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With her parents, Roy and Wanessa Virtue, and sister Sarah Jane, Susanne spent the
majority of her childhood in Sheffield, graduating from Sheffield High School in 1951, She
was one of the first women to receive a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the
University of Alabama (1955). From the university, she went to Cincinnati, Ohio to work
for Proctor and Gamble before marrying Charles Tomlinson, of Florence, Alabama, in
1956.

From 1956-1973, while starting a family and subsequently caring for her three
children ( Allen, Vanessa and Stephan), Susanna helped establish a public library in
Cherokee, Alabama, chaired a citizen's committee for the accreditation of Cherokee
Vocational High School, and served as a leader, neighborhood volunteers chairman and
trainer for the Girl Scouts of America. She was recognized as one of the Gutstanding Young

Women of America in 1965, and was named Woman of the Year in Colbert County in
1965.

In 1973, Susanna began a career with the Tennessee Valiey Authority, serving
progressively as the Supervisor of the Safety and Environmental Engineering Section of the
Office of Agricultural and Chemical Development (OACD), manager of Safety Services at
Resource Development, and Environmental Projects Manager in the marketing department
at the National Fertilizer & Environmental Research Center (FERC).

In 1987, she was chosen as an Outstanding Fellow of the Department of Chemical
Engineering at the University of Alabama, and the next year as a 150%™ Anniversary
Distinguished Engineering Fellow of the UA College of Engineering. She served on the
Board of Directors of the Capstone Engineering Society and was a charter member of the
board of directors of the State of Alabama Engineering Hall of Fame. She was a member of
the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, the American Chemical Society, the
American Society of Safety Engineers and the National Management Association.

After her retirement from TVA, Susanna was instrumental in raising the funds to
build a permanent home for the Cherokee Public Library. She and her husband Charles also
organized the Objectivist Travelers group. Their greatest joy was traveling the world, often
m company with family and friends. In addition, Susanna remained active with the
Cherokee Library Friends and with the Tennessee Valley Art Association.



