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Bora in Leesburg, Georgia on February 3, 1916. Ellen Forrester Miller graduated
from Tifton High School at the age of sixteen. Ellen attended Shorter College 1n Rome,
Georgia where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and History.
Following graduation, she taught English for nine months until her mother’s death when
she returned to Tifton to care for her younger sister. After two years at home in Tifton, Ellen
entered the University of Georgia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Chemistry and Home Economics.

For the next three years, Ellen taught at Jordan High School in Columbus, Georgia
before joining the United States Navy as a WAVE officer in World War II where she served
for three years as a communications officer. Her service included duty stations in North
Hampton, Massachusetts, Jacksonville, Florida and Oahau, Hawaii. After the war, she
accepted employment at the Georgia Power Company in Atlanta, Georgia as Director of
Public Relations and Transportation.

Married in 1947 to Thomas T. Miller, Sr., Ellen moved to Sheffield in 1950. They
had two children, Toby, born in 1949, and Nancy, born in 1955. Both are graduates of
Shefhield High School.

Ellen returned to the classroom after attending Florence State Teachers College,
known today as the University of North Alabama. She was graduated with a Master’s
degree in Education and joined the faculty of Sheffield High School in 1963 as an eleventh
grade English teacher.

Over the next twenty-five vears, she taught English, ran the Reading Laboratory for
remedial and reading-challenged students, and was the faculty sponsor for the Anchor Club
and Dermitasse yearbook. She also provided leadership, advice, and friendship to many
students. After her “official” retirement in 1986, she continued to teach part time for a
couple of years.

Ellen was an active citizen in civic, religious, and social activities. As a member of
the First Presbyterian Church, she taught Sunday School for over 40 years, was elected the
first woman Deacon Officer in the church and later served as an Elder.

As a teacher, she touched many lives and affected many students in a positive and
inspirational manner. She not only taught her student English; she also taught them life. At
her funeral in November of 2003, many former students gave testimonials to her
contributions to their success and lives,



