
Facilitators: 

Carlos Pagán, Director, Literacy and Language Support
Melissa Garcia, Coordinator, Language Education Services



AGENDA



PURPOSE: The purpose of 
our network is to come together 
to align current research and 
policy with the work that is 
required to prepare our 
multilingual and English learners 
for college and career.



Educator Workforce Investment Grant: 
Effective Language Acquisition Program 
(ELAP)



SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

ZONE C



PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
(Spring-Summer 2024)

  12:30-4:30PM 
4/13/24, 4/20, 4/27, 5/4

INTEGRATED
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT

REGISTER NOW:

Participants will learn to link communicative goals for the development
of both macro- and micro-skills with subject specific outcomes in
academic content areas. Working in subject-alike groups, participants
will align language learning objectives to content objectives and develop
lessons that address learner needs when participating in interpretive,
interpersonal, and presentational communication. They will learn to
design scaffolds to support language learning and aid students in
assessing the acquisition of communicative proficiencies and academic
content knowledge and skills. 

Contact:
masunit@lacoe.edu

 562-922-6332

Intended Audience: Teachers,
Administrators, TOSAs, EL
Specialists
COST: FREE

http://lacoe.k12oms.org/1539-243231

Dr. Brandon
Zaslow

Sina Azizi Tonja Byrom Svetlana Lazarova

LITERACY FOR LONG-
TERM ENGLISH
LEARNERS 

REGISTER NOW!

Online Sessions!

PARTICIPANTS WILL ANALYZE PROFICIENCY PROFILES OF LONG-TERM ENGLISH LEARNERS AND
WILL APPLY THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF PROFICIENCY LEVELS TO SUPPORT LITERACY

DEVELOPMENT OF THESE STUDENTS. PARTICIPANTS WILL EXPLORE MODELS OF WRITING AS
PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION CONNECTED TO VIEWING, LISTENING, AND READING,

WHICH PROVIDE INPUT FOR QUALITY PRODUCTION. SPEAKING WILL BE ADDRESSED TO CLARIFY
AND REFINE MEANING. PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN AND IMPLEMENT TEACHER STRATEGIES AND

STUDENT ACTIVITIES THAT SUPPORT WRITING FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES: EXPOSITORY,
NARRATIVE, REFLECTIVE, AND PERSUASIVE. 

COST: FREE
Intended Audience:
Teachers, Administrators,
TOSAs, EL Specialists

12:30 - 4:30
2/24/24, 3/2, 3/9,

& 3/16  

HTTP://LACOE.K12OMS.ORG/1539-243228

Contact: masunit@lacoe.edu
 562-922-6332

Dr. Brandon
Zaslow

Sina Azizi Tonja Byrom Svetlana
Lazarova









GUIDED LANGUAGE 
ACQUISITION DESIGN 

(GLAD)

Tentatively 
Late June 2024







UPDATES



Why we need the OPTEL?



Observation 
Protocol for 
Teachers of 
English 
Learners 
(OPTEL)



OPTEL Tool



OPTEL:  
Parent 
Consultation



OPTEL: 
Purpose

“The OPTEL was developed to 
support educators by providing 
a statewide standardized tool 
that has been validated and 
approved for use, removing the 
need for local educational 
agencies (LEAs) to develop or 
source their own tools or 
processes for educators to 
evaluate students’ ELP. “

Reclassification Criteria 2 and 3



OPTEL Levels



OPTEL: 
Questions 
and Answers

What if the student I am observing is 
not demonstrating all the skills being 
evaluated during the observation?

…the OPTEL does not need to be 
implemented with a single observation 
but can instead be used for a series of 
observations across multiple lessons 
to observe students for as long as 
needed to make a determination about 
their receptive and expressive ELP 
skills. 



OPTEL: 
Questions 
and Answers

What if I teach in a program where 
students are using a language 
other than English?

The OPTEL is developed and 
validated only for use in determining a 
student’s ELP and should not be used 
to assess or evaluate their
proficiency in any language other than 
English. 



Do I have to be an ELD teacher to 
use the OPTEL, or do I need specific 
training to use the OPTEL?

The OPTEL is designed and validated 
to be used by teachers from all 
instructional backgrounds, not just ELD 
teachers. 
…the CDE is developing professional 
learning materials to support teachers’ 
understanding of how the OPTEL can 
be used reliably across classrooms. 

OPTEL: 
Questions 
and Answers



OPTEL: 
NEXT STEPS

•Engage ELAC and DELAC 
members

•Consider developing and 
adopting Board Policy

•Schedule professional 
development (training) for 
teachers and site 
administrators







APPROVED!



ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS



COURSES & FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE



START DATE:

July 8, 2024
SBCEO



CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

• Patricia Villalobos – Righetti High 
School (Santa Maria Joint); 

• Annabel Meza – Adelante Charter 
(Santa Barbara USD); 

• Sonia Aguila Gonzalez – Canalino 
(Carpinteria USD); 

• Herlinda Caro – Jiménez (Santa Maria-
Bonita); 

• Stephanie Hernandez-Jarvis – El 
Camino (Goleta Union)





QUESTIONS?





ENJOY YOUR 
SPRING BREAK!


