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AzMERIT Update

October 20th, 2015



Updated Timeline
September 25th - Testing website for parents updated with videos
October 1st - Principal meetings
October 2nd - Testing website for parents updated with FAQ
October 6th - AZMERIT scores released to districts, Toolkits distributed
October 7th - Early Release
October 20th - Family Score Reports delivered to District
October 22nd - Principal Meeting
November 4th - Early Release
November - Elementary, Middle, K-8 Parent conferences.
November - TBD, Schools send home Family Score Reports
November 30th - E rgo ends o)



Nh Scottsdale egfed School District ,%_ Scottsdale Zxgée School District

Engage. Eucate, ot Empower Every Student. Every Oy Engage, Sucete, antf Empovwer Every Student. Every Doy

/./

Scottsdale Unified School Scottsdale Unified School
District District
AzMERIT Toolkit AzMERIT Toolkit

Administrators Teachers
2015-2016 2015-2016
2 2V
Scottsdale Huze Scottsdale sesfied

SCHOOL DISTRICT SCHOOL DISTRICT




Toolkits

COVER LETTER FOR PARENT SCORE REPORTS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT AzMERIT
TALKING POINTS FOR ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS
ROBOCALL SCRIPT FOR PRINCIPALS

AzMERIT TRIFOLD BROCHURE FOR PARENTS (coming soon)
TIPS FOR TEACHERS TO TALKWITH STUDENTS ABOUT
AzMERIT

TWEET/SOCIAL MEDIA POST SCRIPT FOR PRINCIPALS
(coming soon)
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GCommunication with Parents

SUSD presentation to SPC on August 19th.

SUSD posted information for parents on susd.org that presents an
overview of AZMERIT, and an explanation of the new standards and
scoring. Videos to explain the Family Score Reports added Sept. 25th
SUSD received Family Score Reports today

Schools will send Family Score Reports home Nov (TBD)

We will have additional information and resources for parents when we
distribute results, and will have information available for parent/teacher
conferences.
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Grade 6

About This Assessment

Maria took the AzMERIT Grade & Math
assessment in spring 2015. The guestions in
this assessment measure the knowledge and
skills taught in this grade and subject area.

Grade & Math content. A student who scores
Proficient or Highly Proficient on AzMERIT

Math.
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Maria’s score shows how well she understands

is likely to be ready for the next grade level of

Math Assessment

FAMILY SCORE REFORT
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= There i a detsiled dewcription of the mastery level for esch scoding
category.

Proficient:
Advanced understanding,
highly likely to be ready

Strong understanding, likely
to be ready

Partially Proficient:
Partial understanding, likely
o need Jupport 1o be ready
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Minimally Proficient:
Minirmal understanding,
Thighly likely to need suppart
10 be ready

Maria's Performance on the Math Assessmeant

Maria’s score is
Highly Proficlent.

She shows an sdvanced
understanding of the expectstions
for het teated grade She is highly
Iikely to be ready for math in the
et grade.

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FAMILY SCORE REFORTY

AzMERIT
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Scoring
), Below Mastery om.un.m-p B Above Mastery

Math Scoring Categories

Srudents understand ratios, rates, and percentages. They use to describe relationships
MMmmmmmmnqmm-ﬂmmmm
and to create tables. They corme t units of measurement.

What do these results mean?

mmmmcmmm rates, of percents to describe relationships between
nusmibers or values; solves unit rate that imvolbve mudtiple steps, real-wordd situstions, or
percents; and cormerts units of measurement to sohee

Maria performed at or near
mastery in Expressions and
Epuaartions.

Whal was assessed?
Students write, resd, and find the walue of expressions with exponents and ketters that stand for

rusmibers. They produce and identify equivalent understand that solutions 1o
equatians and mequalities are the values that make the equstions or ineguslties frue.

What do these results mean?

Your student is often able to frd values of expressions with exponents; sobe equations
inequalities; i to describe reslworld refatiorships; and identify independent and
*pnﬂ:ﬂu:‘:ﬂei.!dm L L ip them.

Maria performed st or near
mastery in The Number System.

What was assessed?

Students sohve divisson problems with fractions. mmm;m@mmmm
and b

mmwmmmq the greatest
multiphe. They understand the relationship between positive and negative numbers.
What do these results mean?
Vour student is often able to uve addition, subtraction, my o salbve
problems; find comman factors and least common llwmlm-trnu}l!ne

rusmibers and plot them on a graph; and determine the distance between two points.

