
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight Donors 
**Total Donations Exceed 

$1000  
 

Carly Baker** 
Cindi & John Berglund Elaine Bernards 

Mark Bonine

BCE Field Day activities were enhanced by using a rented Savage Jump Inflatable which the 
Foundation paid for. 
 

CENTAUR FOUNDATION NEWS 
Supporting the Students, Staff and Community of Brooklyn Center Schools ISD 286 

2023-2024 

 

The Centaur Foundation awarded 10 teacher grants totaling $7,900 during the 2022-
2023 school year. These grants helped pay for programs, supplies, materials and 
activities that enriched and enhanced the student learning experiences at all three 
District 286 schools. The Foundation thanks all who donated and made these grants 
possible. The following grants were awarded during the past school year: 
 

1. Brooklyn Center ARISE Youth Leaders Exploratory Ethnic Studies Helped fund a trip 
to Providence, Rhode Island for 9th and 11th grade students travel participate in 
ARISE's two week Ethnic Studies program. A short video documentary will be 
produced and shared with the BC community. 

2. Mille Lacs Indian Museum and Trading Post Field Trip 11th grade students visited 
the Mille Lacs Indian Museum. They complete a scavenger hunt, explored native 
cultural objects, and participated in craft projects related to Native American culture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11th Graders at Mille Lacs Indian Museum and Trading Post Field Trip (K. Gautsch) 

 

3. Flocabulary Annual subscription to Flocabulary website in which students are able to 
learn creative terms and concepts. They display these learnings by writing music lyrics 
and creating music videos. 

4. 9th Grade Overnight Trip to Osprey Wilds Environmental Learning Center 9th 
grade students traveled to Osprey Wilds for a 3-day learning trip. They participated in 
STEAM and outdoor education activities (i.e. Ojibwe culture hike, rock climbing, help 
cooking meals, and having a campfire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9th Grade Students at Osprey Wilds Environmental Learning Center Grant (E. Nicosia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9th Grade Students at Osprey Wilds Environmental Learning Center Grant (E. Nicosia) 

 

5. Ping Pong Enrichment Purchased a new ping pong table, balls, and a training 
robot for students to participate during Enrichment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ping Pong Enrichment Grant (N. Raia) 
 

6. Japanese Cultural Convention Students attended a Japanese Cultural 
Convention in Minneapolis. They had been learning about Japanese culture 
and media in their Enrichment class, and this trip was the culmination of that 
learning. 

7. 2025 Class Shirts Funded class shirts for the Class of 2025. The students 
created a unique design, then were taught how to utilize the school's screen 
printer to make the shirts. 

8. Exploring Social Issues through Spoken Word Poetry   
9th grade students took part in an interactive series of workshops that covered 
the basics of spoken word. Artist Kyle Tran Myre joined the students virtually 
to take them through activities, which culminated in a performance. 

9. Social Play and Math Skills Pizza Funded a pizza shop for 1st grade students to 
practice both math and social skills. They can pretend to buy pizza using 
different variation of coins and dollar bills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Grade - Pizza Shop Math Resources Grant (K.Setala) 
 

10. Wolf Ridge Backpacking Trip Funded transportation for Rising 9th grade 
students to attend a 2-week backpacking experience with the Wolf Ridge 
Environmental camp in Northern, MN. The programming costs were covered 
via scholarships. 

2023 SENIOR $2000 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 

Three $1000, renewable for a second year, scholarships were awarded to BCCS 
seniors. Awards will be given once the students complete their first and third 
semester of a post-secondary school program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to Right: Clara Johnson, Chanelle Klatt, Amareona Smith 
                 

 

 
 

Centaur Foundation Highlights 
 

During the past 16 years, the Centaur Foundation has awarded 298 grants valued at 
$170,017. More than 3000 students have benefitted from these grants. 48 seniors have 
been awarded scholarships worth $48,000. 
 

