
Michael Thomas Jones – Biographical summary 

 

Mike was born and raised in Sheffield, Alabama, attending Blake Elementary 

School, Sheffield Junior High School and is a proud member of the 1972 graduating class 

of Sheffield High School. 

After receiving an undergraduate degree in 1976 from the University of Alabama 

School of Business he was accepted into the University of Alabama School of Law where 

he served on the Board of Editors of the Alabama Law Review. He graduated in 2 ½ 

years and passed the Alabama Bar Exam in December of 1978. 

In 1979 he accepted a position as an assistant District Attorney in Florence, 

Alabama. He completed the Career Prosecutor Course with the National College of 

District Attorneys and in time became the chief trial attorney for that office. 

Mike is married to Carol Newbury Jones and they have one child, Emily, who 

lives and works in Huntsville. 

In addition to his prosecutorial duties, Mike was an instructor at the University of 

North Alabama in 1983 and 1984 and became an adjunct professor at Shoals Community 

College from 1990 to 1995. He has been a periodic instructor for the Florence Police 

Department and presented seminars for the Lauderdale County Bar Association. 

Mike is active in his church, Saint James United Methodist Church, and in the 

community having been a member of the Florence Civitans and Central Civitans. He 

served on the Board of Directors for both Safeplace and the Retired Senior Volunteer 

Program (RSVP). He has been given an honorary Lifetime Membership in the 

Underwood-Petersville Volunteer Fire Department for his work with that department. 

In 1989 he was elected to the Circuit Court bench in Lauderdale County and 

presently serves as the Presiding Judge for the 11
th

 Judicial Circuit. 

Mike founded the Lauderdale County Community Corrections Program which 

provides drug treatment for criminal defendants, gives supervision to felons and 

misdemeanants, and affords inmates the opportunity to work and pay off their debt to 

society in the Work Release Center. He continues to be the Chairman of the Board for 

that organization. 

He established the Assign-A-Highway Program which requires individuals who 

have been adjudicated guilty of minor crimes to keep a section of the state roadway free 

of trash while under court supervision. 

In 2009 Mike was published in the Widner Law Journal having authored an 

article Prison Overcrowding: The Sentencing Judge as Social Worker. 

Mike has also been presented with the King Solomon Award for Judicial 

Excellence. 


