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Kindergarten
Kindergarten Pacing Guide

Unit 1: Our Community September - December

Unit 2: Global Community December - March

Unit 3: Our Environment/Geography April - June

Unit 1: Our Community

Grade K Social Studies - Unit 1: Our Community

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to
be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by
working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an
interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies





Goals Activities/Resources

Analyze things that are learned at school
and in the community

Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten
by Joseph Slate

● Introduce Kindergarten expectations and
school rules

David Goes to School by David Shannon -
● Create poster of what makes a good

student
● Positive classroom rules chart
● Class job chart

Introduce diversity and acceptance in a
school community

The Skin You Live In written by Michael Tyler
illustrated by David Lee Csicsko

● Create puzzle pieces which fit together
to represent equality and acceptance

● Class Quilt activity

We All Sing with the Same Voice by J. Philip
Miller and Sheppard M. Greene Illustrated by
Paul Meisel

● Create classroom song/poem

All Are Welcome - Read Aloud Picture Book |
Brightly Storytime

Discuss ways to get along with others in
our community

A Little Spot of Kindness by Diane Alber
● The Toothpaste & Heart Lesson - to

teach that once words come out of your
mouth, you cannot take back what has
been heard

● Interactive and visual activity

What Does It Mean to be Kind? By Rana DiOrio
Illustrated by Stephanie Jorisch

● Friendship letter activity - students draw
pictures and create letters to give to their
classmates

● Students practice complimenting each
other every morning

Identify ways that people are alike and
different

Discover that they can stand up against
prejudice and bullying

The Crayon Box that Talked by Shane Derolf
● decorating crayon activity to show

uniqueness and showcasing on bulletin
board

It’s Okay to be Different by Todd Parr
● Orange activity - same and different

discussion

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox illustrated by
Leslie Staue

● Class chart - how we are the same,
different

● How do our differences make us happy?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwS3FOn4-Ow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwS3FOn4-Ow


Sneetches by Dr. Seuss
● It is what is on the inside that counts.
● We all stand out because our

differences make us special.

Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andrae

Identify areas and jobs in a
school/community

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 2: How Do People Get What

They Need?
● Students draw pictures of what job they

have in school and at home
● Song: Lots of Jobs
● Vocabulary introduction

Jobs People Do by Christopher Maynard
● Community helper and puppet activity

When I Grow Up by P.K. Hallinan
● Class discussion of careers/tools

What’s My Job? By Lyn Calder Illustrated by
Paul and Alice Sharp

When I was Five by Arthur Howard

Analyze what leaders do at home and
school

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 2: Everybody Works
● Lesson 5: Who Are Our Leaders?

Discuss rules at home and school Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathman
● Positive classroom rules chart

Jon Follows School Rules

Describe and explain what it means to
follow the rules

Llama Llama Time to Share by Anna Dewdney
● Free Exploration role playing with

sharing

Follow steps to resolve a conflict Talk and Work it Out by Cheri J. Meiners
● Referring to our THINK poster, which is

an acronym for true, helpful, inspiring,
necessary, and kind; all questions to ask
themselves before speaking

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson illustrated by Tara
Calahan King

● Create ingredients for friendship pie
including: helping, being patient,
sharing, being a good listener, etc.

The Selfish Crocodile by Faustin Charles and
Michael Terry

● selfish/selfless lesson

https://msjohnsonkrk.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/180_jon_follows_school_rules.pdf


Additional Resources and Technology

My World Social Studies book activity pages
Let’s Find Out Scholastic News magazines
BrainPOPjr.com
Star of the Week activities
PBS Learning
6th Grade/Kindergarten Buddies

Unit 2: Global Community

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to
be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by
working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an
interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies



Goals Activities/Resources

Define history as a story about the past My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 5: Life Then and Now
● Lesson 1: What is my personal history?

● Create an “All About Me” Scrapbook

Lesson 4: What is a timeline?
● Timeline activity with pictures

Describe ways people find out about the
past

www.readworks.org
The United States, Long Ago and Today
What Did People Wear? Women’s History
Month

www.brainpopjr.com
Harriet Tubman

Place events in order (first, next, last) My World Social Studies book

● Lesson 2: How do we talk about time?
● Lesson 3: How do we measure time?

My First Thanksgiving
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WumiRK06Y
qw

Who Was Jackie Robinson?
www.readworks.org

Identify how communities changed
through inventions, communication, and
transportation.

My World Social Studies book

● Lesson 9: How have communities
changed?

● Lesson 8: How has school changed?
● Lesson 7: How have families changed?
● Lesson 10: How has technology

changed?

Communication Long Ago...Today video clip
https://vimeo.com/145863300



Identify different cultures and some
foods and customs for each one

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 3: What is culture?
● Lesson 4: How do we celebrate?

www.brainpopjr.com
Mexico

www.readinga-z.com
Spain

Carlos’s Family Celebration read aloud

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0J6tKoT53
Y

Options:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Bs4EkXYH
TM
Bee-bim Bop! By Linda Sue Park

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nYjGy_ZU
G8 Hello to All The Children of The World

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni_at59T
zMA
The World’s Family (An Embracing Culture
Story)

Unit 3: Our Environment/Geography

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to
be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by
working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an
interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies



Goals Activities/Resources

Explain what directions are and how you can
use directions to describe where you are going
using a map.

● Students will use Google maps to show
students Essex Fells, NJ

● Students create their own 3D maps of
Essex Fells as a cooperative learning
activity

My World Social Studies book
● Map Skills: Cardinal Directions

Demonstrate proper use of spatial words;
near/far,here/there/above/below

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21keh7LS8K8
Me On the Map by Joan Sweeney

● Students make nesting circles to represent
their homes including: town, state, county,
planet

Compare different types of landforms My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 5: What are Landforms?

Landforms song (to the tune of ”This Land is Your
Land”)

www.readinga-z.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21keh7LS8K8
http://www.readinga-z.com


A Landforms Adventure (Level N)

Identify human characteristics of landscapes
(man-made additions)

Natural vs. Manmade: Little Learners Unit

Recognize that a map is a picture of a real
place as seen from above

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 3: What is the world like?
● Lesson 2: Where are places located?

www.readworks.org
Learn About Maps
All Kinds of Maps

Recognize picture symbols on a map My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 3: What do maps show?
● Students will discuss a compass (NSEW)

www.readworks.org
How To Draw a map

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

Identify basic locations on a map and globe My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 6: What do globes show?

