
Transitioning Our Students 

To Middle School

Abbotts Hill School Counseling Department



Our Middle School

• Abbotts Hill Elementary students all 
attend Taylor Road Middle School 

• Address for Taylor Road Middle School: 
5150 Taylor Road 
Johns Creek, GA 30022 

• School website: 
http://www.fultonschools.org/taylorroa
dms

http://www.fultonschools.org/taylorroadms


Taylor Road Middle School Video

https://youtu.be/LExAvLkXtqk

https://youtu.be/LExAvLkXtqk
https://youtu.be/LExAvLkXtqk


Questions Your Student May Have

Logistical Concerns

• How long will each of  my 

classes last?

• Will I get a recess?

• What if  I forget my locker 

combination?

• What if  I forget where my 

classes are?

Social Concerns

• Will I be able to make new 

friends in my classes?

• When will I get to see my 

friends from elementary 

school?

• What clubs can I join?

Academic Concerns

• Will my teachers be able to 

help me if  I don’t understand 

something in class?

• How much homework will we 

get in each class?

• Will I get reminders when 

assignments are do?



Addressing Logistical 

Concerns

• Make sure to watch the video from Taylor 
Road Middle School for a virtual tour of  
the school. 

• Keep a school map at home and help your 
student become familiar with where their 
classes will be on the map. 

• Link to school map: 
https://www.fultonschools.org/domain/79
38

• Buy a lock and start practicing opening and 
closing it.

https://www.fultonschools.org/domain/7938


Addressing Social Concerns

• Encourage your student to try a new 
club or sport to make new friends.

• Students may worry about fitting in and 
being liked. Encourage them to talk with 
their school counselor to help with this!

• Provide opportunities for your student 
to be independent when appropriate. 

• Reassure your student that it is normal to 
have these worries and encourage them 
to ask for help from the school 
counselor to chat about their feelings.



Addressing Academic 

Concerns

• Your student should start using a planner or an 
agenda to help them write down homework 
assignments and due dates.

• Make sure your student sets aside time for 
homework each day.

• Empower your student to feel comfortable 
talking with their teachers on their own for 
help. 

• Help your student become familiar with the 
school counselor to talk about which classes 
they need to take and when.



What changes can I expect as my 

student enters Middle School?

Social & Emotional

Academic

Developmental 



Social & Emotional Changes

• Students may want to spend more time with their friends than with families.

• Students may want more privacy. 

• Students may have more mood swings – it’s normal!

• Students may become more critical of  themselves surrounding their 

appearance, their grades, and competing with their friends. 



Academic Changes

• Students may struggle more to manage their time and homework due dates.

• Students may have a hard time balancing their homework and free time.

• Students may be nervous to talk with their new teachers if  they need help 

with an assignment or project.



Developmental Changes

• Students may experience changes in height, weight, or voice changes. 

• Students will begin to experience things like increased body odor and other 

signs of  puberty – and they may have questions!

• At this point, students will also begin to see increases in their logical 

reasoning and using concrete examples. 



Reminders and Tips for Parents

• Social/Emotional:

• Find new ways to encourage your students to tell you about their days, assignments, teachers, 
and friends. 

• Make sure that you show and tell your student that you care about them! 

• Academics: 

• Let your students talk to their teachers themselves.

• Allow your students to keep up with the homework assignments themselves.

• Focus on your student’s growth or progress and not always their grades. Ex: are they reading 
at a more advanced level? Are they completing more math problems on their own?



Remember We Are Always Here to Help!

• Abbotts Hill School Counselor:

• Tiffany Poke

• poket@fultonschools.org

• For questions specific to Taylor Road Middle School:

• 6th grade School Counselor 

• Fred Johnson

• johnsonf2@fultonschools.org

mailto:poket@fultonschools.org
mailto:johnsonf2@fultonschools.org


Additional Resources & References

• https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Partnerships/Documents/Parent%20Engagement/Building-
Cap/Middle%20School%20Matters_Familiy_ENG%208.5x11.pdf

• https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Partnerships/Pages/School-Transition.aspx

• https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/207

• https://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/tips-for-parents-on-a-successful-
transition-to-middle-school-0902155

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Documents/Parent%20Engagement/Building-Cap/Middle%20School%20Matters_Familiy_ENG%208.5x11.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Pages/School-Transition.aspx
https://www.fultonschools.org/Page/207
https://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/tips-for-parents-on-a-successful-transition-to-middle-school-0902155

