
Elementary ELA Instructional Materials 
Review and Adoption Committee

Feb 8, 2023
4:00-6:00 PM

Mohave District Annex

Welcome!



Approval of Committee 
Meeting Minutes



Agenda for Wednesday, February 8, 2023
1. Welcome and Roll Call

2.  Approval of Committee Meeting Meetings (Action Item) 

3.  Review of Committee Agenda, Purpose, Norms, and Expectations  

4.  Arizona K-5 ELA Standards 

5. Science of Reading Research 

6. Evidence-based Literacy Research 

7. Future Meetings 
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Committee Members
Classroom Teachers:

Sarah Johnson Patty Malley
Magdalin Leonardo Meghan Tipton
Liz Gardemann Kendall Regan
Jennifer Bethke Sheena Byerley
Raquel Thomas Briana Reed
Alison Ellis Amber Lindsey
Lindsey Denny Nicole Viderman
Brianna Maxwell Katie Honeycutt
Jennifer Fox Amanda Chilcher
Cherie Kujawa Pat Collofello
Beth Green Candy Bloch
Nicole Hamilton Lori Soble
Cathy Skinner Samantha Janka
Remi Braca Colleen Harrison

Administrators: 
Julie Ballard
Chris Hodo

Parents/Community:
Briana Gillette
Kate Russo
Sarah Yaron
Mahaima Boemark
Sarah Dorn

Specialist:  
Kerri Katz - SPED
Jesse Torres - SPED
Kaia Hart - ELD
Linda Tardie - Reading Specialist
Mickaela Leopold - Reading Specialist
Michelle Woulfe - Reading Specialist

PreK:
Emma Goetz
Shelley Pappas
Christine Bonow

District facilitators and support:
Diane Murphy
Dr. Kim Dodds Keran
Dede Johnston
Tyler Carey 



Introductions
1) Name
2) School
3) What literary character do you 

most identify with and why? 



Discussion of “Homework” Article
• What were some of the 

“ah-ha” moments from the 
article?

• What questions do you have 
based on the article?

• What new insights did the 
gleam?

• What are you already doing - 
and how is that going? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fBIbT0ap5ql_c-BCkyHnHI6A8tuLDDgN/view?usp=sharing


Purpose 
The purpose of the elementary English 

Language Arts (ELA) instructional 

materials textbook adoption committee 

is to review, evaluate, and recommend 

quality and appropriate textbooks and 

instructional resources for approval by 

the district Governing Board.  



Committee Norms
We will be…
• be fully present.
• listen to understand and ask questions for clarification. 
• be open to new ideas. 
• invite and welcome the contributions of every member.
• be mindful of the of how often and how long you 

speak. 
• support the group’s recommendation after consensus is 

reached.
• questions and challenges are welcomed.   Question and 

challenge the idea, not the person.  



•Consensus decision making  is a group 
decision making process that seeks 
consent of all participants where 
everyone’s opinions are heard and 
understood.  
•It is an acceptable resolution; one 
that can be supported, even if it is 
not the “first choice” or “favorite” 
of each individual.  

Consensus Decision Making



Consensus is…
•consenting to a proposal because group members choose to cooperate 

with the direction of the group rather than insist on their personal 
preference.

•“Is this proposal something you can live with?”                                                  
While group members may be willing to go along                                                  
with a proposal, they do not actually need to favor                                               
it above another choice. 

• to “consent” means that even if group members                                       
disagree, there is still overall consent to move                                                    
forward in order to settle the issue. 



Clarifying Decision-Making Process
Defining Consensus
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Defours et al - Definition of Consensus: 

All points of view have been 
heard. 

The will of the group is evident 
even to those who most oppose it.  



Arizona ELA Standards Please review the ELA 
standards for K-5. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13TAWJSTDWAOOfu1clT7RJk12n7JGBjX2fg-if57gU-E/edit?usp=sharing


Science of Reading
The Science of Reading (SOR) is 
the emerging consensus from 
many related disciplines and 
based on thousands of studies 
around the world.  The research 
shows how students learn to 
read and what works when they 
don’t learn, and what instruction 
is most likely to work for most 
students.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xn5LoPgi-baqwqgXm7j9zdXx3aZN0_DjJk5H4bC_xQM/edit?usp=sharing


The Science of Reading (SOR) 
has shown that reading is NOT 
natural and needs to be 
explicitly taught in a systematic 
way for students to become 
fluent readers.  

Science of Reading







Neuroscience - the Brain
Our brain is wired for 

speaking and listening, 
but not reading and 

writing.  
97% of human existence existed with 

no reading or writing.   



SLIDESMANIA.COM

The Brain
Reading occurs on the left 
side of the brain including 

orthographic processor 
(recognizes letters and 

words), and phonological 
processor (recognizes 

sounds), and the 
phonological assembly 

region (connect speech to 
print). 

Struggling readers do not use the 
phonological assembly region on the left 
side of the brain.  They are using other 

parts of their brain which is not efficient. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWWCmuAEBB4


 

Science of Reading Scarborough’s Reading Rope



D  x  LC  =  RC
Decoding                         Language                            Reading
                                     Comprehension                 Comprehension
  

   

 

Science of Reading:  Simple View of Reading



Science of Reading
Reading Comprehension is a Product of 

Decoding and Language Comprehension.

When decoding or language comprehension are 
weak…Reading comprehension will be weak. 

D  x  LC  =  RC



 

Science of Reading:   Scarborough’s Reading Rope
We can’t assume a 
student who struggles 
with reading 
comprehension needs 
work on 
comprehension.   
 