Maps and Globes Labeling Activities

Describe the difference between water and
land

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 5: What are bodies of water?
● Classify and Categorize
● Students will identify/color land and water

on the map

www.readworks.org
Seven Large Lands

Landforms picture cards (Schoology)

Maps and Globes Labeling Activities (Schoology)

www.readinga-z.com
Earth’s Water (Level H)
The Coast (Level K)

Recognize a globe as a model of Earth My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 6: What do globes show?

www.readworks.org
The Difference Between Maps and Globe

Identify and explain how the four seasons
affect
people, animals, and plants

BrainPOP Jr.
● Students will view Maps
● Students will take the “easy quiz”

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 8: What are the seasons?

www.Scholasticnews.com



search - Weather - (10 editions that address
weather at each of the seasons)

www.readinga-z.com
What Season Is It? (Level C)
The Four Seasons (Level E)
How is the Weather Today (Level F)
Changing Seasons (Level F)

Understand that some food is grown on farms Kindergarten Field Trip to HealthBarn USA
● Meet the Garden - Compost, go on an

herb adventure and taste what's growing in
the garden

● Help prepare and eat the Rainbow Swirly
Smoothie

● Planting peas in recyclable pots to grow at
home

● Test nutrition & food IQ by playing the
“seasonal food game”

www.readworks.org
Finding Foods

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdPRZ3wjCx
A
Where do Fruits and Vegetables Come From?

Describe the relationship among households,
businesses and laborers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E72TZy0LNo
The Little Red Hen read by Faith’s Toy reviews

Describe the difference between needs and
wants

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 1: What do we need? What do we

want?
● Lesson 2: How do we get what we need or

want?

Lily Learns About Wants and Needs by Lisa
Bullard

www.readinga-z.com
Needs and Wants (Level F)

Additional Resources:
The Pigeon Needs a Bath by Mo Willems
The Pigeon Wants a Puppy by Mo Willems

Explain the word scarcity and describe how it
relates to our economic system

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 6: What are good and services?

The Mitten by Jan Brett

The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins

Describe opportunity cost My World Social Studies book:
● Lesson 3: How do we use money?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfByilQFAys

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdPRZ3wjCxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdPRZ3wjCxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E72TZy0LNo
http://www.readinga-z.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfByilQFAys


Beatrice’s Goat

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4epex3iMeDM
Alexander, Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday

Identify examples of the impact of human
interaction on the environment, specifically in
terms of climate change. (How are humans
involved in climate change?)

Climate and Weather Video
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?Video
ID=3929&CategoryID

What is Climate Change?:
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-mean
ing/

Climate Change Evidence:
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-evide
nce/

Greenhouse Effect:
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/greenhouse-effect/

Climate change:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv7OHfpIRfU

Polar ice cap experiment:
https://www.science-sparks.com/melting-polar-ice-
caps/

Discuss the importance of recycling in relation
to
how humans have an impact on the
environment.

● Students will plant/care for sunflower
seeds

● Lifecycle of a Plant activities
● Various Earth Day activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAOgZ7ew7V
M
The Adventures of a Plastic Bottle read aloud

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA_yQPDV43
w
Kenya’s Art read aloud

Recognize and understand cultural, social and
racial diversity among classmates, and the
importance of celebrating our differences.

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 4: How is culture shared?
● Lesson 1: How are people alike and

different? Compare and contrast
● Lesson 2: How are families alike and

different?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCnxNv3w3y
E
I am America read aloud

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0H8WEpS4j
g
Be Who You Are by Todd Parr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=679Sw4IACAk
The Colors of Us read aloud

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4epex3iMeDM
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=3929&CategoryID
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=3929&CategoryID
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-meaning/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-meaning/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-evidence/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-evidence/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/greenhouse-effect/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv7OHfpIRfU
https://www.science-sparks.com/melting-polar-ice-caps/
https://www.science-sparks.com/melting-polar-ice-caps/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAOgZ7ew7VM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAOgZ7ew7VM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA_yQPDV43w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA_yQPDV43w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCnxNv3w3yE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCnxNv3w3yE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0H8WEpS4jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0H8WEpS4jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=679Sw4IACAk


Identify and understand prominent Black
figures
in history and the impact they have on history,
society, and culture.

My World Social Studies book
● Lesson 5: What are national holidays?
● Lesson 6: Who are American heroes from

the past?

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?sha
re_token=RtJ9u0x8R1qg4Nqea2wQsQ&prompt_i
d=prompt.ebaafd3d-70c1-4dc3-870d-6e3cebe394
76
Martin Luther King Jr. activity with oranges

Assessments

Formative Summative
● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative Tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Alternative
● Initial Benchmark
● Mid-Year Benchmark
● End of the year Benchmark

● Choice Projects
● Notebook Assessments
● Oral Presentations

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=RtJ9u0x8R1qg4Nqea2wQsQ&prompt_id=prompt.ebaafd3d-70c1-4dc3-870d-6e3cebe39476
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=RtJ9u0x8R1qg4Nqea2wQsQ&prompt_id=prompt.ebaafd3d-70c1-4dc3-870d-6e3cebe39476
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=RtJ9u0x8R1qg4Nqea2wQsQ&prompt_id=prompt.ebaafd3d-70c1-4dc3-870d-6e3cebe39476
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=RtJ9u0x8R1qg4Nqea2wQsQ&prompt_id=prompt.ebaafd3d-70c1-4dc3-870d-6e3cebe39476


First Grade
First Grade Pacing Guide

Unit 1: Geography, People and Cultural
Environment

September - December

Unit 2: Human Rights and Governmental
Structure

December - March

Unit 3: Innovative Economists April - June

Unit 1: Geography, People and Cultural Environment

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be
active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies





Goals Activities/Resources

Compare and contrast families, homes, and
schools around the world, long ago and today
to understand how people and communities
have changed over time.

A Day In The Life Of A Pioneer Child

Children's Lives Past and Present

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 5-Our Past, Our Present

● Lesson 5-Life Then and Now

Understanding the views of others helps us
learn about various perspectives, thoughts,
and cultures.

