 

 



 



Open Enrollment Comparison 

 



Open Enrollment Comparison  

 



Key findings of the 2011/12 Demographic 
and Enrollment Analysis update 

O Households headed by persons in the prime parenting 
years, from age 25 to 44, decreased by over 4,400 
between 2000 and 2010. In the same period, the 
number of householders aged 55 or over increased by 
6,894 

O The Scottsdale Unified School District has a residential 
development potential currently estimated at just over 
6,000 total housing units. 

O While 5,600 new housing units are to be added over the 
next ten years, the number of households is expected to 
increase by about 9,200, based on the combination of 
new units and higher occupancy rates. Combined with 
demographic trends, this would result in a total District-
wide population of about 238,800 people in 2021/22, 
an increase of about 16,000 persons. 



 



 



 



 



Key findings of the 2011/12 Demographic 
and Enrollment Analysis update 

O The average number of school-age persons per 

household has decreased from a high of 0.339 in 

2000/01 to just 0.296 currently. 

O At the present time, about 9,000 school-age persons 

in the District choose other educational providers 

O Overall, District enrollment is expected to remain 

fairly stable over the next ten years 

 



 



 



Enrollment Projection by School 

O Only about 71 percent of the high school 

students are attending the attendance 

area’s designated high school 

O About 75 percent of the Kindergarten 

through 8th grade students attend the 

school designated for their area of 

residence. 



Enrollment Projection by School 

O Copper Ridge School is expected to have the 
largest enrollment among Kindergarten through 
8th grade schools for the duration of the 
projection period, growing by 85 students.  

O Cheyenne Traditional should grow by 54 and 
retain its number two size.  

O Mohave, Kiva, Navajo, and Pueblo are all 
projected to grow by over 100 students, with 
Navajo and Pueblo having the largest growth.  

O Mountainside, Pima, Cocopah, and Anasazi 
schools all are expected to lose over 100 
students by 2021/22. 



Enrollment Projection by School 

O Desert Mountain has the most students at 2,291, 
followed closely by Chaparral High with 2,188.  

O Both of these schools are expected to decline in 
enrollment over the next ten years with Desert 
Mountain losing 624 students. Even though it is 
projected to lose 101 students, Chaparral would 
become the largest high school by 2021/22 with an 
enrollment of 2,087.  

O Arcadia High is set to gain 86 students and become 
the second largest high school with 1,772 enrolled.  

O Coronado and Saguaro are to gain 223 and 136 
students respectively over ten years. 



PROJECTED ENROLLMENT 

 



School Enrollment by  
District Complex 

O The complex areas have meaningful differences in 

demographic and household characteristics that can be 

expected to cause variations in enrollment changes in the 

future. In some cases there are short term factors affecting 

enrollment, while more systemic issues are present in 

others. 

 

  



Arcadia Complex  

O  Enrollment at the Arcadia Complex has 

been fluctuating the past few years, with an 

increase in the current year replacing some 

of the loss from the previous year. This is an 

older, well established area, so large 

changes in enrollment are not to be 

expected. 

 



 



Chaparral Complex 

O The Chaparral Complex is another area of slightly fluctuating 
enrollment levels 

O Historically, vacancy rates have been elevated, increasing by 
949 units in an area that only added 1,129 new housing units. 
These vacancies will drop over time, but there will be very few 
residential additions to offset the declines associated with an 
aging population. 

O Enrollment is expected to continue fluctuating slightly with a 
slight trend upwards after next year, then declining significantly 
after 2017/18. 

O Chaparral North has increased its enrollment most years since 
2003/04. As the economy improves, new housing construction 
is expected to increase and the occupancy rates for existing 
housing should increase as well. As a result, student 
enrollment is expected to increase throughout most of the 
projection period, though at variable levels. 



 



Coronado Complex 

O This complex is older than most in the District, 
with an aging population and generally declining 
enrollment. 

O Recent additions to the housing supply have 
nearly all been multifamily, contributing to the 
decline in the number of students per 
household. Enrollment is expected to be flat for 
the next couple of years, with some modest 
growth occurring as occupancy rates improve 
and housing turnover transitions the local 
population composition to younger 
householders. 



 



Desert Mountain Complex 

O The total population in the Desert Mountain Complex 
grew by 2,660 persons from 2000 to 2010 but the 
population under 14 years of age fell by 2,270. 

O The area has been affected by increased housing 
vacancy rates and decreased new construction. Both 
of these factors are expected to reverse in coming 
years, but the population composition is such that 
declining population per household should offset the 
slight gain in the number of households, resulting in 
continued enrollment declines. 

O Householder ages show an aging trend with 44 
percent over 54 years old and declining numbers of 
householders under 45. 



 



Saguaro Complex 

O Enrollment in the Saguaro Complex has 
been experiencing declines of increasing 
levels over the past three years.  

O Population was down in 2010 for all age 
groups, and by 8.6 percent overall.  

O Households in the 35 to 44 age group were 
down by about 24 percent in 2010, but the 
under 34 cohort was up by 5.7 percent.  

O Enrollment is expected to have some 
modest gains in the next few years 



 



Enrollment Projections 

O The Copper Ridge School and Redfield 

Elementary attendance areas are projected to 

contain the largest number of students by 

2021/22, with 970 and 891 students 

respectively.  

O Copper Ridge is forecast to grow in the first half 

of the projection period, then slowly fall back.  

O Redfield should have a slight increase in 

students in 2014/15 but be in decline 

otherwise. 



Enrollment Projections 

O The Desert Mountain High School attendance area is 
currently the largest with 2,370 students and is 
projected to be the second largest by 2021/22 after the 
loss of 627 students, leaving 1,743 students. 

O Chaparral High School is currently the second largest, 
including the students in the Chaparral North 
attendance area, but will total 2,100 students in 
2021/22.  

O The Saguaro and Arcadia attendance areas contain the 
fewest students currently, which will remain the case in 
ten years, although both of these high schools’ 
attendance areas are expected to experience increases 
in the student population over the projection period. 



 



 



Summary 

O Overall, District enrollment is expected to remain 

fairly stable over the next ten years 

 

O At the present time, about 9,000 school-age 

persons in the District choose other educational 

providers 

 

O In order to grow we must focus on families that 

are choosing other educational providers 



 

TOTAL of 33 Private/Charter/Other District schools within 5 miles of the center of our District  

 



 

TOTAL of 162 Private/Charter/Other District schools 

 



 

DISCUSSION 