Maria performed below mastery
in Geometry, Statistics and
Probability.

assessed?
Students fird the area of grometric figures and spply technigues used B0 sobve real-worlkd problerms.
They find the volume of solid figures. They draw polygons and three-dimensicnal figures. They
recognize They deplay, data

What do these results mean?

mmmmmhﬂqhndm three-dimenssons! igures;
recogninng statistical uﬂtm:.lt:ﬂ i a graph; L th
oF o v, i, -:’"J al -

For more information about AzZMERIT, go to azrmeritportal.org.
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




EOC

About This Assessment

Maria took the AZMERIT EOC ELA O assessment
In speing 2015. The questions in this
assassment measure the knowledge and skills
taught in this course,

Maria's spare shows how well she understands
ELA % content. A stisdent whe scores Profident
or Highty Profident on AZMERIT 1= llkely ta be
ready fior the next ELA Course.

English Language Arts (ELA) 9 Assessment

FAMILY SCORE REPORT

AzMERIT

About This Report
= Maria’s pverall scora fior this

a proficency level
J-h'mmm:mbimnpﬂmlﬂhﬂu:lmd district, and

inchudes it sooew and

= I'ha lavel indicates how woll studants undarstand current
mmmﬂ and how Tksly they are to be ready for the next

ﬂma&hﬂufmnnﬂmhn:hmm
ific knowledge and skils induded in

spacific
= Thama is a detailed dascription of tha mastery level for sach sooring
Categary.

Maria's Performance on the ELA 9 Assessment

Highily Profickent:

Advancod understanding, Froiacient.

highly likely to ba raady Sha shows a streng understanding
e tha sxpactations for this courso,
Shaa i Raly bo be ready for tha
et ELA cowrsa.

Maria's score is

score InELA 9 s

Profickent:
Strong undarstanding. ikely
o be ready
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Partially Profident:
Partial understanding, likahy
to nead support to ba ready

FAMILY SCORE REPORT

ELA 9 Scoring Categories

AzZMERIT

Legend: Scoring Categories
ﬂ Below Mastery 0 AtfNear Mastery Above Mastery

Maria performed above mastery
in Reading for Information,

What was assessed?

Students find a main idea or claim in a text and tell how an author supports it with evidence. They
judge an author's use of evidence to make a claim. They describe the effect of specific words and
phrases on a text. They compare major historical LS. documents.

What do these results mean?

Your student explaing how the main idea is developed in a text; analyzes word choice in a text and how

it affects the way information is presented; critiques the strengths and weaknesses of an argument; and
compares the uie of language in majer LS. historical documents.

Maria performed at or near
mastery in Reading for
Literature.

What was assessed?

Students tell how the major theme is developed in a text. They examine how characters develop,
interact, and mave a story forward, They analyze words and phrases to determine how they affect a
story. They cormpare and contrast works of art and Bterature from outside the United States.

What do these results mean?

Your student can often find the main theme of a text; tell how characters change throughout a story
and interact with other characters; show how an author uses writing tools (like fashbacks) to organize a
story; and determing the point of view of a non-U.S. work of litérature.

Maria performed balow mastery
In Writing and Language.

‘What was assessed?

Students write clearly to inform or make an argument, They judge if sources are reliable and use
appropriate evidence to support their claims. They understand the literal and figurative meanings of
woonds and wie them in their writing. They spell comectly and use conmect grammar,

What do these resulis mean?

Your student may have trouble writing cleardy organized arguments; addressing opinions that are
different from his or her own; making connections between ideas when writing to inform;
infrmation from many sources when doing research; and spelling and using punctuation correctly.

The\'mung and I.mguagemonoftm ELA assessment requires that each student complete an essay. The essay is evaluated on three criteria.

; Evidence & Elaboralion

Minimally Proflcient:
Minimal undarstanding,
highly fikely to need support
bo b ready

BRIZONS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Youst student earned 3 out of 4 podsible points.
in general, your student’s essay stays on topic
and i focused. The main idea of the topic is
gven context and addresses the audience and
purpose fof writing, The response is organized
and develops connections between ideas. It
uses tranditions and has an intreduction and

Your student earned 1 out of 4 possible points.
Your student’s essay includes litthe support or
evidence for the main idea. 1t uses few sources,
facts, or details, which may be unelated or
incormect. The respanse does Hol expies

ideas clearty and uses lemited language and
vocabulary. It does not sddress the audience or

Your studént eanned 2 out of 2 possible paints.
Your student's essay shows an understanding
of sentence formation and other conventions.
The response may have some mistakoes, but they
afe not repeated often in the text It ues comect
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.




AzMERIT Fami.y ReErporT GUIDE
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) Barrel Chart
This “bamed char® shows e range of scomes and
the four performance levels possible on this besi.
Your shudent’s numeric score is shown along with the
Sverages fof your student’s school, district, and ihe
state of Asizona.

