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Ray Wright grew up in East Tennessee between the Cumberland and the Smoky
Mountains, where he attended school at Harriman High, as well as the University of
Tennessee. After marryig Wynneska Walker, they moved to Alabama, and in 1957 settled
in the Sheffield Heights area, eventually moving to the York Terrace area of Sheffield,
Alabama. He and his wife reared five children, all of whom graduated from the Sheilield
City school system. Consequently, they have had someone in the school system
continuously since 1963. Thewr children and grandchildren have distinguished themselves
and have recerved various awards during their academic careers in the Sheffield School
System.

Mr. Wright is an avid sports enthusiast, and as his children grew, so did his interest
in school programs. He became involved in the Athletic Boosters club and the Sheffield
Little League, holding various offices in both organizations. He was president of the
boosters club when they successfully petitioned the School Board to rename the football
stadium for Coach Walton R. Wright. During this time the opportunity was presented for
him to help with the broadcast of the football and basketball games on radio. This evolved
into a 31 year long career, all but four of those with the Bulldogs. He retired from
broadcasting after the 2003 season with more than 800 broadcasts. In the late 1990's, in
conjunction with his radio broadcasts, he conducted a fan popularity poll to select the top 11
football players that they had ever seen. The city embraced the idea wholeheartedly and the
winners were introduced at the Colbert County v. Sheffield game that year.

In 1992, Mr. Wright was elected to the Sheffield City Council and served two terms
as a Councilman.

After avidly supporting the Sheffield Schocl System for so many vears and serving as
Grand Marshall for the 2006 homecoming events he stated, “I feel like T also attended
Sheffield schools. Sheffield had been cur home since the 1950’s, the Sheffield School Systern
has been our school system since the 1960’s, and I would not change that for anything.”



