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Tonight’s Agenda

● Part 1 - Registration process

● Part 2 - Planning for your future

● Q & A’s

○ Throughout session as needed

● FAQ’s & activities info in your packet

○ Emailed previously & on OHS Student Services website



Administrative Team
● Jared Schaffner – Principal

● Charlie Ihle – Associate Principal

● Jason Thiry – Activities Director/Associate Principal

Administrative Assistants:

● LeAnn Dirks

● Laura Fugina

● Kim Weber



Your OHS Student Services Team

School Counselors:

Garrett Silker (A-Hr)

Chrissy DeLong (Hs-Ra)

John Horman (Rb-Z)

Administrative Assistants:

Melissa de Boer

Jen Morrison

School Psychologist:

Rikki Kazda

Intern:

Brianna Varsho



What Do School Counselors Do at OHS?

“Assigned” to your counselor, but can see any of us to talk!

Academic

Grades

Credits

Graduation Requirements

Tutoring

Career

Academic Career Planning

Course Selections

Academies

Job Shadows

Mentorships

Youth Apprenticeships 

Social Emotional 

Learning (SEL)

Individual Counseling

Community Resources

Homeroom

Student Assistance Program



Registration Process

School District of Onalaska

Comprehensive School Counseling 

Program 



Registration Materials

● Course Description Book*

● Course Selection Worksheet*

● Academic Career Plan (ACP)

○ Will work on in student’s OMS class

○ Blank form available in back cover of Course Description 
Book

*Materials available online (OHS Student Services webpage)



Timeline
● Jan. 29-30 - Registration packets handed out 

and explained to students

● Jan. 29 - Parent & Student Night

● Feb. 1 - Career Electives Day (at OHS)

● Feb. 5 - Turn in parent- and teacher-signed 
registration forms to OHS counselors during 8th 
grade social studies class
○ Enter course requests in PowerSchool before Feb. 5



What is ACP?

● Process to set goals and create 

action plans

● Designed to support students who 

are still exploring as well as 

those that have selected a 

specific area of interest

What is the 4-step 

decision-making process?

1. Know Yourself

2. Know Your Options

3. Make a Decision

4. Prepare

Academic & Career Planning



Career? Find a Match!

Does this career MATCH my 

interests and skills?

KNOW 

YOURSELF

KNOW 

YOUR 

OPTIONS

Students do NOT need to choose a career any time soon! Our mission in 

HS is for students to continue in the process of learning about careers, 

and what careers may be a good match for them!

+



Xello & Your ACP

KNOW 

YOUR 

OPTIONS



PREPARE

What courses could I take in high school 

that fit with my career & personal 

interest(s)?

What could I do after high school to 

prepare/be trained?

DECIDE
DECIDE

Refer to career 

clusters on 

page 12 for 

related 

coursework



Academic Career Plan (ACP)

    
----------------------------------------------

● Refer to Career Clusters in CDB & Xello for help answering questions

○ Xello access through PowerSchool

● Students may list career, career area, cluster or type of work

2024-2025



Registering for Classes



Available Freshman Electives



Registering for Classes



Summer School Information
● Dates: June 3-July 12 (No classes July 4 & 5)

● Times: 7:45-10:00 am and/or 10:10 am-12:25 pm

● Classes offered:

○ Credit: US History (sem. 1); Computer Applications 1; PE 9 OR Wellness

■ Students can take a max of one PE/health course

■ Students can take a max of two summer school courses total

○ Non-credit: Enrichment

● Sign-up procedure:

○ First come, first served - classes typically fill

○ Online registration begins April 12, 2024 (TBD)

○ Indicating interest in summer school on your course selection sheet does NOT 
sign you up - you must still go through the summer school sign up process



Registering for Classes ONLINE

● Complete the front of the blue sheet first

● Use the directions on the back to enter course requests online

● Log into student PowerSchool account with student’s ID and 

password

● Follow directions on back of sheet & on screen to enter requests

○ Do not enter study halls, alternates, or summer school interests



Registering for Classes ONLINE

*Online registration will be explained to students during January 

29-30 registration presentation at OMS

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rzLfY1eQaQMy3q-W5zX_2ml6IV4XGQSRS9rV1FWLjV0


Registering for Classes ONLINE



Registering for Classes

● Remember semester- vs. year-long classes

● Freshmen must sign up for at least 7 classes each semester

○ Study halls are encouraged

● Rank elective course choices

● Check course prerequisites

● Check math placement (Pg. 34)

● Consider Honors Diploma options (Pg. 5)



● Students who do not return their course selection sheets will 
have a schedule built for them

● The master schedule is student driven:

○ Will be built after course requests have been entered in the 
computer

○ Will determine what classes will be offered for the 24-25 
school year

○ A class you register for now may not be offered based on 
low numbers

Points to Remember



Schedule Changes

● Schedule changes will only be allowed for:

○ Students who do not have enough credits

○ Students who do not have the necessary 
prerequisite

○ Students who have scheduling conflicts with 
requested courses

○ Mistakes in scheduling



Planning for 

Your Future

Post-Secondary Options
and Requirements



Options for 

after 

High School

● Work

● Military

● Apprenticeship 

● Trade School

● Technical College 

● Community College 

● 4 Year University 

 



High School 

Academics



High School 

Academics

This handout explains what we just 

talked about on the transcripts, but 

gives you a copy for home.

Reminder: Onalaska Middle School 

calculates GPA in a slightly different 

way, but your class rank still compares 

you and your peers based on the OMS 

cumulative GPA.



Onalaska Middle School

Automatic 50% for work not handed in

Time in class to complete most homework

Retakes/corrections on tests are typically 

allowed (with completed insurance?)
 

Onalaska High School

Automatic 0% for work not handed in

Homework outside of class time is expected 

(typically 1 hour/night)

Retakes/corrections on tests are typically allowed 

(with completed insurance)

Let’s Talk Academic Success

PREPARE



Let’s Talk Academic Success

PREPARE



What is one thing I should work on in middle school 

(AKA NOW) to prepare for high school?

Study for tests

Ask more questions

Better time management

Eat breakfast every morning

Start reading textbooks (online version may read to you!)

Study to learn

Take better notes

Set a homework routine

Get organized (My Study Life, Egenda apps)

Establish a good bedtime & stay consistent

Let’s Talk Academic Success

PREPARE



Preparing For 

Your Future

PREPARE



WHAT’S 

HAPPENING 

AT OHS?

Daily announcements

(read in school & 

posted on website)

School district 

website

onalaska.k12.wi.us

@∅naFans 

Twitter

Onalaska Hilltopper 

Athletic Booster Club

Facebook Page What clubs and activities 

could I participate in to 

have fun & explore careers?

Class of 2028 

Google 

Classroom



Preparing for High School Timeline
● April 12 (TBD) - 6pm - Summer School Registration - Online

● August 20 - 8:30am-7pm - Registration

○ Pick up schedule, get picture taken

● August 20 - 6:30pm - Freshman Student & Parent Night

○ Welcome to OHS!

● August 28 - 8-11:45am - LINK Crew Freshman Orientation

○ Practice bell schedule while walking through your own class schedule, tips from 

LINK Crew Leaders



Individual 

STAR Conference
● Meet your school counselor
● Review Academic & Career Plan 
● Review course requests for 9th grade and beyond
● Get acquainted with OHS & your resources 



Q & A’s

School District of Onalaska

Comprehensive School Counseling 

Program 

Thank you for coming!