Texts:
- The Name Jar
- Lion Dancer
- Nonfiction texts on various countries

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 4-Traditions We Share

● Lesson 1-What is Culture?
● Lesson 2-Families are Alike and Different
● Lesson 6-Sharing our Cultures

Use geographic tools to identify and
describe physical  features and
characteristics of places on various
types of maps.

Texts:
Me on the Map

Resources:
Brainpop Jr. map video
Discovery Education site
GPS
Google Earth
Map Maker Interactive

Videos:
North South East West - Cardinal Directions…
Kids vocabulary - Map - Using a map - Lear…

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 3-Looking at our World

● Lesson 1-Where Things are Located
● Lesson 2-Maps and Globes

Describe how maps are created for
specific purposes.

Reading A Map - The Park.pdf

Brain Pop Jr Reading Maps

My World Social Studies:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkZyejHU5Aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Te0Td0QVoj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwBe7e8d74Y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oMkfs9tXklFqIZOpyCF-GOmqHiB2f-dx/view
https://prezi.com/kxijae2unkzl/school-life-in-the-past-and-the-present/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/readingmaps/


Chapter 3-Looking at Our World
● Lesson 6-Getting from Here to There

Plan and participate in a project that helps
the Earth

Videos:

How To Recycle & Take Care of the Environ…

World Environment Day : HOW CAN KIDS …

What is Environment And How To Keep It Cl…

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 3-Looking at Our World

● Lesson 5-Our Environment

Identify landforms, bodies of water, and
natural resources,
and how people use them

Resources:
Brainpop Jr. landforms video
Brainpop Jr. natural resources video

Landforms Memory Match

landformsmemorymatchinggame.pdf

Landforms, Hey!: Crash Course Kids #1…

Learning About Landforms

Exploring Landforms and Bodies of Wat…

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 3-Looking at our World

● Lesson 3-Land and Water
● Lesson 4-Continents and Oceans

Recognize and understand cultural,
social and racial diversity among
classmates, and the importance of
celebrating our differences.

Projects:
Children of the World Project-Students will
research a country and how children in that
country live.  They will present their findings to
classmates and create a cardboard child to
represent their country.

Our Class is a Family-Discuss with students why
we’re a family, even if we’re not the same. What
makes us belong? Create a class portrait on
bulletin paper where each ch
Students create self portraits.Have students write
adjectives that they feel describe themselves.
Have students glue the adjectives around their
self portraits, and then find classmates that have
the same adjectives as they do. Discuss with
students that even though all the pictures look
different, we still have similarities, but our

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0lQ3ljjl40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4dVz0CjbCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEk6JLJNg0U
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqs1XoJpkH5g33MzDfmJ0ezLuZ80XPpr/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FN6QX43QB4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWTDmg8OI_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsqKTJtK_vw
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Landforms-Memory-Matching-Game-241968


differences are what make us special.

Texts:
I’m New Here

Understand and celebrate Black culture
through literature, music, and studies of
important Black figures in history

Hair Love | Read Aloud Story Time | Shon…
1. Read Hair Love and discuss why hair is so
important to Zuri. Have students identify a
quality of themselves that they value
that makes them “them.

Identify examples of the impact of human
interaction on the environment, specifically
in terms of climate change. (How are
humans involved in climate change?)

EARTH DAY READ ALOUD WHY SHOULD…

Teach students the effects of melting sea ice. As
the Earth warms, the polar ice melts and animals
who live on ice, such as Polar Bears lose their
homes. Show the students an ice cube. Place two
objects on top of the ice (representing Polar
Bears). Have students discuss observations they
make. Leave the container of ice out for an
extended period of time. Have students observe
what has changed over time as the temperature of
the ice has gotten warmer. Discuss predictions of
what would happen if we continued to allow the
ice to melt. Have students respond to the
question; How does global warming affect animals
like the Polar Bear? Why do Polar Bears need ice
to survive?

Generate authentic questions about
climate change and create plans for
minimizing negative human impact on
our environment.

Kate, Who Tamed the Wind - Read Aloud Pi…

Discuss with students how landfills breaks down
and adds methane gas (a greenhouse gas) to our
atmosphere. As humans, we can help reduce the
amount we add to landfills each year by “reusing”
products for something new instead of throwing
them away. The students will  bring in different
recyclable materials such as boxes, bottle caps,
water bottles, etc. Students will then “reuse” these
materials to create something new for their
classroom such as a pencil holder, etc.  The class
will then share their created items with the class
and discuss how by reusing these items for a new
purpose, we are able to keep them out of landfills.

Be able to understand how words can
hurt us or can make us feel good.

Power of Words -use real apples to demonstrate
the power of words and how they can be hurtful.

Unit 2: Human Rights & Governmental Structure

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Sz3xfxdirE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaHmtCA_BjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWxJEMo2tiM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FK3LySAvENkiZwgE2848DqXoV-2znSyM/view


NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies



Goals Activities/Resources

Compare and contrast today’s schools
around the world with long ago.

file:///Users/dhromoko/Downloads/FREELongAgo
andTodayPart1School-1.pdf

Explain how good citizens follow the rules
and how rules are important for a community,
family, and school.

Explain the role of a good citizen and how
they participate in their communities.

Create an updated class contract with rules that
students think should be followed. Discuss why
these rules are important. Revisit your class rules
from September to see if changes need to be
made.

I can label a good citizen.pdf

Good Citizen Sort.pdf

Identify rules people need in society and the
classroom; tell why they are necessary

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 1-My School, My Community

● Lesson 1-I am a Good Citizen
● Lesson 2-My Rights and Responsibilities
● Lesson 3-I Follow Rules

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nEzd0agxlfysY_wrnEfU-dBoQigJdK6v/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1irZ0tuuovomPrOwtRM35VPONIzNx-wGb/view


Explain the role of the President, Governor,
and branches of government, as well as how
individuals work within various levels of
government (e.g., local, federal) to meet the
needs of its community members

Becoming President: The Requirements

Three Branches Rap - Smart Songs

The Purpose of Government for Kids

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 1-My School, My Community

● Lesson 4-My Leaders
● Lesson 5-My Government

Identify actions of Presidents and important
people in our history that have created
change and affected the present time.

