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So what exactly is the 
International Baccalaureate?
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“...The International 
Baccalaureate (IB) is a 
non-profit foundation, 
motivated by its 
mission to create a 
better world through 
education”







INQUIRER

KNOWLEDGEABLE

BALANCED

COMMUNICATOR

PRINCIPLED

OPEN-MINDED

CARING

THINKING

REFLECTIVE

RISK-TAKER
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The IB Continuum

PYP (1997)

P - 5
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MYP (1994)

6 - 10

DP (1968)

11 - 12

CP (2012)

11 - 12

Westlake DP 
authorized in 

2016

Westlake MYP 
candidate school
(authorization 
projected for 
spring 2021)



What is IB MYP?

▪ International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)

▪ Ages 11-16 and/or grades 6-10 

▪ ALL 9th and 10th grade students 
at Westlake will be IB MYP 
students.

▪ The IB MYP emphasizes the 
principles of the IB programme: 
creative problem solving, hands-
on learning, student-led inquiry, 
international mindedness, and 
service learning.
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IB MYP Structure

▪ Requires at least 50 hours of teaching time for each subject 
group offered:

▪ 6 of the 8 subject groups must have a minimum of 50 hours 
of teaching time each year

▪Commitment to on-going teacher and staff professional 
development

• Language and literature
• Language acquisition
• Individuals and society
• Sciences

• Mathematics
• Arts
• Physical and health education
• Design



Why MYP?



The MYP Framework

▪ The IB MYP helps students develop subject-specific and 
interdisciplinary understanding.

▪ The MYP framework includes:
▪ IB Learner Profile, the core of all IB 
Programmes

▪ Approaches to Learning (ATL), helps 
students learn how to learn 

▪ Key and related concepts, helps 
students explore relevant big ideas

▪ Global contexts, helps students 
understand the relevance and 
importance their common humanity 
and shared guardianship of the planet
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Consideration
•2017-2018

Candidacy
•2018-2020

Authorization 
•2020-2021

Complete feasibility study 
and action plan

Engage all stakeholders in 
discussion of IB

Complete School 
Information Form

Complete required training 
for administrators and IB 
coordinator designate

Complete Application for 
Candidacy

Begin work with IB-
appointed consultant

In-school workshop: 
Launch the MYP 

In-district training

Train MYP teachers in each 
subject area during PLC 

meetings

Creation of MYP units, 
curriculum maps, and IB 

policies

Begin interdisciplinary 
content planning

Continue teacher training

Continue trial 
implementation of the IB-

MYP

Complete Application for 
Authorization (Oct. 1, 

2020)

Prepare for IB verification 
visit, Spring of 2021

Where are we in this process?
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The Journey 
to

IB MYP 
Authorization



Want More Info?

Westlake 
Website

ibo.org/parents

Jenelle Wingfield,
MYP & DP Coordinator

wingfieldj@fultonschools.org
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