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Mr. Willie Henry Ruff, a native of Sheffield, is a Professor of Music at Yale
University where he has taught for 32 years. His earliest musical influences began in
Sheffield as a student of Sterling School, at church, but more fervently in the company of
Mutt McCord, his older neighbor. Mutt, at age 17, not only gave the seven year old Ruffa
set of drums, he taught him to read music. With those modest skills, Ruff, later at age 14,
lied about his age, enlisted in the army, learned the French horn and was accepted at Yale at
age 17, where he matriculated in with the aid of the GG.1. Bill of Righis.

After Yale and its Graduate School of Music in 1955, Ruff and Dwike Mitchell, his
musical friend from his “Armey Days” formed the Mitchell-Ruff Duo. The Duo has
brought to young people around the world, China, Russia, Europe and Latin America, the
magical story of American Music, most notably, to Jazz, the Blues and their antecedents.

An author, Ruff's autobiography, “A Call to Assembly” describes a childhood mn
Sheffield as well as his association with some of the musical legends of his time. Among the
honors awarded him are five Honorary Doctorates, the Deems Taylor ASACP award for

“ A Call to Assembly” and his inclusion on Sheffield’s Registry of Honor.



