
Elementary ELA Instructional Materials 
Review and Adoption Committee

Feb 13, 2023
4:00-6:00 PM

Mohave District Annex

Welcome!



Approval of Committee 
Meeting Minutes



Agenda for Monday, February 13, 2023
1. Roll Call and Welcome

2.  Approval of Committee Meeting Meeting from 2/1/23  (Action Item) 

3.  Review of Committee Agenda, Purpose, Norms, and Expectations  

4.  Arizona K-5 ELA Standards 

5. Evidence-based Literacy Research 

6. SUSD Literacy Data

7. Future Meetings 
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Parents/Community:
Briana Gillette
Kate Russo
Sarah Yaron
Mahaima Boemark
Sarah Dorn
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Emma Goetz
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District facilitators and support:
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Dede Johnston
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Introductions
In honor of Valentine’s Day 
tomorrow…what teacher 
made the biggest difference 
in your life?  

Who is your special Valentine 
teacher?  



Purpose 
The purpose of the elementary English 

Language Arts (ELA) instructional 

materials textbook adoption committee 

is to review, evaluate, and recommend 

quality and appropriate textbooks and 

instructional resources for approval by 

the district Governing Board.  



Committee Norms
We will…
• be fully present.

• listen to understand and ask questions for clarification. 
• be open to new ideas. 
• invite and welcome the contributions of every member.
• be mindful of how often and how long you speak. 
• support the group’s recommendation after consensus is 

reached.
• question and challenge the idea, not the person.  



•It is an acceptable resolution; one that can be 
supported, even if it is not the “first choice” or 
“favorite” of each individual.  

•“Is this proposal something you can live with?”                                                  
While group members may be willing to go along                                                  
with a proposal, they do not actually need to favor it 
above another choice. 

•to “consent” means that even if group members                                       
disagree, there is still overall consent to move                                                    
forward in order to settle the issue. 

Consensus Decision Making



Clarifying Decision-Making Process
Defining Consensus
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Defours et al - Definition of Consensus: 

All points of view have been heard. 

The will of the group is evident 
even to those who most oppose it.

  



Arizona ELA Standards Please review the ELA 
standards for K-5. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14LbBL6m-uazW72vA2r2sn2XB_ZMNjcX9dxvK8bWtxLM/edit?usp=sharing


ELA Standard - which grade levels? 
Kinder First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Sight Words (irregular spelling) x x x x

Read on level fluently x x x x x x

Manuscript x x x

Prefixes/Suffixes x x x x

Six Syllables x x x x x

Phonemic Awareness x x

Cursive x x x

Morphology x x

Compare/Contrast x x x x x x

Writing Research x x x x x x

Writing Revision x x x x x x





 

Science of Reading Scarborough’s Reading Rope



Science of Reading
Reading Comprehension is a Product of 

Decoding and Language Comprehension.

When decoding or language comprehension are 
weak…Reading comprehension will be weak. 

D  x  LC  =  RC



Priorities for a ELA Curriculum
● Which ‘red flags’ are 

non-negotiables?    



Literacy Research Jigsaw
Everyone read page 1

Reader A:  Reading, Structured Literacy 
Reader B:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, Morphology
Reader C:  Fluency, Decodable Texts
Reader D:  Close Reading, Information, Literacy, Comprehension
Reader E:   Writing, Spelling
Reader F:  Handwriting, Grammar, Keyboarding

Purpose:  To share key insights about the research for your areas with your group.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p8i3noutzoQuNfXA6Kq6g7cKVtZg-gEu6MCZg9IKB9A/edit?usp=sharing


Priorities for ELA Curriculum
Based on the Literacy 
Research Jigsaw activity, 
what should our ELA 
curriculum include for each 
of the priority areas?  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-LhM41RMaL_xh4vjIvr91KruJfcSmgbSTt8dAzQPP_g/edit?usp=sharing


Data Longitudinal trend data 
allows to compare data 
points over a given period 
of time and identify 
uptrends, downtrends, 
and stagnation. 

