
 

IMOVIE DOCUMENTARY ‘QUICK START’ GUIDE

*ADD APP TO YOUR DOCK FROM THE APPLICATIONS FOLDER *your file automatically saves to hard drive
-FILE  -NEW PROJECT  -NO THEME  -NAME (give a title to your project: i.e. Thearle G Wood Documentary)
-ASPECT RATIO (16:9) -FRAME RATE: 30 fps NTSC  *Check box: Automatically add: Cross dissolve

*drag your 
previously saved 
high-res photos 

into this area

SWAP EVENTS 
BUTTON

“SCRUB”
to drag the 
playhead and 
advance rewind 
“film”

PLAY:
FULL SCREEN & 

IN WINDOW 
MODE

MIC / 
RECORDING 

(When you are 
ready to read your 

script
CROP / ROTATE 

IMAGE / KEN 
BURNS EFFECT

(more on this later)

INSPECTOR
allows changes to clip: 
i.e. duration
*the length of time that 
this image is on screen

ZOOM IN / OUT
allows you to expand / 
contract your view of the 
film clips *SLIDE L / R

PREVIEW 
WINDOW
allows you to see 
your film as it will 
appear in the end

iMovie WORKSPACE
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You can create the illusion of film by having your images “pan” side to side:
This is known as the KEN BURNS EFFECT (named for the famous documentary film maker)
*R click on image or select the Crop icon from the menu

PAN / PANNING
means swiveling a still 

or video camera 
horizontally from a fixed 

position

KEN BURNS EFFECT
-crop to a starting point 
(green border)
-crop to an end point
(red border)
*Click PLAY button for a 
preview of your pan

MULTIPLE TOOLS
-select music from the 
iTunes / GarageBand
-select images from file

TITLES
-opens Titles menu
-select one theme & 
drag into your project

*ideal for Title sequence / Intro & end credits
*Edit type in the Preview window (top right)

TRANSITIONS
*this is how one image /

slide transitions to the 
next & can be changed 

between each image
*drag transition to drop 

location between 
images

(I had you set the default transition 
as Cross Dissolve on setup of your 
document - you can change this)
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You will add AUDIO to your documentary film in 2 ways:
- an instrumental (music, with no distracting vocals) soundtrack of your choice

- you can find free downloadable audio files for your use at this site:
- http://freemusicarchive.org/genre/Instrumental/

- an audio track of YOU reading your script (from your Q4:2) into the microphone
- you can record this track in my studio (rm. 426) if you want a recording with no background noise
- you will record this file in GarageBand and save it in your google drive (or flash drive) and then open the file 

on your machine in the ArtMacLab

DRAGGING AUDIO IN
-select and download a 
free .mp3 file from 
freemusic.org
-this file should save to 
your downloads folder
-drag it from downloads 
to your film timeline

Great iMovie audio tutorial:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyTR4rRsDlc

DRAG FILE DIRECTLY INTO IMAGE

EDITING AUDIO
-there are at least 2 
ways to edit audio 
levels / duration /etc.
-R click on the image to 
pull up inspector
-drag and drop a yellow 
box over the section of 
the audio you wish to 
edit & then drag the line 
down to lower audio

SWAP EVENTS 
BUTTON

TO FLIP MODES

You can RECORD A SEPARATE AUDIO TRACK in GarageBand in 426/studio for a quiet environment … OR
You can simply record your audio file using the mic tool in iMovie (there will most likely be background chatter)
Open GarageBand app:  -New Project  -Voice  -Choose  -Save As: (give it a title)  -Desktop
-Read & Record your entire script (Q4:2) & press STOP (or spacebar at the end)
-Share  -Export song to disk  -MP3 encoder  -High quality  -Export  -Save As: (give it a title)
-Where: Flash drive (So that you can save & take it back to your computer to drag in)
*TAKE THE FLASH DRIVE BACK TO YOUR COMPUTER & DRAG THE FILE DIRECTLY INTO THE IMAGE AT 
THE POINT WHERE YOU WANT YOUR AUDIO TO BEGIN

RECORD 
BUTTON

*ONCE YOU ARE DONE WITH YOUR IMOVIE DOCUMENTARY SEND THE PROJECT TO ME:
-Share  -Export Movie  -Export as: yourname_artistname  -Where: Desktop  -HD 720p  (will save as .mov file)
*You will then login to your student google account and upload this .mov file to your Drive
*Share the link with me (Share it to my pinerichland email account: vthearle@pinerichland.org) *FILL OUT RUBRIC
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