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Mr. Graham Sisson, Jr. was reared m Sheffield, Alabama in the late 1970’s and early
1980’s. During that time, an unfortunate automobile accident left him paralyzed and
severely limited in his physical activity.

Yet despite these severe physical limitations, he persevered in his educational
pursuits and is currently the Executive Director, Governor’s Office on Disability as weil as
the Deputy Attorney General/ Assistant Attorney General in the Department of
Rehabilitation Services, Montgomery, Alabama. He is the state coordinator for the
Alabama with Disabilities Act (ADA).

As a senior at Sheffield High School in 1982, he graduated as valedictorian of his
class, and then continued his education at the University of North Alabama where he
graduated “summa cum laude” in 1987 with a Bachelor of Science degree. At that time he
was awarded the very prestigious Turns Fidelis and Keller Key awards for service and
academic achievement. From there he continued his education at Vanderbilt University
School of Law where he graduated with a Juris Doctor degree. He received numerous
accolades and appointments within the law school environment, and currently is a doctoral
candidate at Auburn University.

In conjunction with his formal degree centered education, he continues to attend
training and continued education classes, especially in the area of leadership and disabilities.
He also serves as an adjunct professor to the Birmingham School of Law and as a visiting
professor to Auburn University.

He began his law career as a summer associate, working with Birmingham law firms
in 1988-1989. After acquiring his law degree, he worked as a trial lawyer with law firms in
the Birmingham area representing both plaintiffs and defendants. From 1993 through 1995
he served as a deputy attorney general for the state of Alabama, and from 1995 through
1998 he was a trial associate of the Birmingham firm Nakamura and Quinn.

In much of his legal practice, and in his current position, he has been a strong and
effective advocate of human rights, emphasizing Americans with disabilities. In this regard,
he has held numerous prestigious positions as a member of advisory boards, governor’s
panels and has provided consultative services to governmental and non-governmental
agencies.

He is licensed with the Alabama State Bar, Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals and
the United States District Courts of the northern, middle and southern districts of Alabama.
His professional associations, in which he has held several official positions include; the
Alabama Bar Association, Alabama State Bar Association and the Birmingham Bar
Association.



He has produced a number of published articles and has provided more than 400
speeches concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act and its interaction with other laws.

He has been recognized for his efforts with a number of special awards, all of which
would be too voluminous to Iist. However, to name a few of particular distinctions, we
would include: United Nations Recognition Award 1999, MS Society, Advocate of the Year
2001, Special Recognition Award Camp ASCCA 2004, and Political Service Award-
University of North Alabama 2005.