The student may need 
help on one or more of 
the strands in the 
rope.   



Science of Reading
What SOR practices are 
occurring now that we 

should continue?   
 

What practices are 
occurring now that we 
should NOT continue?  



Sound Wall & 
Vowel Valley 

A Sound Wall and Vowel Valley match speech to 
print.  
They support students in learning high frequency 
words and learning to read unfamiliar words.  

When students listen for the phonemes in a word, 
they can use a sound wall to identify the the 
different ways to spell the sounds.





Orthographic Mapping
Orthographic Mapping is storing words in long term 
memory as a unique letter string which can be read 
effortlessly and instantly. 

The reading brain does NOT store words as visual images.  

Our visual cortex can only hold 2,000 sight-sound symbols, 
but there are over 1,000,000 words and most humans store 
between 30,000-70,000 words/word parts in the brain. 



Orthographic Mapping  

/b/  /o/  /t/

b    oa     t

tap 

map 

graph 



/eigh/  /t/

eigh    t

tap 

map 

graph 

Orthographic Mapping  



Orthographic Mapping  
Consolidated Alphabetics:  phonology, morphology, orthography 

/un/ /pre/ /dict/ /able/ 

un pre dict able

tap 

map 

graph 



Orthographic Mapping  
Do NOT send Sight Words home as 
flashcards. Explicitly teach sight 
words. 

Do 6-Syllable Rules

Do Spelling



Teach foundational skills using phonemic awareness, 
letter-sound, syllable types, syllable divisions

Explicit, 
directed 

instruction in 
foundational 

skills  



Phonemic Awareness
The most common causes of difficulties in accurate and 
fluent word recognition involves difficulty  in phonological 
knowledge and skills.  
Phoneme awareness is a strong predictor of long-term 
reading and spelling success and can predict literacy 
performance more accurately than variables such as 
intelligence, vocabulary knowledge and socioeconomic 
status.  



Phonemic Awareness
Phonemic awareness is the 

#1 deficiency in dyslexic 
and struggling readers.

  
Rapid Automatic Naming 

(RAN) is the #2 biggest issue 
for dyslexic and struggling 

readers.  



Small group based on skill deficits



Decodable Texts

Students learning to read 

(struggling readers) need 

practice reading texts based 

on the phonics SKILL taught.



Explicitly teach Spelling
● English has 26 letters that make 44 

sounds and over 1,100 different ways to 

spelling those sounds!

● Students need to learn spelling pattern 

generalizations and common spelling 

rules.



Explicitly teach Spelling
long 

/a/

long 

/e/

long 

/i/



Explicitly teach Spelling
long 

/a/
a a_e ai ay ea ei ey eigh

long 

/e/
e ee ea y ie e_e ey i_e ei

long 

/i/
i_e i y ie igh y_e



Structured Literacy 
● Structured literacy emphasizes highly explicit and 

systematic teaching of all important components of 
literacy. 

● Components include foundational skills (decoding, 
spelling) and higher-level literacy skills (reading 
comprehension, written expression). 

● Structured Literacy  also emphasizes phonemic 
awareness, and the ability to manipulate those 
sounds.

View the page, Typical vs. Structured Literacy

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h_zhRiBtX-Lb29elsjSQ08YbhIuCFcB_/view?usp=sharing


Priorities for a ELA Curriculum
1. Based on the Science of Reading Research 

what should our ELA curriculum include, and 
what are ‘red flags’?  

1. Prioritize your list.   



Priority List from Feb 1
● Writing - meaningful, systematic, 

vertically aligned 
● Decodable readers
● Vocabulary - common/academic
● Phonemic Awareness - explicit, solid, 

comprehensive
● Science of Reading
● Explicit phonics
● Engaging, high interest, rich, 

meaningful quality topics
● Differentiation (leveled, ELL, gifted)
● Teacher guide, user friendly

● Big 5
● Sprialing (back to skills)
● Handwriting
● Technology, online digital materials and 

resources
● 50/50 fiction/nonfiction
● Spelling - solid, connects to decodable 

texts and phonics patterns
● Diversity, culturally rich, inclusive
● Grammar curriculum
● Aligns to FastBridge
● Thematic learning/cross curricular in 

multiple subjects



Literacy Research Jigsaw
Everyone read page 1

Reader A:  Reading, Structured Literacy 
Reader B:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, Morphology
Reader C:  Fluency, Decodable Texts
Reader D:  Close Reading, Information, Literacy, Comprehension
Reader E:   Writing, Spelling
Reader F:  Handwriting, Grammar, Keyboarding

Purpose:  To share key insights about the research for your areas with your group.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p8i3noutzoQuNfXA6Kq6g7cKVtZg-gEu6MCZg9IKB9A/edit?usp=sharing


Priorities for ELA Curriculum
Based on the Literacy 
Research Jigsaw activity, 
what should our ELA 
curriculum include for each 
of the priority areas?  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-LhM41RMaL_xh4vjIvr91KruJfcSmgbSTt8dAzQPP_g/edit?usp=sharing


Future Meetings
Monday, February 13, 2023

4:00 - 6:00 
Mohave District Annex 

Focus: Literacy Data  

• Tuesday, February 21
• Tuesday, February 28
• Wednesday, March 8
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Homework
ESSA Tiers of Evidence

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13TM1p5DtA6zBOFlWPA84FxvLEQFI-3Ww/view?usp=sharing

