Panther Tales

Feb. 15, 2024

Para ver este boletin en otro idioma, haga clic aqui para abrir el boletin en la web. En el lado
derecho, haz clic en traducir. (To view this newsletter in another language, click here to open the
newsletter on the web. On the right side, click translate.)

Principal's Message

Greetings Ridgeview United Community! Many events are coming up, including Rising 6th Grade
Parent Night on February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. Please note that we will have no school this Monday
and Tuesday: Feb. 19-20.

e Mr. Garrett, Mr. Hulett and Ms. Harp will conduct a 6th Grade Rising Parent Night from 6:00-
7:00 on Feb. 22 in the media center.

e Mr. Garrett plans to have a morning meet and greet with rising 6th grade parents at each
feeder elementary school in March from 8:00 -9:00 a.m. (Heards Ferry- March 22; Lake Forrest-
March 25; and High Point-March 26).

o Hardship Transfers- Applications for a hardship transfer will open on Jan.1 and remain open
through Feb. 28. Applications are reviewed annually by the Student Assignment Office.
Through this process, parents can seek a transfer for medical reasons, curriculum differences,
child care situations or if they are an employee of the school system. Parents may also

request the renewal of an existing hardship transfer. The Hardship Transfer Policy as well as e

the Hardship Transfer Guidelines will be used to determine student eligibility.

Assistant Principals' Message

Confiscation of Non-Approved Items- Fulton County School campuses are a place of learning and
safety for all students. As such, we have a zero-tolerance policy for any personal items that cause
a distraction or disruption to the learning process.

This includes vapes, e-cigarettes, tobacco products, illegal substances, and any other personal
items that are not conducive to a safe and orderly learning environment. While this guidance is not
new, | would like to draw your attention to a minor revision that has been made to the current 2023-
2024 Student Code of Conduct. This revision explains the actions school administration will take


https://www.smore.com/eg80a/edit?ref=show_author
https://www.smore.com/eg80a/edit?ref=show_author
http://www.boarddocs.com/ga/fcss/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=B7FNFW5320E7
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/Domain/335/SABrochure2.pdf

when the confiscation and/or destruction of these items is necessary to maintain a safe and
orderly learning environment for all students. In short, cell phones that are confiscated will only be
released to your parent or guardian at the end of the school day in which it was taken and no vape
cartridges, e-cigarettes that don't have a separate battery, etc. will be returned to any student or
parent/guardian. These will be destroyed. Cartridges containing illegal substances may lead to
criminal charges.

More detailed information on these actions can be found on pages 9 and 10 of our 2023-2024
Student Code of Conduct which is located here.

We urge you to discuss this matter with your student and ensure that they are aware of the
school's policy. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Counselors' Corner
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FRIENDSHIP/TEAMWORK

Developing skills in making/keeping friends; empathy; working together; dealing with teasing/bullying: appreciation
February 5-9 National School Counseling Week Leadership, MTSS, 504, IEP, Grade-level meetings

C5 Finalists Interviews Individual, Group Counseling

8" Grade Newsletters via Email Program Data Analysis

Congratulations to all students who made the A & A/B Honor Roll!
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We LOVE the month of February. We express our love of education, learning, student achievement and
each other. During this month, let's make a special effort to enlarge our kindness circle by pulling a few others in.
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Remember that words hurt 1oo. Be mindful and what we say and do. It all matters.

Useful Links from the Student Support Team
Georgia Department of Family & Children Services Child Abuse Hotline -
Reports are taken 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling 1-855-GACHILD / 1-855-422-4453

Georgia Crisis and Access Line - For immediate access to routine or crisis services, please call the Georgia Crisis and Access Line (GCAL) at 1-B00-
715-4225 or 988. GCAL is the 24/7 hotline for accessing mental health services in Georgia.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - We can all help prevent suicide. Lifaline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress,
prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and best practices for professionals. 1-800-273-8255

Health Crisis Resources - Parent resources on COVID-19 from the National Association of School Psychologists.

National Online Safety - Here you will find the most up to date guides for social media apps and platforms. There is very useful information for
parents about apps such as Fortnite. Instagram. Snapchat. Tik Tok. YouTube and others.

StopBullying.gov - provides information from various government ag on g cyber £, pr , and
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Be the Voice-a driven that results in a kinder, more inclusive school

Calendar at a Glance

Feb. 19: President’s Day (School Out)

Feb. 20: Student Holiday

Feb. 22: Rising 6th Grade Meeting from 6:00 to 7:00 PM
Feb. 23: Basketball @Crabapple

Feb. 28: Basketball Fast Academy- Home

March 1: College Shirt Day


https://www.fultonschools.org/codeofconduct

New JuniorBeta Club Inductees

The Ridgeview Junior Beta Club inducted new members last week! Ms. Sinon and Mrs. Nobles are
so proud of these students and their excellent work in the classroom and in their service projects!

