Panther Tales

Felb. 22, 2024

Para ver este boletin en otro idioma, haga clic aqui para abrir el boletin en la web. En el lado
derecho, haz clic en traducir. (To view this newsletter in another language, click here to open the
newsletter on the web. On the right side, click translate.)

Principal's Message

Welcome back! It was great for students and staff to have a short break this week. Here is news
you need to know!

e Mr. Garrett plans to have a morning meet and greet with rising 6th grade parents at each
feeder elementary school in March from 8:00 -9:00 a.m. (Heards Ferry- March 22; Lake Forrest-
March 25; and High Point-March 26).

e Hardship Transfers- Applications for a hardship transfer will open on Jan.1 and remain open
through Feb. 28. Applications are reviewed annually by the Student Assignment Office.
Through this process, parents can seek a transfer for medical reasons, curriculum differences,
child care situations or if they are an employee of the school system. Parents may also
request the renewal of an existing hardship transfer. The Hardship Transfer Policy as well as

the Hardship Transfer Guidelines will be used to determine student eligibility.

Assistant Principals' Message

Confiscation of Non-Approved Items- Fulton County School campuses are a place of learning and
safety for all students. As such, we have a zero-tolerance policy for any personal items that cause
a distraction or disruption to the learning process.

This includes vapes, e-cigarettes, tobacco products, illegal substances, and any other personal
items that are not conducive to a safe and orderly learning environment. While this guidance is not
new, | would like to draw your attention to a minor revision that has been made to the current 2023-
2024 Student Code of Conduct. This revision explains the actions school administration will take
when the confiscation and/or destruction of these items is necessary to maintain a safe and
orderly learning environment for all students. In short, cell phones that are confiscated will only be
released to your parent or guardian at the end of the school day in which it was taken and no vape
cartridges, e-cigarettes that don't have a separate battery, etc. will be returned to any student or
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parent/guardian. These will be destroyed. Cartridges containing illegal substances may lead to
criminal charges.

Counselors' Corner

FEERUARY

FRIENDSHIP/TEAMWORK

Developing skills in making/keeping friends; empathy; working together; dealing with teasing/bullying: appreciation
February 5-9 National School Counseling Week Leadership, MTSS, 504, IEP, Grade-level meetings

C5 Finalists Interviews Individual, Group Counseling

8" Grade Newsletters via Email Program Data Analysis

Congratulations to all students who made the A & A/B Honor Roll!
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We LOVE the month of February. We express our love of education, learning, student achievement and
each other. During this month, let's make a special effort to enlarge our kindness circle by pulling a few others in.

Remember that words hurt too. Be mindful and what we say and do. It all matters.
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Useful Links from the Student Support Team
Georgia Department of Family & Children Services Child Abuse Hotline -
Reports are taken 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling 1-855-GACHILD / 1-855-422-4453

Georgia Crisis and Access Line - Forimmediate access to routine or crisis services, please call the Georgia Crisis and Access Line (GCAL) at 1-800-
715-4225 or 988. GCAL is the 24/7 hotline for accessing mental health services in Georgia.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - We can all help prevent suicide. Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress,
prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and best practices for professionals. 1-800-273-8255

Health Crisis Resources - Parent resources on COVID-12 from the National of School Psyc

National Online Safety - Here you will find the most up to date guides for social media apps and platforms. There is very useful information for
parents about apps such as Fortnite, Instagram, Snapchat, Tik Tok, YouTube and others.

StopBullying.gov - provides information from various government on cyber pr , and resp

Be the Voice-a driven that results in a kinder, more school

Calendar at a Glance

Feb. 23: Basketball @Crabapple

Feb. 28: Basketball Fast Academy- Home

February 29: Soccer Home @Davis Academy

March 1: College Shirt Day

March 1st: Basketball Holcomb Bridge

March 11: No school for students (PD Day for Teachers)
March 12: No school for students (Teacher Work Day)

Scoliosis Screenings February 29th

Friday, February 23rd, homeroom teachers in 6th and 8th grades will send home information about
the state-law-mandated Scoliosis Screening. This occurs annually for students in grade 6 and 8.
Contained in the information will also be an opt-out process should parents wish to decline.
Questions once you receive the information - contact Mr. Young, assistant principal.

