
Elementary ELA Instructional Materials 
Review and Adoption Committee

Feb 21, 2023
4:00-6:00 PM

Mohave District Annex

Welcome!



Approval of Committee 
Meeting Minutes



Agenda for Tuesday, February 21, 2023
1. Roll Call and Welcome

2.  Approval of Committee Meeting Meeting from 2/8/23  (Action Item) 

3.  Review of Committee Agenda, Purpose, Norms, and Expectations  

4.  Arizona K-5 ELA Standards 

5. Review of SUSD Literacy Data 

6. ADE and other organizations recommendations for ELA resources 

7. Future Meetings 
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Remi Braca Colleen Harrison

Administrators: 
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Michelle Woulfe - Reading Specialist

PreK:
Emma Goetz
Shelley Pappas
Christine Bonow

District facilitators and support:
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Dr. Kim Dodds Keran
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Introductions
Which presidential quote resonates with you?  
Share the quote and why you picked it.  

• If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more 
and become more, you are a leader.  John Adams 

• I can not live without books. Thomas Jefferson

• I am a slow walker, but I never walk backwards.    Abraham Lincoln

• Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.  Theodore 
Roosevelt

• If you’re walking down the right path and you’re willing to keep 
walking,  eventually you’ll make progress.  Barack Obama



Purpose 
The purpose of the elementary English 

Language Arts (ELA) instructional 

materials textbook adoption committee 

is to review, evaluate, and recommend 

quality and appropriate textbooks and 

instructional resources for approval by 

the district Governing Board.  



Committee Norms
We will…
• be fully present.

• listen to understand and ask questions for clarification. 
• be open to new ideas. 
• invite and welcome the contributions of every member.
• be mindful of how often and how long you speak. 
• support the group’s recommendation after consensus is 

reached.
• question and challenge the idea, not the person.  



•It is an acceptable resolution; one that can be 
supported, even if it is not the “first choice” or 
“favorite” of each individual.  

•“Is this proposal something you can live with?”                                                  
While group members may be willing to go along                                                  
with a proposal, they do not actually need to favor it 
above another choice. 

•to “consent” means that even if group members                                       
disagree, there is still overall consent to move                                                    
forward in order to settle the issue. 

Consensus Decision Making



Clarifying Decision-Making Process
Defining Consensus

9

Defours et al - Definition of Consensus: 

All points of view have been heard. 

The will of the group is evident 
even to those who most oppose it.

  



Arizona ELA Standards Please review the ELA 
standards for K-5. 

Which standards are most 
important for our students to 

use in the future?  

● Information security analysis
● Home Health aides
● Entrepreneur



 

Science of Reading Scarborough’s Reading Rope



Writing 
Rope



Writing Resources



ADE Recommended Minutes



ADE Recommended Minutes
90-minute Reading Block



Priorities for 
ELA 

Curriculum

Priorities
Phonemic Awareness taught explicitly and systematic 

Decodable books and texts

Encoding skills (spelling) follow a progression

Explicit instruction in morphology

Systematic and explicit lesson structures for both PA and phonics

Focus on reading fluency (rate and prosody) 

Focus on decoding words using orthographic mapping 

Small groups based on skills

Sight words/high frequency words are explicitly taught and 
practiced

Explicit instruction on sound-letter

Focus on handwriting is balanced with computer work

Structured Literacy approach (SOR)

Phonemic Awareness K-5



Big Ideas from Research
● Explicit, systematic, engaging. cumulative, 

diagnostic, and multisensory
● Connected, rigorous program with explicit 

lesson plans 
● Strong K-3 skills 
● Connected text is critical 
● Includes:  phonology, orthography, syntax, 

morphology, semantic
● Orthographic instruction
● Tier 2 words explicitly taught
● Rate and accuracy + prosody = Fluency
● Important for kids to build mastery of PH
● Must focus on richer texts.

● More opportunities for examining texts.
● Quality mentor texts - which will positively 

influence their writing.
● Focus on themes.
● Books and literature as works of art. 
● Writing process must be taught in a systematic 

way, building on each other.  
● Start with critical skills and graduate up to 

provide enrichment and differentiation.  
● Explicit handwriting instruction 
● Writing scope and sequence
● Teach writing daily and in an integrated way.
● Grammar needs to be incorporated into writing 

instruction. 



● Increase reading stamina in literature reading.
● Equal attention to informational and literature instruction.
● How to better help our students when it comes to literature.
● Maintain informational and writing conventions. 
● Literature - maybe teach more inference.
● Stamina - need time to sit and focus when looking at reading literature.
● More literature exposure.
● More balance between informational and literature based texts.
● Research based curriculum for Tier 2 and 3.
● Need for an all-inclusive program.
● We need a balanced approach to teaching reading.  How can we improve our 

literature scores on AASA?

What did the Data show us? 



Data



Guidelines for Adoptions



Proposed Criteria
Arizona state 
Requirements

● ARS 15-704
● Science of Reading
● Structured Literacy 

Content and 
Instructional Concepts 

Educator and 
Student Support 

Usability 

● Foundational Skills  
● Text Selection, Range, 

and Quality
● Writing
● Instructional Context
● Assessment Tools 

● Alignment to 
standards 

● Differentiation 
● Design 
● Supports 



Proposed Criteria
Arizona state 
Requirements

● ARS 15-704
● Science of 

Reading

● Structured 

Literacy 

Content and 
Instructional 

Concepts 

Educator and 
Student Support 

Usability 

● Foundational 
Skills  

● Text Selection, 
Range, and 
Quality

● Writing
● Instructional 

Context
● Assessment Tools 

● Alignment to 
standards 

● Differentiation 
● Design 

● Supports 

Revise and Edit

● Does the criteria 
include the 
important priorities 
we have identified?  

● Does the criteria 
make sense? 

● Are there ways to 
subgroup the 
criteria? 



Future Meetings
Tuesday, February 28, 2023

4:00 - 6:00 
Mohave District Annex 

Focus: Creating criteria and rubric

• Wednesday, March 8

23

Homework:
Review Reading League and 
Structured Literacy Rubrics 

ESSA Tiers of Evidence

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13TM1p5DtA6zBOFlWPA84FxvLEQFI-3Ww/view?usp=sharing