Make a Venn Diagram comparing Lincoln and
Washington

How To Change The World (a work in progr…

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 5-Our Past, Our Present

● Lesson 3-How We Learn About History
● Lesson 4-American Heroes

Study prominent Black figures in history and
the impact they have on history, society, and
culture.

Rosa Parks Differentiated text

Rosa Parks Writing Response.pdf

Have students participate in a simulation in which
they are separated by hair color. Allow all students
with one color of hair to do a specific activity and
make the rest of the students do something else.
Discuss how they felt being separated. Relate
simulation back to segregation and discuss how
people were separated by skin color. Make
connections to civil rights leaders.

Study Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, and MLK and
how they created change for our country

Identify major American symbols/ holidays
and explain their significance to their
respective communities.

American-Symbols-Interactive Game

Brain Pop US Symbols

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 1-My School, My Community

● Lesson 6-Symbols of My Country

Symbols of USA mini book activity

Unit 3: Innovative Economists

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTeRPt4c1lw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCB8EOY5d48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2bxkt3Nbpk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU&list=PL5SUN-qc7GC7LAw-89MrwOyfeyA4QooFs&index=3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12DrWiDZH0kh9hvavpUUErTiO426rAXKr/view
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rosa-Parks-Black-History-Month-1089586
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/American-Symbols-Interactive-Pocket-Chart-Game-207963
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/
https://www.tptschoolaccess.com/access/4430232


NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies

Goals Activities/Resources

Explain the difference between a want and a need,
and explain how families satisfy needs and acquire
wants based on factors such as resource availability,
cost, etc.

BrainPop Needs and Wants

Needs and Wants Lesson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Okczqyr5TII
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/needsandwants/


My World Social Studies:
Chapter 2-Work in the Community

● Lesson 1-What we Need, What we Want

Identify and make decisions about resources in the
school and community where we acquire needs and
wants.

Needs-and-Wants

Give students a pretend salary and have them
decide what they need to buy and if there is money
leftover to buy what they want

a. Example:  Student budget–$10.00 Food: $3.00
Clothing: $1.00
House: $3.00
A student’s total is $7.00 so they have $3.00 to
spend on wants. Give a list of wants with prices for
students to decide what they want to buy. *create a
class list of wants with values prior to independent
activity.

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 2-Work in the Community

● Lesson 2-Why We Make Choices

Know the difference between buyers, sellers, and
producers between goods and services

Brain Pop Goods and Services

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 2-Work in the Community

● Lesson 3-Goods and Services
● Lesson 4-Buying and Selling
● Lesson 5-Spending and Saving

Explain exchange of goods through bartering and
discuss pros and cons.

Unit 3 Financial Literacy Slide Show- Mystery …

Where did my clothes come from?

My World Social Studies:
Chapter 2-Work in the Community

● Lesson 6-Jobs People Do

Assessments

Formative Summative
● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative Tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Alternative
● Initial Benchmark
● Mid-Year Benchmark
● End of the year Benchmark

● Choice Projects
● Notebook Assessments
● Oral Presentations

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C1dR4z3M01EgcomU6GOG0M2mZjtNE8gyme86tUIGjjs/edit#slide=id.ge783a0c115_0_7
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Needs-and-Wants-Economics-1418540
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/


Second Grade
Second Grade Pacing Guide

Unit 1: My Community, My Country September - November

Unit 2: The World Around Us November - December

Unit 3: Celebrating Our Traditions December - March

Unit 4: Our Nation Past and Present March - June

Unit 1: My Community, My Country

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies



Goals Activities/Resources

Local community and government leaders
have roles and responsibilities to provide
services for their community members.

Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations, and
individuals.

The actions of individuals and government
affect the decisions made for the common
good.

Certain character traits can help individuals
become productive members of a community.

Song: Our Country Today

Students learn to identify attributes of good
citizenship and ways they can contribute to the
community.

Students will view a picture of children in a
community and identify ways that they are being
good citizens.

Recommended Text: Miss Nelson Is Missing

Students will identify ways they are good citizens
and think of additional ways they can demonstrate
good citizenship.

Create Anchor Charts with characteristics of a
good citizen/student.

My World Activity Card:
Government

My World Social Studies book



● Chapter 1: Lesson 1: We Are Good
Citizens

● Chapter 1: Lesson 4: Our Government

BrainPopJr. Local and State Governments:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/l
ocalandstategovernments/

Understand that all members of a group are
given the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process to ensure that
everyone’s voice is heard.

Recommended Text: No David! By David
Shannon - discuss rules and why we have them

Monster Needs Your Vote
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayle-eJLszE

Create classroom rules as a whole class and have
each student sign the rules as a pledge

My World Activity Card:
Rights

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 1: Lesson 2: Our Rights as

Citizens

BrainPopJr. Rights and Responsibilities:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/rig
htsandresponsibilities/

Rules and people who have authority are
necessary to keep everyone safe, resolve
conflicts and treat people fairly.

We the Kids by David Catrow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJaIw03yCgQ

Recommended Text: The Recess Queen by
Alexis O’Neill - Discuss conflict resolution and
how to treat people fairly

Recommended Text: Duck for President

Recommended Text: Grace for President

My World Activity Card:
Responsibilities

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 1: Lesson 3: We Follow Rules and

Laws

BrainPopJr. Community Helpers:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/
communityhelpers/

BrainPopJr. School:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/
school/

Recognize the names and contributions of
major American presidents and leaders.

Read biographies of important leaders and
contributors to society.

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/localandstategovernments/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/localandstategovernments/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayle-eJLszE
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/rightsandresponsibilities/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/rightsandresponsibilities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJaIw03yCgQ
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/communityhelpers/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/communityhelpers/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/school/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/school/


My World Activity Card:
Leaders

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 1: Lesson 5: Our Leaders

BrainPopJr. President:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/p
resident/

Relate why important national symbols and
monuments are important in our national
history.

My World Activity Card:
Symbols

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 1: Lesson 6: Our Country’s

Symbols

BrainPopJr. Symbols:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/us
symbols/

Understand the idea of a hero in everyday
life; the difference between a celebrity and
hero.