Parent Scoliosis Screenina Notification Letter 2024 (1).docx
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Parent Scoliosis Screening Notification Letter 2023-2024 Final Spanish (2).docx

Download
62.8 KB

Title 1 Parent Input Meetings

Invitation for parent input.pdf

Download
384.7 KB

Input flyer Spanish (1).pdf

Download
384.7 KB

2024 All State Chorus

This past weekend, two RCMS students received the honor of attending the 2024 All State Chorus.
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prepare a solo, three scales, and sight read, and they are judged by other choral directors
throughout the state. Any students who make it past the two auditions are invited to Athens to
sing with some of the best singers in Georgia and work with well known clinicians. These are the
students who represented RCMS: Issa Simmons, 8th grade and Caroline Merrill, 7th grade.

Scoliosis Screenings February 29th!

Next week homeroom teachers sent home parent notification and information letters for state-law
mandated scoliosis screenings coming up for 6th graders and 8th graders. The letter is linked
below in English and Spanish for your convenience. If you wish to opt-out your child from the
screening process, you must return the letter to your child's homeroom teacher by Feb. 27th.
Otherwise no action is necessary!

Information letter in English

Carta informativa en Espafiol
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We’ve planned a variety of transition
events to welcome your student and family
into the Ridgeview united community.

Spirit Donuts - February 23rd!

It's Spirit Donut Time! Friday February 23rd! We will be selling donuts in the carpool AND bus lines
for $2 each (cash & check only) - please send exact change or consider donating change to the
school. Students must arrive on time to purchase a donut. Donut sales will start at 8:20am and will

close promptly at 9am so we do not disrupt instructional time.

212 Degree Award Winners for January
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To celebrate the IB traits our staff exemplify and to highlight those who have gone the 1 extra
degree, we give monthly 212 Degree Awards. It is built on the premise that at 211 degrees, water
doesn't boil. With just one extra degree, it boils. We're thankful for 5 staff members each month
who will be highlighted for giving that 1 extra degree to our school.

o Mr. Bell (CTAE/Engineering) was given the Risk-Taking & Thinking Award: The recipient is not
afraid to use creativity to inspire and to help others succeed. He takes the time to send shout
outs regarding his students' success. If you have ever seen his projects at the end of the 9
weeks you know that he plans engaging and challenging activities. He is fair, professional and
his students know that he cares about their future success beyond RCMS.

e Mr. Hulett (Counselor) Knowledge Award: He has incredible knowledge about how to connect
and counsel students. He is the epitome of personalized learning naturally but also does so
much to empower students to do well in their classes and get back up when they have made a
mistake or fallen.

¢ Coach Lloyd was given the Caring & Communicator Award: Coach Lloyd is ALWAYS visible in
the hallways, directing and greeting students and teachers!!!

» Niger Harrold (6th Grade Science) Principled & Balanced Award: The recipient demonstrates a
true passion for serving his community and teaching our youngest learners. We meet each
morning to discuss the agenda of the day where he explains the lesson in detail. Not only
does this teacher use an effective teaching strategy that creates a positive learning
environment, itpromotes fun while learning.

o Erin Entrup (Instructional Literacy Coach) was given the Open-Minded & Reflective Award: The
recipient is always on top of her task, is a wonderful communicator and is always willing to
lend a hand. Ms. Entrup is on the move to find new ways to motivate our students to do better
and learn.

PLC of the Month

Congratulations to the Connections Team for being named PLC of the Month. They are led by art
teacher Mr. McGraw and he has intentionally embedded best instructional practices within his
team. Congrats to Mr. McGraw, Mr. Bell, Ms. Shephard, Mr. Preston, Coach Lloyd, Coach Beasley,
Coach Dixon, Coach Strickland, Coach Sanders, Coach Hudson, Mr. Leo, Mr. Robinson and Ms.
Karantonis.

Volunteer Opportunity in the Media Center

Please sign up to help Mr. Bosarge in the Media Center. Come in any time between 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
to help shelve books. Sign up here.

Order Your Ad for the Yearbook! Ads Are Due March 1.

Celebrate that special student, teacher or staff member with an ad for the yearbook. March 1 is the
LAST day to order ads, with options of full page, half page or quarter pages. Please find pricing, as
well as the opportunity to design and order your ad at this link. The Yearbook code is #17957.

