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Mike Johnson attended Sheffield City Schools, graduating in 1963. He attended Florence State
University, graduating with a B.S. degree in Business Administration and a minor in Economics.
During this time, he also served six years as a member of the Alabama National Guard.

In 1972, he accepted the position of Athletic Director with the City of Sheffield Parks and
Recreation Department. A year later he accepted the position of Director of the Sheffield Parks
and Recreation Department and served in this position for the next thirty-six years.

Johnson initiated cooperative projects with other city agencies to enhance outcomes and
maximize use of available resources. For example: acquired funds through grants to construct
the municipal tennis courts that included a joint use agreement with the Sheffield City School
System; cooperative project with the Sheffield School System to construct the Sheffield
Recreation Center with its indoor pool facilities - the first for regional school systems;
subsequently, he obtained additional grants to construct Carter Park West and Riverfront park.
In addition to the construction projects, major renovations and upgrades were completed for
the Ollie Harris Softball Complex; Sheffield Youth Baseball Complex and the Michael Center

Complex.

Quality programs provided by the department included swimming lessons, the development of
a championship swim team, and sponsorship of the first Colbert County W. C. Handy Festival
event, presented at Riverfront Park.

Johnson is a member of various religious and civic organizations in which he serves in various
official capacities. Some of these are: member of First Baptist and York Bluff Baptist Churches;
Sheffield Kiwanis Club; Sheffield Athletic Board; Sheffield City Schools Community Education
Board; and the Tuscumbia Landing Port Authority Board.

At his retirement from the Parks and Recreation Department, the Sheffield Recreation Center
was renamed the Mike Johnson Recreation Center in his honor.

Mr. Johnson stated; "When you are successful in any endeavor of life, you always need to
remember to thank the people who helped make your work successful. | worked with a lot of
great Mayors, City Councils, Park and Recreation Board members and had a wonderful staff to
work with. Getting to meet and work with so many outstanding young people and adults from
all walks of life was absolutely one of the most enjoyable experiences of my life."



