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Kelsey Finch, a native of Colbert County and son of well-known educator Leroy 

Finch, attended public schools in Sheffield, Alabama, graduating from Sheffield High 
School in 1975. While at Sheffield High School, he was an outstanding athlete, especially 

excelling in football. He was an all-state linebacker and running back as a senior and also a 

high school all-American linebacker. His performance earned him a football scholarship to 
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. He was a four-year letterman during his playing 

days, and in a game against the University of Florida in Gainsville, Florida, set the NCAA 

record for the longest run from scrimmage- 99 yards. He was drafted by the New Orleans 

Saints to play football in the NFL, but after some time decided that his future was not in 
professional sports. His two brothers also graduated from Sheffield High School and were 

outstanding football players. 

 
Kelsey holds a B.S. degree in marketing and a M.S. degree in education 

administration and supervision, and has been employed for many years as the Knoxville 

mayor’s Director of Community Relations; subsequently, political changes caused career 

path adjustments. He is currently employed as a Title VI Specialist for the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation and as a football coach at Carter High School. 

 

His civic involvements include: board member for Pellissippi State Community 
College; board chair of Knox Project Change; board chair of Knoxville Neighboring 

Housing and Commercial Services; vice chair of Knoxville Housing Partnership; Leadership 

Council of Boy Scouts of America; and trustee of his church. 

 
In his spare time he officiates high school football games in the state of Tennessee, 

and college football games in the Ohio Valley Conference. 

 


