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Bob Jackson is retired from the United States Army and Southern Company, the fourth largest utility in the 
U.S.  He currently does public speaking and 
consulting on leadership and management.   
  
After high school, he attended Florence State College on a football scholarship.  Bob later earned a master’s 
degree from the University of Oklahoma and an MBA at the University of West Florida.   
  
After graduation from Florence State, he was commissioned into the U.S. Army and served three combat 
tours in Viet Nam and the Dominican Republic.  Bob earned the Silver Star, five Bronze Stars, the Purple 
Heart, the Cross of Gallantry, Vietnamese Medal of Honor, Master Parachute Badge, Ranger Tab, and 13 
other medals.  While serving in Viet Nam, Bob was a principal in the 1970 CBS Emmy award-winning 
documentary, “The World of Charlie Company,” reported by John Laurence.  He was also a principal in a 
follow-up documentary in 1978, “Charlie Company at Home,” reported by Bruce Morton.  Bob was featured 
in the 2002 best seller, “The Cat from Hue,” written by John Laurence.   
  
Bob was medically retired from the Army in 1976.  After treatment and 
convalescing, he began his corporate career at Gulf Power in Pensacola, Florida.   He moved to Birmingham in 
1995 and provided executive leadership in the 
Human Resources area for 15,000 Southern Company employees.   
  
Included in his many awards:  Bob was selected among the Outstanding Young Men of America (California 
representative) in 1972. The University of North 
Alabama recognized him as alumnus of the year in 1978. He received the 
Alabama Power Company Presidential Award in 2001.  In 2007 Bob was inducted into the Colbert County 
Athletic Hall of Fame.   
  
Church is an integral part of Bob’s life. In the dozen churches (across the U. S.) where he and his family have 
worshiped, he has served as deacon, elder and trustee. Bob currently teaches Sunday school.  
  
Bob lives in Oneonta, Alabama, with his wife, the former Betty Grissom.   Their son, Robert, Jr., is a noted 
sculptor with clients in the U.S. and Europe.  Their daughter, Joshilyn, is a New York Times bestselling author 
who has written 
seven novels. The Jacksons have four grandchildren-Daniel, Erin, Sam and Maisy Jane. 