New York’s Bravest

lettertoaheropdf.pdf

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 5: Lesson 7: American Heroes

Unit 2: The World Around Us

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwyGpYU_NFE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10_yttP2L5bM2B_fcMwoiXj3IjOMYfSqq/view
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/president/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/government/president/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/


Goals Activities/Resources

Describe a relative location and an absolute
location

Use a map to locate places and features

Recommended Text: Me on the Map

Display map of Essex Fells and discuss where
students live in relation to school, states, US,
globally

My World Activity Card:
Describing Locations
Communities and States
The United States of America

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 3: Lesson 1: Talking About

Location

Identify the different uses for a map

Identify cardinal and intermediate directions

Explore cardinal directions in the classroom with a
compass

Provide students with cardinal directions to follow
to locate objects in the room

My World Activity Card:
Describing Locations

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 3: Lesson 2: All About Maps

BrainPopJr. Reading Maps:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/re
adingmaps/

Identify the seven continents and four oceans
on a map

Locate different landforms and bodies of
water on maps and globes

Recognize that the equator divides the world
into Northern and Southern Hemispheres

Research and construct a booklet about seven
continents and four oceans

BrainPopJr. Continents and Oceans:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/co
ntinentsandoceans/

Utilize a globe to locate continents and oceans

My World Activity Card:
North America and the World

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/readingmaps/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/readingmaps/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/continentsandoceans/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/continentsandoceans/


My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 3: Lesson 3: Our Earth
● Chapter 3: Lesson 4: Landforms and

Bodies of Water

BrainPopJr. Landforms:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/la
ndforms/

Environmental characteristics, climate and
weather influence how and where people live

Students create posters displaying the
characteristics of urban, rural, and suburban
communities

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 3: Lesson 5: Weather and Climate
● Chapter 3: Lesson 6: Our Environment

BrainPopJr. Rural, Suburban, and Urban:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/ru
ralsuburbanandurban/

Unit 3: Celebrating Our Traditions

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/landforms/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/landforms/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/ruralsuburbanandurban/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/ruralsuburbanandurban/


Goals Activities/Resources

Know that Native Americans were the first
inhabitants of North America.

Understand that the past helps to make
sense of the present.

Scholastic News

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 5: Lesson 2: Learning About the

Past
● Chapter 5: Lesson 3: The First Americans

How Many Days to America?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBMWQnFJxC
0

Recognize that people have different
perspectives based on their beliefs, values,
tradition, culture, and experiences.

Gordon Parks “How the Photographer captured
Black and White America”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gn3vef-NWws

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBMWQnFJxC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBMWQnFJxC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gn3vef-NWws


Everybody Cooks Rice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uh0Mf9S_sns

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 4: Lesson 1: Culture is Our Way

of Life

Identify and describe national holidays that
honor the achievements of Americans past
and present

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 4: Lesson 3: What We Celebrate

BrainPop Jr. Winter Holidays:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/wint
erholidays/

Identify that community members have
different cultural backgrounds

Explain that culture is a way of life of a group
of people who share similar beliefs and
customs locally and globally

Research cultures from around the world and
chart each country’s different cultures

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 4: Lesson 2: Cultures in Our

Country
● Chapter 4: Lesson 5: Two Cultures

BrainPop Jr. Lunar New Year:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/lunar
newyear/

BrainPop Jr. Mexico:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/m
exico/

Two or more individuals can have a different
understanding of the same
event

Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice,
discrimination and unfairness in their lives
and communities

Compare and contrast of “The Three
Little Pigs” and “TheTrue Story of the
Big Bad Wolf”

The Crayon Box that Talked

Name Jar by Yangsook Choi

Nugget & Fang
http://www.viewpure.com/e6p1ESVUPHA?start=0
&end=0

Tale of Two Beasts
http://www.viewpure.com/zCkOocQGtDU?start=0
&end=0

One World, One Heart Beating song
https://oneworldoneheartbeating.com/

African Americans Who Made History ppt:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ASDlRXFcmKarEtI
V0BU9U-pVHzT14-tw/view

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uh0Mf9S_sns
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/winterholidays/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/winterholidays/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/lunarnewyear/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/lunarnewyear/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/mexico/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/mexico/
http://www.viewpure.com/e6p1ESVUPHA?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/e6p1ESVUPHA?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/zCkOocQGtDU?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/zCkOocQGtDU?start=0&end=0
https://oneworldoneheartbeating.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ASDlRXFcmKarEtIV0BU9U-pVHzT14-tw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ASDlRXFcmKarEtIV0BU9U-pVHzT14-tw/view


Unit 4: Our Nation Past and Present

NJSLS-Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century – All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively
to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies



Goals Activities/Resources

Compare and contrast life in the past with life
today

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 5: Lesson 1: Life Then and Now
● Chapter 5: Lesson 6: Technology Then

and Now

Create a historical timeline by putting events in
chronological order

Describe how our national heritage can be
passed on and shared through stories, songs,
and folktales

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 4: Lesson 4: American Stories

BrainPop Jr. Johnny Appleseed
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies
/johnnyappleseed/

Identify various natural resources and explain
how they are used

The Wump World by Bill Peet

BrainPop Jr. Natural Resources
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/conservation/nat
uralresources/

Wartville Wizard by Don Madden
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z8k5ZhvU
UU

Understand the differences between a need
and a want

Create a comparison chart of need vs. wants

Need vs. Want activity
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/CE
L-Needs-Wants-Activity.pdf

BrainPop Jr. Needs and Wants
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/
needsandwants/

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 2: Lesson 1: Needs and Wants

Understand how to make good financial
choices

Understand why people save money

Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type - discuss
costs of labor and products and the farmer’s
economic loss when the animals are on strike.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rhGzj6Dt1
E

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/johnnyappleseed/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/johnnyappleseed/
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/conservation/naturalresources/
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/conservation/naturalresources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z8k5ZhvUUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z8k5ZhvUUU
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/CEL-Needs-Wants-Activity.pdf
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/CEL-Needs-Wants-Activity.pdf
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/needsandwants/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/needsandwants/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rhGzj6Dt1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rhGzj6Dt1E


BrainPop Jr. Saving and Spending
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/
savingandspending/

Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzsvSrtns9g

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 2: Lesson 2: Making Good

Choices

Understand why people produce and consume
goods and services

Corn is Maize by Aliki- Discuss product
development/natural resources (renewable and
nonrenewable)

BrainPop Jr. Goods and Services:
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/
goodsandservices/

