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Muscle Shoals has THE SWAMPERS so states the famous line from the song “Sweet Home
Alabama” by the band Lynyrd Skynyrd, that Jimmy Johnson, an original swamper, discovered and
produced. His facets include session guitarist, recording engineer, record producer, music publisher,
and commercial studio owner. His music career is one-of-a-kind.

As one fourth of the Muscle Shoals Rhythm Section, also known as THE SWAMPERS,
Jimmy etched his place in musical history by recording a variety of memorable hits across the full
spectrum of contemporary music. THE SWAMPERS found itself playing sometimes totally
different styles of music from day to day. This odd juxtaposition gave THE SWAMPERS a broad
artistic palette from which to draw and helped it earn hits by Bob Seger, Paul Simon, Traffic, Art
Farfunkel, Leon Russell, The Oak Ridge Boys, Millie Jackson, Etta James, The Staple Singers, Rod
Stewart, Dire Straits, Jimmy CIliff, Luther Ingram, Percy Sledge, Glenn Frey, Julian Lennion,
Ronnie Milsap, Tony Joe White, Cat Stevens, Clarence Cater, Dr. Hook, Wilson Pickett, Aretha
Franklin, Johnny Rivers, Dorothy Moore, Connie Francis, Joe Cocker and many others,

Their greatest talent was their ability to create the perfect foundation for an artist’s hit. After
gaining recognition as the sound behind the hits coming from Muscle Shoals recording studios of
Rick Hall and Quin Ivey, the members of THE SWAMPERS opened the first Muscle Shoals Sound
Studio. The small funky building at 3614 Jackson Highway in Sheffield, AL., opened in May 1969.

It was the birthplace of many of the greatest records of the 1970s. Producers Jerry Wexler, Al
Bell, Phil Ramone, Brad Shapiro and Don Davis brought their latest acts, and the hits flowed out to
Iabels like Atlantic, CBS, Stax, and Capitol. In 1978, a former Naval Reserve Station on the banks of
the Tennessee River was renovated into a multi-studio complex. The spacious facility not only
offered the traditional hit making rhythm section, but also the technical advances. The members of
THE SWAMPERS had also begun having success with their own productions, and the larger, more
versatile complex was necessary so that various recording sessions could be underway
simultaneously.

Today, Jimmy owns his own tecording studio, plays various shows and speaks to groups
about the history he helped create. It is a piece of music history, not just American music, but music
by artists from all over the world. In 2014, the release of the movie “Muscle Shoals” by Magnolia
Films gives an astute history of the Muscle Shoals Sound.