In addition, March 25 is the last day to order yearbooks! Order yearbooks here via Fulton County
Payments or at the above yearbook ad link.
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RCMS Wants SGC Candidates

The window for parents and teachers to declare candidacy for their school’s School Governance
Council (SGC) opened on February 5, 2024. During this time, individuals interested in serving a 2-
year term (July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2025) will need to complete a Candidate Declaration Form which
will be available on the Charter System Website. The declaration window will close on March 29,
2023. Interested parents and teachers can click_here to access requirements for candidacy. Voting
will take place in late March with additional information to come about the process soon. See the
SY2023 SGC Elections Guide for more information and council resources related to SGC Elections.
The Governance Team is currently working to develop additional elections materials for schools

including posters, handouts, lawn signs, etc. These materials will be sent out near the end of the
month and should arrive at schools in early February for your teams to use to promote elections.

Save the Date! RCMS Parent Party & Auction

Save the Date! Our annual RCMS Parent Party & Auction will be held on April 20th at the new El
Azteca on Peachtree Dunwoody Road! This fundraising event is a tremendous support for our

RCMS Foundation. Our Auction will be available online this year and we are in need of amazing
auction items! If you have something that you are willing to contribute, please fill out this form.
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Ticket sales open in March.

The Clinic Closet Needs Your Help!

RCMS families- Please help keep the clinic closet stocked with items that our students need from
time to time. Thank you for your help! Here is our Amazon wish list link.

Got News?

Panther Tales takes submissions for RCMS news or events that would benefit our student body. To
submit your information, please fill out this form and the Panther Tales team will get back to you
with any questions.

RCMS Foundation

The RCMS Foundation supports BOTH the Music and Sports programs at the school. We would
like to thank our community sponsors for believing in the mission the Foundation is supporting
and helping to fund all of these programs for the students. Our Foundation sponsors include Shep
Lawrence of Allstate Insurance Co. and Jennifer Barnes of Barnes Young Realty Team.

Joining the Foundation helps ensure that the school can continue to support these wonderful
programs, and becoming a Corporate Partner is a great way to promote your business and support
the students. Find out more about our Corporate Partnership Program here and look below to see
and support our generous sponsors.



https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1PK2UNW6J7HT0?ref_=wl_share
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSDIlv5QGauSFA61lSQRVB11cyW7h402tf7VFQhOaWmDMRSQ/viewform?pli=1
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3824d43f-9871-45c1-ad9b-924e5936bf83/downloads/Corporate%20Partners%20Program.final.pdf?ver=1693488958631

Jaguar Partner

—

— — T —

QuestOrthodontics

—— smiles accomplished ——

Cougar Partners

our community

Join me in supporting the Ridgeview Panthers.

| Shep Lawrence
404-937-6222
5252 Roswell Rd, Ste 102
=4 Sandy Springs
sheplawrence®@allstate.com (l :
\_'1;-‘._

$) Allstate.

Co.. Morthbrook, Il ©



BARNES m YOUNG

OPENMING DOORS TO YOUR FUTURE

404-419-3535

info@barnesyoung.com | @BYTRealty
Keller Williams Peachtree Road

Jimmy Baron
C| 404-234-2033

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING OUR RIDGEVIEW COMMUNITY! ‘%
Kira Karlin Baron
C| 678-895-8810

| ‘1 'A
. 0| 404-531-5700

J I MMY BARON Jimmy@JimmyBaron.com

AND ASSOCIATES www.limmyBaron.com
200 Glenridge Point Pkwy.

(404)234-2033 Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30342

Helping you make great real estate decisions

/ that will improve the quality of your life!

KELLERWILLIAMS, REALTY [E
FIRST ATLANTA




Atlanta Orthodontic Specialists

www.atlantaortho.com

Leopard Partners
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The best care for your kids
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Consider Joining PTA and Foundation!

+ Parent Teacher Association: Consider joining PTA with a range of donation levels to suit all
families. These donations fund teacher grants, classroom supplies, staff gifts and
recognitions, and student treats and incentives throughout the year. Please join at
Www.ptarcms.org.

¢ RCMS Foundation: Our amazing Foundation provides funding to our music and athletics
programs. If your student participates in these hallmark programs, we need your support.
Community partners are needed, too. Donate at www.rcmsfoundation.org.

Want to be Social?

Besides Panther Tales, Ridgeview Charter Middle School has several ways you can stay up-to-date
on news and happenings. Follow us on our main Facebook and Instagram pages for a peek into the
daily life of RCMS, plus read success stories about some of our RCMS alumni! The Ridgeview PTA
also has Facebook and Instagram pages for PTA-sponsored happenings, spirit wear updates and

volunteer opportunities.

Ridgeview Charter Middle School

Email' Ridgeview@fultonschools org

Phone: ,(@)254—771 0
Twitter: @RCMSPanther
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