IN MEMORIAM: Jim Norwick 
 

Centaur Foundation Board Member, Jim Norwick, passed away January 21, 2023. Norwick 
was a BCHS art teacher, coached baseball, and served as Activities Director and Community 
Education Director from 1967-1993. Norwick served as a Centaur Foundation Board 
Member since its creation in 1988. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DONATION INFORMATION 

Donations can be made online via Paypal on the website or Facebook site. Checks can be 
sent to: Centaur Foundation, 6500 Humboldt Avenue North, Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 
 

 
 
 

Website: bccs286.org/our-district/centaur-foundation • FB: facebook.com/CentaurFoundation  •  Email: contactus@centuarfoundation.org 

or check us out on Facebook: Centaur Foundation 



Spotlight Donors  
Total Donations Exceed $1000 
**District 286 Donor 
 
Carly Baker** 
Cindi & John Berglund 
Elaine Bernards 
Mark Bonine 
Lorraine Cecil 
Jeff Chell 
John Dudziak 
Kerry & Nate Gautsch** 
Erin Gavin 
Henry Hallgren 
June Harrison** 
Phil Hatchner 
Mary Beth Henderson 
Danielle Hillsdale 
Gina & Brad Hoffarth 
Sandra Hricko 
Bonnie & John Hummel 
Bob & Joyce Iverson 
John Kokesh 
Dan Krekelberg 
Melanie Krystyniak 
Karen Lake 
George Larson 
Pat Larson 
Renee & Larry Lee 
Dean & Mary Jo Lindholm 
Margaret Lindqvist 
Myra Madsen 
Kirstin Moldan 
Jim & Barbara Norwick 
Brad & Lori Olson 
Warren & Lilly Olson 
Duan & Karen Orn 
Kate Palm 
Brad Reigstad 
Dolan & Katy Rossi 
Scott & Cheryl Rossi 
Harry Schleeter 
Sarah Sinniger** 
John & Anita Sluck Foundation 
Ken & Kris Tanji 
Jody Vaillancourt** 
Carol & Randall Wolf 
 
Purple & White Donors  
Total Donations up to $500 
**District 286 Donor 
 
BCHS Class of 1969 
BCHS Class of 1979 
Barbara Alfrey 
Marna Anderson 
John Andrew 
Jill Ashley-Grachowski 
Richard & Gail Baldwin 
Jeff & Laurie Bassett 
Ardis Beamish 
LeeAnn Bennett 
Robert Bernardi** 
Neal Bernards 
Phil Bernards 
Marilyn Bina 
Charles & Joanne Bonnes 
Paul Bouchard 
Bruce Braccini 
Kathy Braun 
Yvonne Brenner 
Christopher Buelow  
Irma Burns** 
Margaret Caviness 
Christine Clifford 
William Cobbs 
Anna Cordie** 
Flave Darnell 
Janice Darth 
Paul & Kathy Ditter 
Jessica Domin 
Jeanne Drewes 

Richard Drill-Mellum 
Joe & Sharon Dudziak 
Pamela Dudziak 
Katharine Dwyer 
Olga Economou 
Laura Edwards 
Roxanne Engelke 
Janel Engeswick 
Jinny and Donn Erickson 
Shawn Fallon  
Darrell Fehrman 
Deb Felten 
Hawa Forkpa 
Charles Freeman 
Betty & Mike Gabrick 
Janet Gardner 
Joan Gasner 
Jane Gottfried 
Bruce Granowski 
Susan Gray 
Tara Hallberg 
Liz Harlis 
Sheila Harris 
Mary Hass 
Marjie King Hay 
Jacqueline Hayden** 
Jacqueline Heckard 
Tom Henderlite 
Gretchen Hersch 
Doug Heruth  
Gerry & Nancy Heruth 
Derek Hoffman 
John Hultman 
Ross Ihry 
Christine Jacobson 
Janet Jacobson 
Donna Jarl 
Brian Johnson 
Rhonda Johnson Marn 
MaryAnn Johnson 
Richard & Martha Johnson 
Sue & Jeff Joles 
Cheryl Juris 
Michael Juris 
James Justesen 
Joe Kane 
Sue Kapsner 
Sandy Kenyon 
Tom & Mary King 
Ray Kirch  
A.L. Kirkeeidi 
Kerm Klefsaas 
Michael Knodt 
Jason & Kristi Kopacz 
Virginia Koestner 
Neil Kolatkar 
Demetra Kordopitoulas 
Lynn Kunnick 
Katherine Kunz 
Shawn & Kara Kuykendall 
Leslie Laub 
Dick & Bev Lawrence 
Joyce LeClaire 
Clarissa Leino 
Charles Lenthe 
Jeff Ley 
Dick & Carol Linden 
Tim & Wendy Loberg 
Ronald Lucas 
Robert Lyngen  
Linda Mackey-Anderson 
Carl & Nancy Manson 
Claire Marchon 
Julie Mastley 
Bruce Meyer 
Kari Meyer 
Jeanne Milbrath 
Mike Miller** 
Randy & Jo Mills 
Beverly Moen 
Susan Morton-Herges 
Betsy Murnan 