My World Social Studies book
● Chapter 2: Lesson 3: Producing and

Consuming Goods

Assessments

Formative Summative
● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative Tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Alternative
● Initial Benchmark
● Mid-Year Benchmark
● End of the year Benchmark

● Choice Projects
● Notebook Assessments
● Oral Presentations

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/savingandspending/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/savingandspending/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzsvSrtns9g
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/


3rd Grade
Updated December 2022

Social Studies Unit 1

Grade:    3 Unit 1: Communities & Our Human Geography Time Frame:   September - December

Active Citizenship in the 21st century: All Students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed

citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American

heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental

rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Text: My World Social Studies, We Are Connected Grade 3 Pearson

Assessments

Formal:

Chapter Assessments

● Paper based tests/Google Forms

Performance Based:

● Presentations/Projects

Informal:

● Teacher observations

● Class discussions

● Class participation

● Classwork

Goals & Results

Learners will identify . . .

● There are different processes for establishing

rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to

protect the rights of people, help resolve

conflicts, and promote the common good.

● Patterns of settlement differ markedly from

region to region, place to place, and time to

time.

● Maps and other geographic representations,

geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking

can be used to understand and

communicate information.

Essential Question:

How do physical geography, human geography, and

the human environment interact to influence or

determine the development of cultures, societies,

and nations?



Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities

Maps:
- Demographic
- Topographic
- Regions of the U.S.
- World Map
- Resources
- Elevation
Landforms:
- Mountains
- Hills
- Valleys
- Canyons
- Plateaus
- Peninsula
- Glaciers
- Desserts
- Shorelines
- Plains/Grasslands
- Tundra
- Volcanoes
Weather:
- air
- atmosphere
- vegetation
Bodies of Water:
- Lakes
- Rivers
- Streams
- Basins
- Sea
- Ocean
- Ridges
Physical Features:
- Slope
- Elevation
Vocabulary:
Longitude
Latitude
Regions: (Briefly identify what each region is
known for)
- The West
- The Midwest
- The Northeast
- The Southeast
- The Southwest

Related Standards Covered:

6.1.5.CivicsPR.1: Compare procedures for making

decisions in a variety of settings including classroom,

school, government, and /or society. Rules, laws, and

policies are designed to protect the rights of people,

help resolve conflicts, and promote the common

good.

6.1.5.CivicsPR.3: Evaluate school and community

rules, laws and/or policies and determine if they

meet their intended purpose.

6.1.5.CivicsPR.4: Explain how policies are developed

to address public problems. Regions form and change

as a result of unique physical characteristics,

conditions, economies, and cultures.

6.1.5.GeoPP.4: Investigate the different physical and

human characteristics of urban, suburban and rural

communities and identify the factors that might

attract individuals to that space. Maps and other

geographic representations, geospatial technologies,

and spatial thinking can be used to understand and

communicate information.

6.1.5.GeoSV.1: Identify the maps or types of maps

most appropriate for specific purposes, (e.g., to

locate physical and/or human features in a

community, to determine the shortest route from

one town to another town, to compare the number

of people living at two or more locations).

6.1.5.GeoSV.2: Use maps to explain the impact of

location and place on the relationships between

places in New Jersey, the United States and other

countries.

6.1.5.GeoSV.3: Demonstrate how to use digital

geographic tools, maps and globes to measure

distances and determine time zones, and locations

using latitude and longitude.

6.1.5.GeoSV.4: Use a variety of geographic

representations to describe the similarities and

differences between places in New Jersey, the United

States and the world (e.g., maps, data visualizations,

graphs, diagrams, aerial and other photographs,

GPS). Human activities affect environmental



Activity: Split the class into regions. Each group will
research their region and create a climate map,
vegetation map, and political map to identify
characteristics and demonstrate an understanding
of map skills. Students will also create a
3-dimensional map of their assigned region.

characteristics of places or regions resulting in

positive and negative impacts.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Teacher created Google Slides and Form

presentations

● Classroom and interactive maps and globes

● Read Aloud: Mapping Penny’s World by

Loreen Leedy

● Read Aloud: Types of Maps by Kevin

Cunningham

● Read Aloud: The Little House by Virginia

Burton

● Read Aloud: Me on the Map by Joan

Sweeney

● Reading map lessons found throughout the

book

● https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/

● IXL.com Third Grade Social Studies

● Song: Fifty Nifty United States

● Video: Tour the States

Modifications for Diverse Learners

To assist in meeting these standards, teachers may: -

utilize visual supports and graphic organizers - use

prompts and model directions - provide

opportunities to model talk during read alouds, and

scaffold talk during whole class and small group

discussions

Additional Standards that Support Student Learning

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to

the text as the basis for the answers.

RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical

procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or

subject area.

RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.

RI.3.7 Use information gained from text features(e.g., illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate

an understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,

first/second/third in a sequence) to support specific points the author makes in a text.

RI.3.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the

most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/


RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text -complexity or above, with scaffolding

as needed.

Writing Standards

W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. (a-d)

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. (a-d)

W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print or digital sources; take brief notes on sources and

sort evidence into provided categories.

Technology

9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).

9.4.5.TL.1: Compare the common uses of at least two different digital tools and identify the advantages and disadvantages of

using each.

9.4.5.TL.2: Sort and filter data in a spreadsheet to analyze findings.

9.4.5.TL.3: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text, change page formatting, and include

appropriate images, graphics, or symbols.

9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and technology may be used to solve problems.

Career Ready Practices

9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication technologies to collaborate with individuals with diverse perspectives about a local

and/or global climate change issue and deliberate about possible solutions (e.g., W.4.6, 3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6)

9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as climate change, and collaborate with individuals with diverse

perspectives to improve upon current actions designed to address the issue (e.g., 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7)

9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1,

6.3.5.CivicsPD.2)

9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental,

online) that can aid in solving the problem

9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies to different types of problems such as personal, academic,

community and global



Social Studies Unit 2

Grade:   3 Unit 2: Citizens, Government, & Creating a New Nation Time Frame:  December - March

Active Citizenship in the 21st century: All Students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed

citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American

heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental

rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Text: My World Social Studies, We Are Connected Grade 3 Pearson

Assessments

Formal:

Chapter Assessments

● Paper based tests/Google Forms

Performance Based:

● Presentations/Projects

Informal:

● Teacher observations

● Class discussions

● Class participation

● Classwork

Goals & Results

Learners will identify…
● Chronological sequencing helps us track

events over time

● Our nation has been shaped by events and

actions of the past.

