
Secondary Science Curriculum 
Adoption Committee Meeting

Monday, October 30, 2023
SUSD Oak Campus
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Call to Order
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Roll Call
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Roll Call

Sign In Sheet
Please record arrival time on the sign-in sheet as you arrive.  Record 
departure time if you are leaving before the meeting officially adjourns.
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The Committee

Group A
Earth and Space Science, 
Oceanography/Astronomy, 

Christopher Donovan
Paula Sabato
Marissa Blanco-Johnson
Providence Ryan
Rissel Langbacker
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Group B
Environmental Science,
AP Environmental Science
Zoology/Botany

Julie Koshy
Jen MacColl
Micah Sandys
Jaclyn Papa
Jodi Meyers
Kim Salaway

Group C
Astrophysics

Steve Millam
Dr. Nagib Balfakih
Michael Bengert
Dr. Michelle Watt



Committee Support

6

Dr. Kim Dodds Keran - Director of Teaching and Learning
- Committee Co-Chair

Johanna Kaiser - Science Academic Coach
- Committee Co-Chair

Dede Johnston - Instructional Materials Coordinator



Norms
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Be fully 
present.

Listen to 
understand 

and ask 
questions for 
clarification.

Invite and 
welcome the 

contributions of 
every member.

Be open to 
new ideas. 

Be mindful of 
how often and 
how long you 

speak. 

Questions and 
challenges are 

welcomed.  
Question and 
challenge the 
idea, not the 

person. 

Support the 
group's 

recommendation 
after consensus 

is reached.
 

Take care of 
your needs.



Agenda for 
October 30, 2023
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Agenda for Monday, October 30, 2023
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
Information/Discussion and Possible Action
3. Approval of Agenda - Action Item
4. Approval of minutes from October 19, 2023 - Action Item
5. SUSD Secondary Science Curriculum Adoption Curriculum 

Evaluation Rubric Review
6. Evaluating Materials Calibration Activity
7. Future Meetings
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Action Item

Discussion and Approval of Meeting Agenda for 
October 30, 2023
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Minutes from 
October 19, 2023
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Action Item

Discussion and Approval of Meeting Minutes 
from October 19, 2023
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Rubric
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Standards vs. Curriculum vs. Instruction

Standards - What students need to know, understand, and be able to do by 
the end of each grade (end of high school). The WHAT  

Curriculum - Resources adopted by districts to be used in the classroom to 
teaching the standards. The HOW (part 1)

Instruction - The methods used by teachers to teach their specific students.  
The HOW (part 2)
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ADE Guidance for Evaluating High Quality Science 
Instructional Materials

ADE Guidance for Evaluating High Quality Instructional Science Materials Resource Page

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/02/ADE%20Guidance%20for%20Evaluating%20Science%20Instructional%20Materials.pdf
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Let’s remind ourselves of the 
the criteria for vendors that the 
committee reviewed last week. 

Criteria
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Created Spring 2023.  Heavily adapted from the nationally-recognized EQuIP 
Rubric (Educators Evaluating the Quality of Instructional Products Rubric).  

SUSD Rubric
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Cover Page EXAMPLE PLACARD
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Category 1: 
3D Design

Category 2: 
Instructional 

Supports

Category 3: 
Monitoring Student 

Progress



Unpacking the Rubric Activity
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Calibration Activity
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Sample Lesson
Alone Zone
- Review
- Score 

Small Group
- Discuss scores within your group

Whole Group
- Share scores
- Noticings and Wonderings
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Future Meetings
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Next Meetings

Monday, December 4th, 2023 from 3:30 - 5:30 
at SUSD Oak Learning Campus 7501 E Oak St, Scottsdale, AZ 85257

Monday, December 11th, 2023 from 3:30 - 5:30 
at SUSD Oak Learning Campus 7501 E Oak St, Scottsdale, AZ 85257

Monday, December 18th, 2023 from 3:30 - 5:30 
at SUSD Oak Learning Campus 7501 E Oak St, Scottsdale, AZ 85257

*Primary goal of these meetings will be reviewing materials
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Meeting 
adjourned!

Thank you!
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