Sixth Grade Statewide Honor Chorus

Congrats to our students who attend Sixth Grade Statewide Honor Chorus this weekend in Tifton!
Every school in Georgia has the opportunity to choose four sixth graders who show exemplary
skill, discipline, and responsibility in the chorus classroom. These students get to work with world

renowned musicians and end with a performance. The students that were chosen from Ridgeview
are: Gabrielle G., Lana H., Marcella L. and Caroline W.

Announcements and Events

No School Feb. 19th and 20th

As a reminder, students do not have school (or remote asynchronous work) on Monday and
Tuesday while we observe President’s Day holiday and have a teacher professional development
day. Students return Wednesday, Feb. 21.

Building Parent Capacity

The transition between middle school and high school is difficult for a variety of reasons and often
leads to students dropping out. Recent research shows that a smooth transition to ninth grade
contributes to students’ success in high school and beyond (Oakes & Waite, 2009). As there are a
variety of reasons for student dropout relating to this transition, there are also a multiplicity of

anlitinng and nrnarams to comhat this issile Transgition nlannina is the achnnl’s effart tn ease



this transition by preparing students for the academic, social and structural change of a new level
of school. Read more about transition planning here.
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We’'ve planned a variety of transition
events to welcome your student and family
into the Ridgeview united community.

Spirit Donuts - February 23rd!

It's Spirit Donut Time! Friday February 23rd! We will be selling donuts in the carpool AND bus lines
for $2 each (cash & check only) - please send exact change or consider donating change to the
school. Students must arrive on time to purchase a donut. Donut sales will start at 8:20am and will
close promptly at 9am so we do not disrupt instructional time.

Volunteer Opportunity in the Media Center

Please sign up to help Mr. Bosarge in the Media Center. Come in any time between 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
to help shelve books. Sign up here.

Order Your Ad for the Yearbook! Ads Are Due March 1.

Celebrate that special student, teacher or staff member with an ad for the yearbook. March 1 is the
LAST day to order ads, with options of full page, half page or quarter pages. Please find pricing, as
well as the opportunity to design and order your ad at this link. The Yearbook code is #17957.

In addition, March 25 is the last day to order yearbooks! Order yearbooks here via Fulton County

Payments or at the above yearbook ad link.



https://k12engagement.unl.edu/strategy-briefs/Middle%20to%20High%20School%20Transition%2010-31-2013.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E45AFAB22A0FF2-media2
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/general/homepage?portal=true
https://osp.osmsinc.com/FultonGA/

RCMS Wants SGC Candidates

The window for parents and teachers to declare candidacy for their school’s School Governance
Council (SGC) opened on February 5, 2024. During this time, individuals interested in serving a 2-
year term (July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2025) will need to complete a Candidate Declaration Form which
will be available on the Charter System Website. The declaration window will close on March 29,
2023. Interested parents and teachers can click_here to access requirements for candidacy. Voting
will take place in late March with additional information to come about the process soon. See the
SY2023 SGC Elections Guide for more information and council resources related to SGC Elections.
The Governance Team is currently working to develop additional elections materials for schools

including posters, handouts, lawn signs, etc. These materials will be sent out near the end of the
month and should arrive at schools in early February for your teams to use to promote elections.

Save the Date! RCMS Parent Party & Auction

Save the Date! Our annual RCMS Parent Party & Auction will be held on April 20th at the new El
Azteca on Peachtree Dunwoody Road! This fundraising event is a tremendous support for our

RCMS Foundation. Our Auction will be available online this year and we are in need of amazing
auction items! If you have something that you are willing to contribute, please fill out this form.



https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/7358
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/Domain/244/SY2021%20Candidate%20Qualifications%20-%20New%20Schools.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/Domain/244/SY2023%20SGC%20Elections%20Guide.pdf
https://forms.gle/TC3KQmaj79KUbHA29

RCNIS FOUNDATION
PARENT PARTY & AUCTION

) ¢ SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH, 7:00 P

S EL AZTEGA™

Ticket sales open in March.
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Fentanyl Awareness and Drug Prevention Program

All are welcome at this free event on Feb. 15. Please see below for more information.

e
! a PEACHTREE-DUNWOODY RD, 'FORMERLY UNCLE JULIOS |




FENTANYL AWARENESS
AND DRUG PREVENTION
~ PROGRAM

The City of Sandy Springs and Dan Salter, DEA Special Agent in Charge
(Retired) and current Director of the Atlanta-Carolinas High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area Program, cordially invite you to attend a fentanyl
awareness and drug prevention program on February 15, 2024. Topics
will include drug trends and the fentanyl and overdose crisis affecting our
nation, state, and community. All are welcome to attend this free event.

