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Dr. Cooney was born and reared in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania where he attennded
public schools and graduated in 1958. For the next four yvears he attended Florence State
College, (now the University of North Alabama), and in 1962 he graduated with “high
honor” with a B.S. degree, with majors in biology and education. At his graduation he was
recognized as a distinguished military graduate and commissioned as a second lieutenant in
the U.5. Army Reserve. He was subsequently awarded a N.D E A, research fellowship for
graduate study at Auburn University. During his years at Florence State College he also
participated in intercollegiate baseball.

At Auburn he conducted studies on the arthropod vectors of disease and alternative
interventions in the disease transmission cycle, and in 1967 graduated with a doctoral
degree in the field of medical entomology.

Dr. Cooney 1s a board certified entomologist with over 35 years experience working
on the biology and control of arthropod vectors of disease. This work included a tour of
duty as a commuissioned officer of the U.S. Public Health Service, through their Center for
Disease Control, working on their yellow fever mosquito eradication program, with
assignments in the U.S. Virgin Islands and the southeastern United States. Following were
research positions in the Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TV A) highly regarded vector control
program, a program he eventually managed for 23 years.

Dr. Cooney is considered an international expert in the field of vector control,
having served for 13 years as an invited member of an international panel of experts on
environment management (PEEM), whose focus is the promotion of environmental
management measures as a control methodology; the panel included only two appointees
from the U.S. He has also provided consultative services to the World Health Crganization
(WHO) on assignment in Africa and Australia.

He has authorship of over 30 research publications on the bioclogy and control of
arthropod vectors of disease, and of several chapters of text on control methodclogies and
technigques adopted by the WHO and published in an international reference text on the
subject. He has also served as the keynote speaker and invited participant at many
symposia, seminars, technical society meetings, educational institutions and general
meetings in public. He is a member of a number of professional societies where he served in
official capacities, and on the editorial boards of their publications.



Locally Dr. Cooney has been very active in his community, serving on numerous
governmental and religious boards and committees, and as a member of civic organizations.
He 15 especially proud of hid service to the Sheffield Board of Education, and the board of
the Sheffield Education Foundation, of which he is a founding member. He was also
involved in a consultative way in the establishment of education foundations in the other
three local city school systems.

Ovwer the years he has also been very active in the city's youth sports programs having
coached all three major sports for 6-15 years.

He retired from the Tennessee Valley Authority and currently serves as an adjunct
professor of anatomy and physiology at Northwest Shoals Community College.

He is married to the former Mary Settle Wright, a Sheffield High School graduate,
and they have two children,-Dr. Joseph C. Cooney, Jr. (Chip), who graduated from
Sheffield High School in 1983, (wife Crisi), and Robert H. Cooney (Bob), and wife Carol,
who both graduated from Sheffield High School in 1986. Dr. Cooney prefers spending his
leisure time with his terrific grandchildren, Olivia Settle and Charles Walton Cooney.