Vicki Nelson 
Emma Nicosia** 
Kim Niederluecke 
Kris Niznik 
Ruth Noble 
Tom Nystrom 
Caitlin Olson** 
Julie Olson 
Patricia Olson 
Jeff & Linda Pfaff 
Thomas Parks** 
Nancy Pike 
Joan Pobul 
Patti Quarles 
Joanne Rachner 
Ruth Reed 
Judy Regan 
LouAnn Restad 
Amy Rogovin 
Lawrence Rosen 
Nancy Roskoski 
Scott & Cheryl Rossi 
Roxanne Rouleau 
Natalia Ruiz 
Dan Ryan 
Rose Mary Rzeszutek 
Joe & Jan Sacco 
Ottavio Savina 
D.M. Schneider 
Pat Schroedl 
Deb Schultz 
Teresa Shimshock & Carl Swanson 
Dennis & Kathy Smith 
Susan Smith 
Rob Spies 
Shirley Sternquist 
Rick & Carmen Sutton 
Joan Svendsen 
Todd Tanji 
Amanda Taylor 
Renee Tessman 
Jill Theiss King 
Susan Timm 
Jean Tousignant Birttnen 
Mark Udager 
Wes & Bernice Vaillancourt 
Ralph VanBusekom 
Sharon & Rich VanDenbos  
Leo & Sue Verrett 
Ken & Diane Warner 
Delores Weaver 
Bernie & Gloria Wesloh 
Barb Wieland 
Michael Winkelman 
Ron & Sandy Wollak 
David Worwa 
Dick Wyffels 
 
Centaur Donors  
Total Donations Exceed $500 
**District 286 Donor 
 
BCHS Class of 1977 
Michelle Auld** 
Denny Axen 
Michele Batts 
Deb Beach 
Jeff Bernards 
Mark Blanchette** 
Tom Bloom 
Nancy Bohn 
Carol Bowman 
Sue Bygd 
Cheryl Byron** 
Jena Carlson** 
Anne Clausing** 
Emy Current 
Bryce Darnell 
Doug & Karla Darnell 
Lori Davis** 
Carl Dyar 
Kris Edmonds 

Karla Fawbush 
Nancy Fesler 
Sue Foote** 
Michelle Ford** 
Gene & Donna Hageman 
Julie Hart** 
Kevin Hayden 
Tom & Kris Hauschild 
John Hummel 
Rich & Gail Janezich 
Bob & Cheryl Jechorek 
Don & Ethel Johnson 
LeAnne Johnson** 
Rich & Susan Johnson 
Donna Jones 
Martha Kelley** 
Andrea Kemink** 
Julie Kopf 
Pat Kostrzewski 
Katy Leach** 
Keith Lester 
Bryan Lewis 
Tim Ley 
Terry Lijewski 
Jeff Lombardi 
Brian Love 
Ramon Martinez** 
Nancy McCarty 
Mighty Mighty Organization 
Nancy Mikulak** 
Robert Mikulak** 
Ellen Morehouse** 
Paul Mueller 
John & Cindy Nelson 
Marit Nordstrom** 
Monica Norwick 
David Paulson** 
Judy Regan 
Laurie Rondestvedt** 
Jody Rossi** 
Paul Sackaroff 
Steve Schmidt** 
Dan Sellberg 
Leanna Sevitts** 
Barb Shimshock 
Earl Simons 
Jennifer Tousignant 
Brian Toutge** 
Ben Vennes** 
Ann Mary Waletko** 
Jill Walker** 
Jill Windsperger** 
Catherine Witting 
Luann Wood 

 
 

The Centaur Foundation thanks all the donors 
who have so generously donated to the 
Foundation. It is because of their generosity 
that the educational experiences of District 286 
students have been enriched and enhanced. 

 
Centaur Foundation Board 
 

George Larson 
Mike Auld 
Rick Sutton 
Barb Shimshock 
Kris Edmonds 
Marjie King Hay 
Beth Kopacz Lovre 
Choua Yang 
Hawa Forkpa 
Charles Freeman 
Larrick Potvin 
Kau Guannu 

Once a Centaur, always a Centaur! 


