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SUMMER SLIDE

Research conducted by a Brookings Institute article written by David M. Quinn and Morgan 

Polikoff highlight statistics about the summer slide, a term used to describe the academic 

regression experienced by students over the summer.

In their overview of the summer slide, Quinn and Polikoff offer a few key facts:

• Learning and achievement are perishable. The average student loses a month of academic 

calendar learning each summer. 

• The impact of the summer slide contributes to a more pronounced achievement gap.

https://www.brookings.edu/research/summer-learning-loss-what-is-it-and-what-can-we-do-about-it/#footnote-6


WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Develop children’s oral language 

• Depending on the child’s language skill level, give him a story to read or have a story read to them. When the 
story is finished, ask your child to pinpoint favorite parts of the story. 

• Read several stories every day 

• The more children are exposed to literature, the more reading will become part of their daily life. A child is 
introduced to new information, concepts, and phonemic awareness with every story. 

• Surround your children with reading material 

• Children with a large collection of reading resources in their homes perform better academically. Provoke a 
reading habit in your child by having a large array of interesting books and magazines at her reading level. 

• Encourage a wide variety of reading activities Make reading an essential part of your children’s lives. Let 
them read menus, movie name, roadside signs, game guides, weather reports, and other practical everyday 
information. Always try to make sure your children have something to read in their spare time. 

• Let them use e-readers 

• E-readers can be adapted to each person’s specific needs. If you have a child who needs larger font or less lines 
per page in order to improve their reading ability, e-readers are perfectly suited to this kind of tailoring.  

• Let them choose what they read 

• Reading for pleasure is one of the best ways for a child to improve his performance at school but teaching a 
child to love reading involves a lot more than simply handing him a book. 



WHY READ AT HOME/CAR?



K-1
• 25 High Frequency Words

• 50 High Frequency Words

https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EVICbTmbjw5MoISFZ4MKqgQBRPasUwHCqHBqVLL8Zrhi5g?e=IMMgNi
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EaMEWvMU_bFOmReu9o1mWN8BklGX4PG1CgkRRNKiB3UgOw?e=9lg8AJ


2-3
• 50 High Frequency Words

• 100 High Frequency Words

• Lexile Grade 3

https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EaMEWvMU_bFOmReu9o1mWN8BklGX4PG1CgkRRNKiB3UgOw?e=Y0jiNs
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EQSCtXD1h09PmabF84IBmeQBnkipC-5ktsyqHbaAD3r-Jw?e=8WpDGy
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EVfH3botYARPpdLCaNn_ArYBzxabEXjLPD99VGIPkoPldA?e=GXX6PG


4-5

• 100 High Frequency Words

• 200 High Frequency Words

• Lexile Grade 5

• Lexile Grade 4

• 1000 Fry Words

• Story Skills Story Elements

https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EQSCtXD1h09PmabF84IBmeQBnkipC-5ktsyqHbaAD3r-Jw?e=8WpDGy
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EQow959E7zxIkoQG_UEy0KwBPOSB1JsFDvJF6dF7pcIuaw?e=pgL5Vv
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/Eb3Lp47Us1BMoNOiuowfyd8B9E0sYa_8YWWxIDa4LJTa7A?e=H8l6db
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EZnSpewC5K5EiwT_m60WSxoBIamgw6uekceLC2XyumeO9Q?e=nfChzA
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/Eac2wGlvmvlCnM7hS4SbU04BxpIeQVI0ZFbeAiOpMHqPRA?e=YqT6q6
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/Documents/Desktop/Literacy%20Presentation/StorySkillsStoryElements%20(1).pdf


GRADES 3-5



RESOURCES

• Regional Educational Laboratory Program

• https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/foundations/kindergarten_intro.asp

• Aligned to the practice guide for building Foundational Reading Skills in Kindergarten-3rd grade, 

these videos and activities provide families with information about how to support children as 

they practice foundational reading skills at home. The site currently has information for 

kindergarten and 1st grade. Additional activities for 2nd and 3rd grade will be added in the 

coming weeks. 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/foundations/kindergarten_intro.asp


RESOURCES



IREADY

• i-Ready Instruction: i-Ready Instruction provides students with lessons based 

on their individual skill level and needs, so your child can learn at a pace that is 

just right for them. These lessons are fun and interactive to keep your child 

engaged as they learn.



WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?
• Read EVERY day! Read non-fiction, fiction, eBooks, poetry, newspapers and read out loud! For most 

children, twenty minutes is an appropriate amount of time to read for a child who is an independent 

reader. 

• Cook with your children. This is one of the best ways to integrate math, reading and following 

directions. Let your child design the menu too! Help your child put together their favorite recipes 

in a cookbook.

• Plant a garden. Your child will gain responsibility and pride as they watch their plants grow and 

thrive.

• Keep a journal about summer experiences.

• Learn 2-3  new words each week! Hang it on the fridge and see who can use it the most times 

throughout the week.

• Play quick games with flashcards like Math War or Concentration to keep math skills sharp.

• Listen to Audio Books during your road trip.

• Take pictures and make a summer scrapbook.

• Did I mention READ?! If your child does nothing else this summer, make sure he/she is reading!



READING TRACKING SHEETS
• Reading Tracking Sheets

• Fluency Sheets

https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/EWSafq5UeV9KnVA7vrlAzaoBRiOs1BTKQU2Wvr1BzePhgg?e=5FQzNf
https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/twaitesl_fultonschools_org/ETxOl_UYVQlPsroKVW_NDE0By1MleQaNLfmyZOWjXScMRA?e=XaFgFa

