
Elementary ELA Instructional Materials 
Review and Adoption Committee

March 20, 2023
4:00-6:00 PM

Mohave District Annex

Welcome!



Approval of Committee 
Meeting Minutes



Agenda for Monday, March 20, 2023
1. Roll Call and Welcome

2.  Approval of Committee Meeting Meeting from 2/28/23  (Action Item) 

3.  Review of Committee Agenda, Purpose, Norms, and Expectations  

4.  Arizona K-5 ELA Standards 

5. Prioritize criteria for instructional resources

7. Future Meetings 
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Committee Members
Classroom Teachers:

Sarah Prado Patty Malley
Magdalin Leonardo Meghan Tipton
Liz Gardemann Kendall Regan
Jennifer Bethke Sheena Byerley
Raquel Thomas Briana Reed
Alison Ellis Amber Lindsey
Lindsey Denny Nicole Viderman
Brianna Maxwell Katie Honeycutt
Jennifer Fox Amanda Chilcher
Cherie Kujawa Pat Collofello
Beth Green Candy Bloch
Nicole Hamilton Lori Soble
Cathy Skinner Samantha Janka
Remi Braca Colleen Harrison

Administrators: 
Julie Ballard
Chris Hodo

Parents/Community:
Briana Gillette
Kate Russo
Sarah Yaron
Mahaima Boemark

Specialist:  
Kerri Katz - SPED
Jesse Torres - SPED
Kaia Hart - ELD
Linda Tardie - Reading Specialist
Mickaela Leopold - Reading Specialist
Michelle Woulfe - Reading Specialist

PreK:
Emma Goetz
Shelley Pappas
Christine Bonow

District facilitators and support:
Diane Murphy
Dr. Kim Dodds Keran
Dede Johnston
Tyler Carey 



Introductions
• Name
• School
• 10 word (complete 

sentence)summary 
of your spring break



Purpose 
The purpose of the elementary English 

Language Arts (ELA) instructional 

materials textbook adoption committee 

is to review, evaluate, and recommend 

quality and appropriate textbooks and 

instructional resources for approval by 

the district Governing Board.  



Committee Norms
We will…
• be fully present.

• listen to understand and ask questions for clarification. 
• be open to new ideas. 
• invite and welcome the contributions of every member.
• be mindful of how often and how long you speak. 
• support the group’s recommendation after consensus is 

reached.
• question and challenge the idea, not the person.  



•It is an acceptable resolution; one that can be 
supported, even if it is not the “first choice” or 
“favorite” of each individual.  

•“Is this proposal something you can live with?”                                                  
While group members may be willing to go along                                                  
with a proposal, they do not actually need to favor it 
above another choice. 

•to “consent” means that even if group members                                       
disagree, there is still overall consent to move                                                    
forward in order to settle the issue. 

Consensus Decision Making



Clarifying Decision-Making Process
Defining Consensus
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Defours et al - Definition of Consensus: 

All points of view have been heard. 

The will of the group is evident 
even to those who most oppose it.

  



Arizona ELA Standards Please review the ELA 
standards for K-5. 



Guidelines for Adoptions



Proposed Criteria
Materials are 
informed by 

and based on 
Arizona Law 

and the 
Science of 
Reading

Materials 
reflect 

Evidence-based 
Teaching 

Principles and 
Structured 

Literacy  

Reading Texts 
Quality, 

Complexity, 
Rigor of Tasks 
and Writing 

including 
Alignment to 

Standards 

Educator and 
Student Ease, 
Supports, and 

Usability of 
Materials 



Future Meetings
4:00 - 6:00 

Laguna Elementary

• Wed, August 23 - review and rate materials
• Tues, August 29 - review and rate materials
• Tues, September 5 - review and rate materials
• Mon, Sept 11 - review and rate materials
• Mon, Sept 18 - review and rate materials, 

recommendation for next steps 
 

• October 2, 3, and/or 4  - presentations  
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