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Bob Wright is a 1968 graduate of SHS. Both his mother and father taught in the
Sheffield public school system and his sisters also graduated from SHS.

Following high school Bob attended Auburn University and graduated in 1972.
Commissioned in the U.S. Army following four years of ROTC training, he attended the Armor
Officers Basic Course at Fort Knox, Kentucky and was placed on a reserve status as his service
was not then required with the Vietnam War starting to wind down.

Bob returned to Birmingham, Alabama and landed a full-time job in the Ambulatory Care
Center Business Office within the Medical Center at UAB. The opportunity for this job
interview was likely due to a friendly relationship he had developed with the UAB Vice
President of Human Resources when interviewing him for a paper Bob wrote as part of a Public
Administration course at Auburn the year before. Subsequently, he was offered the job of
Business Administrator in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Thus, began a thirty-
five-year career in health care management. Twenty-five of those years were spent in
progressively elevated senior management positions starting at UAB, then the Medical College
of Virginia at Virginia Commonwealth University, the University of Virginia and finally West
Virginia University. The next ten years were spent in health care consulting traveling throughout
the country. He was a successful speaker, author, and planning facilitator in the industry.

Bob attained national Certification as a Medical Practice Executive and he was a Fellow
in the American College of Medical Practice Executives. He was active at the state, regional and
national level in several health care management professional organizations. Most noteworthy,
he served as President of the American College of Medical Practice Executives and Chair of the
Board of Directors of the Medical Group Management Association. Moreover, he has been
recognized nationally in the profession, receiving the Administrator of the Year Award and the
Edward B. Stevens Article of the Year Award, both from the American College of Medical
Practice Executives. He also served on the American Medical Association Advisory Committee
on Group Practice.

Bob has three adult children and four grandchildren. He now lives in Franklin,
Tennessee, but he still proudly calls Sheffield, Alabama his home. He is so grateful for the
dedicated and caring teachers of the Sheffield schools who challenged him and laid part of the
foundation for his life.



