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Charles Rose is a trombonist, arranger & keyboardist, active in the Muscle Shoals, AL &
Nashville recording scenes. A member of the Muscle Shoals Horns since 1971, he is currently
their leader & arranger. Born in Sheffield, AL, he graduated from Sheffield High School in 1968,
going on to earn a Bachelor of Music degree, with a major in trombone & a minor in piano,
from Murray State University. He has served as trombonist & horn arranger for Lyle Lovett &
His Large Band since 1994. He toured with Waylon Jennings for three years until the singer’s
death in 2002. Charles performs as a pianist with his own jazz group, The Charlie Rose Trio. He’s
the band leader & arranger for the biennial Alabama Music Hall of Fame induction shows and a

continuing series of performances by the Muscle Shoals All-Stars.

An active environmentalist, Charles is a founder & president of Shoals Environmental Alliance, a
board member of Tennessee River keeper and North Alabama coordinator & nature outings
leader for Fresh Air Family. In 2002 he founded “Citizens for Saving the TVA Trail,” which
stopped a golf course development which would have decimated the Nature Trails area on
TVA’s Muscle Shoals Reservation. In 2008, in a wooded ravine in Sheffield, AL, he discovered a
population of Collinsia verna (Blue Eyed Mary), a spring wildflower previously not known to
exist anywhere in the State of Alabama. In 2011 at Cane Creek Canyon Nature Preserve, Charles
documented and photographed a Red Milk Snake, Lampropeltis Triangulum, the first and only
sighting of this species in Colbert County. In late 2009, Charles and David Cope began a 2 % year
investigation of pollution at the Florence, AL landfill, which resulted in the city shutting down its

Subtitle D landfill in April 2012

Charles is also a founder and board member of Indivisible NW Alabama, a progressive political

action group.

Charles has played on numerous singles records with man of the top artist of the time:
“Everlasting Love” - Carl Carlton, “Too Funky In Here” —James Brown, “Starting All Over Again” -
Mel and Tim, “I Don’t Want to Bump With No Big Fat Woman” - Joe Tex, “Giving It Up For Your
Love” - Delbert McClinton, “Elvira” & “Bobbie Sue” - The Oak Ridge Boys, “I Saw Her Standing
There” — The Elton John Band, with John Lennon & the Muscle Shoals Horns, “Come On To Me,”
"Home Tonight," & "In a Hurry" — Paul McCartney. In 1994 he performed at the White House
with Lyle Lovett and His Large Band. Charles' TV performances include David Letterman, Jay




Leno, Conan O'Brian, Austin City Limits, PBS's "Soundstage", The Ralph Emory Show, Nashville
Now, CMT's "The Road", the Caroline Rhea Show and various European broadcasts.

Awards

Charles has received numerous music performance awards. In 1993, he and the three original
members of the Muscle Shoals Horns were awarded the Governor’s Achievement Award by the
Alabama Music Hall of Fame; in 2016, the original Muscle Shoals Horns were inducted into the
Alabama Music Hall of Fame. In March, 2019; Charles received awards from the Murray State
University Alumni Association for "Outstanding Achievement in Professional Music" and the
Orpheus Award from the, from the University's Gamma Delta Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha, national
music fraternity; In July 2019, the Muscle Shoals Horns each received the Honor Award at the
5th annual Alabama Music Awards show; and in October 2019, the Muscle Shoals Horns were
inducted into the Musician’s Hall of Fame, in Nashville. Charles was the horn arranger and
trombonist for two Grammy-winning albums by blues guitarist Buddy Guy, “Born to Play
Guitar,” in 2016 and “The Blues Is Alive and Well,” in 2019.

In summary, Charles has worked with most of the world’s greatest musicians of his time.