9 Performance Levels

Your shudent’s parformance level is identified in this
beoc. Thesre are four performance levels that describe
the general skills and abilties for students. who Lake
the AXMERIT. Students who score in the “Proficient™
of "Highly Proficient” range are likely to be ready for
the meot Grade o course. Students who Scoe in the
“Partially Proficient” of “Minimally Proficient” range ane
lialy to need suppon o be ready lor the next grade o
COUrSE.

65:0!1!1;0.1“
Each lesl has (hree of mofe $cofing calegories that
describe the content in different parts of the lesl

€D mastery Levels
Your student's ability bevel for each of these SCofing
categories is indicated. Students with the symbol
E3 o & show a good understanding of the content
covened in this scoring category. Students wilh the
symiol [ likety need Mo SUBEON wWith Ne conten
covered in this SCaMng category.

G'Mut Was Assessed?

This short paragraph describes what type of content is
covened in this scoring category.

({{) What Do These Results Mean?

o e e e This short paragraph describes your student’s
wnderstanding of the comtent in this seoring category
baged on his of her ability lewel

— e

For mave informabion aboul powr student's academic performance, conlact your student’s leacher or schoal,



https://concrete.susd.org/parents/testing-results/az-merit/

How can you Help Your Child?

Make sure the lines of communication

are open between your child, your child’s
teacher and you. Set shared goals for what
your child needs to know, and check in
regularly on your child's progress.

Additionally, you can bring learning
opportunities into everyday life. Encourage
your child to read daily. While cooking,
halve or double ingredients and ask your
child to determine the correct amounts.
At the grocery store, ask him or her to
apply discounts to item prices or attemnpt
to predict your total, or to calculate the

tip while dining out. Share the moming
news with your child and ask him or her to
summarize the top stories.

HELPFUL LINKS:

SUSD Testing Resources:
concrete.susd.org/parents/testing-
resultsfaz-merit/

More helpful information:

www.ared gov/assessment/armerit

www.expectmorearizona.org

www.azpta.org
www.bealearninghero.org
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AzMERIT

High Expectations and You

Scottsdale Unified School District




Az a parent, you are your child’s champion on the path from preschool to

postsecondary education. At our zchool, we support your child by engaging them

in learning with high expectations.

The statewide adoption of Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards in 2010 reflects
Arizona's commitment to ensuring all students are successfully prepared to enter the next
grade level and ultimately find success in the college or career of their choice. In spring
2015, students tock the AzMERIT assessment for the first time. This assessment is aligned to
the more rigorous math and English Language Arts (ELA) standards for all Arizona students.

AZMERIT measures differant skills and knowledge than AIMS did. Because of this, AZMERIT
and AIMS cannot be comparad. Statewide, less students were proficient on AzMERIT than
AIMS. And that iz OK. AzMERIT and the new standards are a resst — the new bassline mea-
sure of student achisvemeant. We anticipate proficiency levels will increase over time.

HOW TO READ THE RESU
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There are four performance levels for the AzMERIT
assessment. These are Highly Proficient, which indicates
an advanced understznding of the content in the colirse

or subject ares; Profidient, which indicstes & strong
understanding; Partially Proficient, which indicates 2
partial understanding and possible need for additional
suppert; and Minimally Proficient, which indicates a
minimal understanding and probable need for additional
support. These |evels were determined based on what
students at each grade level should know to move on in the
suibject and be sticcessful in the next grade or colirss.

Based on their grade level or courses, every student who
took AzMERTwil| receive a Family Score Report for ELA
and math. The graph you see at the bottom of the report
shows what score each student needed to be within each
proficiency level.

The first impartant piece of information for your child is
what level of proficiency he or she scored. For example, this
student’s score is 2592 on ninth grade ELA, which fallz in
the “Proficient” range. The student demonstrated a strong
understanding of the expectations in her English Language
Arts course.

You may have guestions about the profidency levels your
child achieved, and yaur child's teacher is & grest resolirce
for further information.

The heck of the
report shows the
scoring categories
for each assessment.
Your child will have
achieved a rating of
Above Mastery,
At/Near Mastery or
Below Mastery in
each category. The
short paragraphs
explain the type of
content covered in
each category and
your child's leval of
understanding of the
content.

You can better understand your child's strengths and weaknesses
by reviewing the scoring ceteqories. If a student has a Below
Mastery in any of the categories, like this student has for Writing
and Lanquage, he or she may need interventions or other
individual leaming oppartunities.
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Discussion