Trend analysis may be 
used to inform 
decision-making.  
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State ELA Education Testing 2015 to Present

School Year Test Name Content Area
Grade 
Levels

2015 to 2019 AzMERIT ELA and Math 3-11

2019-2020 No State Assessment Testing

2020-2021 AzM2 ELA 3 - 8, 10

2021-present AASA ELA 3-8



Average Total State ELA Scale Score by Grade

The overall scale 
score by grade 
level, pre and 
post 2020, show 
a slight drop in 
score.

Most of the 
decline in 3rd and 
4th grade scores 
occurred in 
2021. 

Grade 5 has had a 
steady decline.



State ELA Levels by Grade
Average Performance 
Levels are from 1-4. 

Performance levels of 
3 and 4 are considered 
passing.

Performance levels for 
all grades experienced 
a drop. Drops in 
average performance 
levels typically are due 
to ‘border’ students 
dropping into the 
lower category.



AASA State Reading for Literature 

Reporting 
categories are 
graded 1, 2, or 3.

A performance 
level of 2 is 
considered grade 
level.

Reading 
Literature had 
the largest 
change in 
average score.



State ELA Reading for Informational Text

Reporting 
categories are 
graded 1, 2, or 3.

A performance 
level of 2 is 
considered grade 
level.

Informational text 
was stable pre 
and post 2020.



State Writing and Language

Reporting 
categories are 
graded 1, 2, or 3.

A performance level 
of 2 is considered 
grade level.

Writing and 
Language was 
stable pre and post 
2020.





State Writing Essay - Purpose, Focus, Organization

Writing essay SOPFO 
is scored out of 4 
points.

Unlike overall scores 
and performance 
levels, writing essay 
scores showed 
increases in average 
scores.



State Writing Essay Evidence and Elaboration

Writing essay 
Evidence and 
Elaboration is 
scored out of 4 
points.



State Writing Essay Conventions and Editing

Writing essay 
Conventions and 
Editing is scored 
out of 2 points.



Strength of FastBridge 
Benchmarks in Predicting 
Performance on AASA 
English Language Arts 
Grades 3-5

Colored lines indicate the 
approximate cut score to pass 
for each grade level

N=12,619

3rd Grade n=4592

4th Grade n=3833

5th Grade n=4194



Grade 3
n=1375

Results of the 
Pearson correlation 
indicated that there 
was a significant 
positive association 
between the average 
aReading percentile 
and 3rd grade AASA 
ELA scale score, 
r=.864, p<.001.

The average 
aReading percentile 
and 3rd grade AASA 
performance level 
was also strongly 
correlated, r=.844, 
p<.001.

Grade 3 FastBridge aReading correlated to State test



Grade 4
n=1368

Results of the Pearson 
correlation indicated that 
there was a significant 
positive association 
between the average 
aReading percentile and 
4th  grade AASA ELA scale 
score, r=.863, p<.001.

The average aReading 
percentile and 4th  grade 
AASA performance level 
was also strongly 
correlated, r=.829, 
p<.001.

Grade 4 FastBridge aReading correlated to State test



Grade 5
n=1470
Results of the Pearson 
correlation indicated that 
there was a significant 
positive association 
between the average 
aReading percentile and 5th  
grade AASA ELA scale score, 
r=.845, p<.001.

The average aReading 
percentile and 5th  grade 
AASA performance level was 
also strongly correlated, 
r=.829, p<.001.

Grade 5 FastBridge aReading correlated to State test



FastBridge earlyReading Kindergarten Average Percentiles
Currently Enrolled Students as of Feb 8, 2023

Scores are 
Nationally 
normed. 



FastBridge earlyReading Grade 1 Average Percentiles
Currently Enrolled Students as of Feb 8, 2023

Scores are 
Nationally 
normed. 



Data 
What does the data 
show us that we need 
to consider when 
considering a new ELA 
core curriculum?     



Future Meetings
Tuesday, February 21, 2023

4:00 - 6:00 
Mohave District Annex 

Focus: ADE and adoption documents, 
Creating criteria 

• Tuesday, February 28
• Wednesday, March 8
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Homework
ESSA Tiers of Evidence

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13TM1p5DtA6zBOFlWPA84FxvLEQFI-3Ww/view?usp=sharing

