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Milton Franklin was born in GGorgas, Alabama. Later his parents moved to
Jasper, Alabama, where he graduated from Walker County Training School in 1946.
He attended Alabama A&M, where he received a Bachelor’s degree in 1974, While
at A&M, he lettered in football, basketball, track, and was co-captain of the football
team in 1949. He coached football and basketball at Reed Town high school in
Russellville, Alabama from 1950-1953.

He was drafted into the Armed Services for two years and returned to Reed
Town for one additional year. He was then named coach at Sterling High School in
Sheffield, and coached basketball, football and track along with his academic
responsibilities without a paid assistant for 12 years. In 1971, he became assistant
basketbalf coach at Sheffield High School; the first black coach to be hired in this
area.

He is a member of the First Missionary Baptist Church in Sheffield, where he
serves as a deacon, Sunday School teacher, and participates in the mass choir and
male chorus.

In 2005, he was selected Muscle Shoals District Missionary Baptist Man of
the Year. Mr. Franklin has served on the Sheffield recreational board for 38 years,
and served as chairman for 12 of those years. He was inducted into the Alabama
A&M Hall of Fame for football, basketball and track in 1992 and also mnto the
Colbert County Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001.

Mz. Franklin is now enjoying retitement after more than 41 years of service
with his wife, Ida. They have two children, Lenita and Byron and five grandchildren.



