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CHOOSE YOUR PATH
Some choices are made for you. 

… some are not

Choose what is right for you.



LET’S START WITH 

THE “CORE”

Course University 

Sequence

CTE

English 4 4
Math 4 4
Science 3 3
Social Studies 3 3
PE/Health 1.5 1.5
Technology Education 1 1
Fine Arts 1 1
World Language 2
CTE 4
Electives 2.5 .5
TOTAL 22

What is a credit?

22 

Credits

or more

Most ea
rn 26-28



Earning Credit & GPA

Earning Credit
✔ Pass the class - A, B, C, or D

(if you earn an F, you repeat the class)
Grade Weights and 

Grade Point Average (GPA)
✔ A= 4  B= 3  C= 2  D= 1   F=0
✔ GPA of 2.0 for athletic eligibility
✔ Cumulative GPA is used to calculate class ranking and graduation recognitions



CORE REQUIREMENTS

Grade 9 Options:
• Freshman English
• Freshman English 

(H/Pre-AP)

Grade 9 Options:
• US History
• US History (H)

Grade 9 Options:
• Earth/Space 

Science
• Biology (H)

4EnglishCredits 3ScienceCredits

Grade 9 Options:
• Algebra 1 (Core), (Comp.)

• Geometry (H), (+Alg 2)

• Algebra 2 (H), (+PreCalc)

3Social Studies

Credits4MathematicsCredits



Grade 9 Options:
• Music

• Band
• Strings
• Orchestra
• Chorus

… and more
• Visual Arts

• Digital Arts
• Visual Arts

• Theatre

Grade 9 Options:
• Health Education
• Physical Education

Grade 9 Options:
• Computer Science 
Principles*

*Most students will have met 
this requirement in Grade 8 
with Foundations of 
Computer Science

1Fine Arts

Credit 1Technology 

Education

Credit

 .51 PE/Health

Credit

CORE REQUIREMENTS



USM
University System of Maryland Completer

Requirements:
• Complete the core credits

• Complete 4 credits in Math 

• Must include: 
• Algebra 1, Geometry, Alg 2, and 

non-trivial Algebra

• Complete 2 credits in the same 
World Language

• Complete electives as 
appropriate

CTE
Career & Technology Education Completer

Requirements:
• Complete the core credits

• Complete 4 credits in an 
approved CTE program sequence

• Complete electives as appropriate

Pathways

Dual Completer• Complete University Pathway• Complete Career and Technology 
Pathway

OR



Take State Assessments
✔ English 10 
✔ Algebra 1
✔ Government
✔ Science

Complete
✔ Student Service Learning
✔Web-based Portfolio (Naviance)

-AND-

Determines College/Career 
Readiness (CCR)

Tests count for 20% of 
final Grade

Other Graduation Requirements



MORE 
CHOICES

Choose your path

✔Advanced 

Placement (AP)

✔Dual Enrollment

✔CTE Courses



Make your plan







CHOOSE YOUR PATH
Questions? Email us…

ClassOf2028@SMCPS.org



More Information

Visit

www.smcps.org

Click on the

Students & Families 

tab



Noche de Orientación en español 
para Estudiantes del Primer Año 

de la escuela secundaria 

1700 a 1800 (5-6pm) 
martes 9 de abril 

En la Biblioteca Pública de Lexington Park, Sala A
21677 Franklin Delano Roosevelt Blvd, Lexington Park, MD 20653

Rising Freshman Information Session en Español
April 9, 2024, 5 PM
Lexington Park Library



Let’s hear from students!




