RONNIE WICKS

Ronnie was born in Detroit, Michigan. He and his family moved to Sheffield when he was 9 years old. He graduated
from Sheffield High School in 1969 at the age of 17. He received his B.S. degree in Secondary Education from Florence State
College in 1974. He later earned M.A. degrees from the University of North Alabama in Secondary Education in 1979 and in
Secondary School Administration and Supervision in 1983.

In 1974 Ronnie was employed as the Athletic Director for the Sheffield Parks and Recreation Board. After serving in
that position for one year he was hired as a teacher and coach in the Sheffield City School System. He spent the first 17 years of
his 35 year career at Sheffield Middle School where he was tutored and mentored by two great educators, Jesse Joiner and
Mike Owens. Then in 1992, he moved to Sheffield High School where he served as teacher and coach for 4 years, Assistant
Principal for 3 years, and
Principal for 11 years.

His coaching career included 12 years at the Middle School where his teams won 131 games and lost 54. He then
coached the Jr. Varsity Team at Sheffield High School for the next 5 years compiling a record of 78-14 highlighted by an
undefeated 1988-89 season. He then served as the Varsity Basketball Coach from 1992 until 1996. His Varsity teams won 56
games against 42 losses during those 4 years. His teams qualified for the state playoffs each year; winning two Area
Championships. They also won the Times Daily Christmas
Tournament for the first time in school history in 1995 and played in the regional
tournament at Wallace State Community College that same year. His overall 21 yearcoaching career included 265 wins and 110
losses.

Ronnie served as the Principal of Sheffield High School from 1999 until 2010.

During his tenure SHS offered 4 diploma types and 3 foreign languages. Some of his

accomplishments as principal include implementing the JROTC Program, the ACCESS

Distance Learning Program, and the Dual Enroliment/Dual Credit Program with NWSCC. He also collaborated with the
outstanding faculty at Sheffield High School and District

Administrators to initiate a Drug Testing Program, a School Leadership team, a Graduation Coach Program, the Aim High
Mentoring Program, Going for the Gold Tutoring Program, and the Hippy After School Program.

He also worked with Superintendent Dr. Richard Gardner and the Board of
Education on several Capital Improvement projects. These included a 5 lane rubberized track, the lighting of the baseball field, a
baseball field house, an on-campus softball field, a handicap elevator, a wellness center, and a 300 seat cafeteria.

Ronnie currently serves on the Sheffield City Council, is President of the Sheffield Education Foundation, is a former
President and current board member of the Sheffield Kiwanis Club, and serves as the Lay Leader at Sheffield First United
Methodist Church. He also enjoys broadcasting Bulldog Football games on Friday nights with the “Voice of the
Bulldogs” Steve Nix.

He has been married to the love of his life, the former Janet Elliott of Florence, for 45 years. She is a 1973 graduate of
Sheffield High School. Their two children Shelley Dawson and Jeremy Wicks are graduates of Sheffield High School, 1993 and
1996 respectively. Their son-in-law Dr. Joey Dawson also graduated from SHS in 1994. Ronnie’s favorite retirement activity is
spending time with his four awesome grandchildren Landon —15, Evey =12, Caden-10, and Ella Kate-6.