FEBRUARY 15
7PM.

Studio Theatre at City Springs
1 Galambos Way, Sandy Springs

N

GEORBIA ATLANTA-CAROLINAS SANDY SPRINGS
HIDTA PROGRAM aroralA

The Clinic Closet Needs Your Help!

RCMS families- Please help keep the clinic closet stocked with items that our students need from
time to time. Thank you for your help! Here is our Amazon wish list link.

Got News?

Panther Tales takes submissions for RCMS news or events that would benefit our student body. To
submit your information, please fill out this form and the Panther Tales team will get back to you
with any questions.

RCMS Foundation

The RCMS Foundation supports BOTH the Music and Sports programs at the school. We would
like to thank our community sponsors for believing in the mission the Foundation is supporting
and helping to fund all of these programs for the students. Our Foundation sponsors include Shep
Lawrence of Allstate Insurance Co. and Jennifer Barnes of Barnes Young Realty Team.

Joining the Foundation helps ensure that the school can continue to support these wonderful
programs, and becoming a Corporate Partner is a great way to promote your business and support
the students. Find out more about our Corporate Partnership Program here and look below to see
and support our generous sponsors.



https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1PK2UNW6J7HT0?ref_=wl_share
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSDIlv5QGauSFA61lSQRVB11cyW7h402tf7VFQhOaWmDMRSQ/viewform?pli=1
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3824d43f-9871-45c1-ad9b-924e5936bf83/downloads/Corporate%20Partners%20Program.final.pdf?ver=1693488958631

Jaguar Partner

—

— — T —

QuestOrthodontics

—— smiles accomplished ——

Cougar Partners

our community

Join me in supporting the Ridgeview Panthers.

| Shep Lawrence
404-937-6222
5252 Roswell Rd, Ste 102
=4 Sandy Springs
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BARNES m YOUNG

OPENMING DOORS TO YOUR FUTURE

404-419-3535

info@barnesyoung.com | @BYTRealty
Keller Williams Peachtree Road

Jimmy Baron
C| 404-234-2033

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING OUR RIDGEVIEW COMMUNITY! ‘%
Kira Karlin Baron
C| 678-895-8810

| ‘1 'A
. 0| 404-531-5700

J I MMY BARON Jimmy@JimmyBaron.com

AND ASSOCIATES www.limmyBaron.com
200 Glenridge Point Pkwy.

(404)234-2033 Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30342

Helping you make great real estate decisions

/ that will improve the quality of your life!

KELLERWILLIAMS, REALTY [E
FIRST ATLANTA




Atlanta Orthodontic Specialists

www.atlantaortho.com

Leopard Partners
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The best care for your kids

KBS APPAREL

WWW.KBSSPORTSAPPAREL.COM

SCH— MAN

ESTHETIC AND GENERAL DENTISTRY

troyschulmandds.com
770-396-7646

ELITE SMILES

ORTHODONTICS
CHASTAIN

Consider Joining PTA and Foundation!

+ Parent Teacher Association: Consider joining PTA with a range of donation levels to suit all
families. These donations fund teacher grants, classroom supplies, staff gifts and
recognitions, and student treats and incentives throughout the year. Please join at
Www.ptarcms.org.

¢ RCMS Foundation: Our amazing Foundation provides funding to our music and athletics
programs. If your student participates in these hallmark programs, we need your support.
Community partners are needed, too. Donate at www.rcmsfoundation.org.

Want to be Social?

Besides Panther Tales, Ridgeview Charter Middle School has several ways you can stay up-to-date
on news and happenings. Follow us on our main Facebook and Instagram pages for a peek into the
daily life of RCMS, plus read success stories about some of our RCMS alumni! The Ridgeview PTA
also has Facebook and Instagram pages for PTA-sponsored happenings, spirit wear updates and

volunteer opportunities.

Ridgeview Charter Middle School

Email' Ridgeview@fultonschools org

Phone: ,(@)254—771 0
Twitter: @RCMSPanther



https://www.ptarcms.org/
http://www.rcmsfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RidgeviewCharterMiddleSchool
https://www.instagram.com/ridgeviewpanthers/
https://www.facebook.com/RidgeviewCMSPTA
https://www.instagram.com/rcms_pta/
mailto:Ridgeview@fultonschools.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=5340+S+Trimble+Rd,+Sandy+Springs,+GA+30342,+USA&ftid=0x88f50ed3d8c84d61:0x3ca6cec8a49198ba
https://www.twitter.com/@RCMSPanther
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