● Conflicts sometimes arise over resources

● Maps and other geographic representations,

Essential Questions:

How does our country’s history shape the identity of

the United States today?

How does our complex state history shape the



geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking

can be used to understand and

communicate information.

● A major role of citizens in a representative

democracy is to make responsible decisions

about who should govern.

● Certain dispositions help individuals

contribute to the health of American

democracy.

identity of New Jersey today?

How do citizens, civic ideals, and government

institutions interact to balance the needs of

individuals and the common good?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities

People and Cultures:
- Cultural groups
- Customs
- Native American Groups
- Early Explorers
- Spanish, French, English explorers

Maps:
- Location of Native American groups in North
America
- Routes of European Explorers
- Louisiana Purchase

- Interactions between Europeans and Native
Americans
- Key events in the European settlement of North
America
- Why settlers came to North America
- Ways in which the past connects to the present
- Timeline events
- Key historical figures

The 13 colonies:
- tax
-protest (Tea Act)
- legislature
- patriot
- revolution

Leading up to George Washington as the first
President of the United States of America

6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from

the past to explain how they led to the creation of

the state of New Jersey and the United States.

Interactions of people and events throughout history

have shaped the world we experience today.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to

illustrate how the American identity has evolved over

time.

6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how

the search for natural resources resulted in conflict

and cooperation among European colonists and

Native American resulting in changes to conditions.

6.1.5.CivicsPD.4: Compare the qualifications of

candidates running for local, state, or national public

office with the responsibilities of the position. Certain

dispositions help individuals contribute to the health

of American democracy.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe

the characteristics exhibited by real and fictional

people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their

community and country.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.2: Use evidence from multiple sources

to construct a claim about how self discipline and

civility contribute to the common good.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.3: Identify the types of behaviors that

promote collaboration and problem solving with

others who have different perspectives.

6.1.5.CivicsCM.4: Examine the responsibilities of

differing positions of authority and identify criteria



Activity:

-Writing piece focused on settling in what is now

the United States of America.

- Class created Timeline of important events

-Leadership project: Students will identify what

makes them a good leader.

that are likely to make leaders qualified for those

positions.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Read Aloud: What are State and Local
Governments? By Sarah Machajewski

● Read Aloud: If Everybody Did by Jo Ann
Stover (Launch unit with this read aloud)

● Read Aloud: Civil Responsibilities by Karen
Kenney

● archives.gov website for primary sources
● Grace for President by Kelly S. DiPuccio
● Vote by Eileen Christelow
● www.nationalgeographic.com
● https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/

● IXL.com Third Grade Social Studies

● Reading map lessons found throughout the

book

Modifications for Diverse Learners

To assist in meeting these standards, teachers may: -

utilize visual supports and graphic organizers - use

prompts and model directions - provide

opportunities to model talk during read alouds, and

scaffold talk during whole class and small group

discussions

Additional Standards that Support Student Learning

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to

the text as the basis for the answers.

RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical

procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or

subject area.

RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.

RI.3.7 Use information gained from text features(e.g., illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate

an understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,

first/second/third in a sequence)to support specific points the author makes in a text.

RI.3.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the

most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text -complexity or above, with scaffolding

as needed.

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/


Writing Standards

W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. (a-d)

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. (a-d)

W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print or digital sources; take brief notes on sources and

sort evidence into provided categories.

Technology

9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).

Career Ready Practices

9.2.5.CAP.1: Evaluate personal likes and dislikes and identify careers that might be suited to personal likes.

9.2.5.CAP.2: Identify how you might like to earn an income

9.2.5.CAP.3: Identify qualifications needed to pursue traditional and non-traditional careers and occupations.

9.2.5.CAP.4: Explain the reasons why some jobs and careers require specific training, skills, and certification (e.g., life guards,

child care, medicine, education) and examples of these requirements.



Social Studies Unit 3

Grade: 3 Unit 3: Economics & Equality Time Frame: April -June

Active Citizenship in the 21st century: All Students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed

citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.

U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American

heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental

rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Text: My World Social Studies, We Are Connected Grade 3 Pearson

Assessments

Formal:

Chapter Assessments

● Paper based tests/Google Forms

Performance Based:

● Presentations/Projects

Project Suggestions:

● Spending Project (Keep track of spending for

the week - Budget for the week - Identify

Savings, Amount of interest, etc)

● Wants & Needs Project

Idea #1: What would a family need and want if they

moved to NJ. SW cut out pictures to display visually.

For example: needs: fridge, stove, etc. Wants: large

screen tv, etc.

Idea #2: Each student brings in pictures of things

they think they want or need. Students then sort

the items into two categories wants and needs to

create a visual example of wants/needs.

Informal:

● Teacher observations

● Class discussions

● Class participation

● Classwork

Goals & Results

Learners will . . .

● Effective conflict resolution is possible when

Essential Questions:

How do citizens, civic ideals, and government
institutions interact to balance the needs of



evidence, diverse perspectives, and

intended/unintended consequences are

considered.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and

institutions at the state, national, and

international levels to promote human

rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not

to be bullied or discriminated against.

● The availability of human capital, physical

capital, and/or natural resources has

contributed to the specialization of trade

and production.

individuals and the common good?

How have economic, political, and cultural decisions
promoted or prevented the growth of personal
freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and
respect for human dignity?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities

Vocabulary:
- Scarcity
-Abundance
- Needs
-Wants
Money:
- Credit
- Credit Card
- Savings
- Bank
- Interest
- Deposit
- Loan
- Budget
Economy:
- Trade
- Barter
- Supply
- Demand
- Free Market
- Economy
- Import
- Export
Work:
-Specialization
- Division of Labor
- Jobs Today
- Jobs Long Ago

6.1.5.CivicsPD.3:Explain how and why it is important

that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find

solutions to community, state, national, and global

challenges. It is the responsibility of individuals and

institutions at the state, national, and international

levels to promote human rights.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights

guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the

Bill of Rights contribute to the improvement of

American democracy (i.e., freedom of expression,

freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom of

assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote, and

the right to due process).

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for how

the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other

historical civil rights leaders served as catalysts for

social change, inspired social activism in subsequent

generations.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or

discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose

solutions to address such actions. Certain

dispositions help individuals contribute to the health

of American democracy.

6.1.5.EconEM.1: Explain why individuals and

businesses specialize and trade.



Value:
Opportunity Cost
- Profit
- Cost
- Value
- Goods
- Service
- Producer
- Consumer
Nation's Diversity:
- Diversity
- Ancestors
- Tolerance
- Respect
- Stereotyping
- Prejudice

6.1.5.EconEM.2: Identify examples of the variety of

resources that are used to produce goods and

services (i.e., human capital, physical capital, natural

resources).

6.1.5.EconEM.3: Describe how supply and demand

influence price and output of products.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Read Aloud: One Green Apple by Eve
Bunting (use to launch)

● Read Aloud: How My Parents Learned to Eat
by Ina Friedman

● Read Aloud: A Place Called Freedom by
Scott Russell Sanders (pg. 150-153)

● Read Aloud: If Your Name was Changed at
Ellis Island

● Read Aloud: The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
● Read Aloud: Grandfather’s Journey by Allen

Say
● Read Aloud: Henry’s Freedom Box written

by Ellen Levine
● Ellis Island virtual webquest
● Close Read: “Dances Around the World”
● https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/

Modifications for Diverse Learners

To assist in meeting these standards, teachers may: -

utilize visual supports and graphic organizers - use

prompts and model directions - provide

opportunities to model talk during read alouds, and

scaffold talk during whole class and small group

discussions

Additional Standards that Support Student Learning
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to

the text as the basis for the answers.

RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical

procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or

subject area.

RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.



RI.3.7 Use information gained from text features (e.g., illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate

an understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,

first/second/third in a sequence) to support specific points the author makes in a text.

RI.3.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the

most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text -complexity or above, with scaffolding

as needed.

Writing Standards

W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. (a-d)

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. (a-d)

W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print or digital sources; take brief notes on sources and

sort evidence into provided categories.

Technology

9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).

Career Ready Practices

9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9,

6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).



4th Grade
Social Studies

Grade: 4 Geography and Human Impact Unit 1
Texts: Savvas “The World Social Studies: New Jersey”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessments
2. Geography Assessments
3. Performance Based:

● maps skills
● projects

4. Open-ended questions
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing

Core Ideas

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Compare information found in different

types of maps, and determine why the
information may be useful

● Explain how to use political maps and globes
to measure distances and determine locations
using latitude and longitude

● Describe how human interactions impact the
environment

● Identify how maps and other geographic
representations can be used to understand
and communicate information

● Analyze different special-purpose maps to
learn about different regions of New Jersey

● Utilize maps to compare and contrast
different areas of New Jersey

Essential Questions:

● How do physical geography, human
geography, and the human environment
interact to influence or determine the
development of cultures, societies, and
nations?

● How can maps and map tools be utilized to
retrieve information about a specific place or
region?

Activities & Standards



Suggested Activities:
● Themes of Geography- Analyzing postcards
● Creating Geography Themes postcard
● Around the room map activities
● Map sorting
● Creating maps
● Reading maps
● Using map features (map key/legend, map

scale, compass, etc.)
● Locating places based on longitude and

latitude
● Webquests
● Design the layout of a park using geography

skills
● Create a political map
● Educational Videos

Related Standards Covered:

Geography, People, and the Environment: Spatial
Views of the World

6.1.5.GeoSV.1: Identify the maps or types of maps
most appropriate for specific purposes, (e.g., to locate
physical and/or human features in a community, to
determine the shortest route from one town to another
town, to compare the number of people living at two
or more locations).

6.1.5.GeoSV.2: Use maps to explain the impact of
location and place on the relationships between places
in New Jersey, the United States and other countries.

6.1.5.GeoSV.3: Demonstrate how to use digital
geographic tools, maps and globes to measure
distances and determine time zones, and locations
using latitude and longitude.

6.1.5.GeoSV.4: Use a variety of geographic
representations to describe the similarities and
differences between places in New Jersey, the United
States and the world (e.g., maps, data visualizations,
graphs, diagrams, aerial and other photographs, GPS).

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Exchange
and Markets

6.1.5.EconEM.4: Compare different regions of New
Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural
resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or
the labor force play in economic opportunities.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Youtube
● National Geographic
● Online Games
● Junior Scholastic

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities



● Achieve3000
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Freckle

Social Studies

Grade: 4 Early People- History, Culture, and Perspectives Unit 2
Texts: Savvas “The World Social Studies: New Jersey”

Assessments

Formal:
● Unit Assessment
● Performance Based:

○ Projects
○ Presentations

● Project rubrics
● Open-ended questions
● Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Analyze historical events that led to the

creation of New Jersey and The United
States

● Research how important historical figures
shaped the formation of state and local
governments

● Understand how positive and negative
interactions between early groups of people
impacted their cultures

● Use artifacts to better understand the lives of
the Lenni Lenape people and culture

● Research the lives of early colonial people to
better understand their culture

Essential Questions:

● How have the people of New Jersey divided
natural resources?

● How has the folklore and the actions of
historical and fictional characters from New
Jersey contributed to the heritage?

● What challenges did various groups face in
early history?

● Why did various groups immigrate to New
Jersey and America?

● What key events led to the creation of the
United States and New Jersey?

● What impact did European colonization have
on the Lenape?



● Make inferences about the impact that belief
systems and family structures of African,
European, and Native American groups had
on government structures

● Understand the difference between slavery
and indentured servitude in Colonial labor
systems

● Analyze key historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and
present-day government and citizenship.

● Describe the role of religious freedom and
participatory government in various North
American colonies.

● How has the Lenape history and culture had a
lasting impact on New Jersey?

● How did slavery impact all individuals?
● How did religious freedom play a role in the

formation of the colonies?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Playing traditional Native American games
● Interactive Trading Simulation
● Inventing a Native American game using

only items found in nature
● StoryBoardThat Colonial Life research

assignment
● Artifact walk
● Native American Tribe research and

presentations
● Important historical figures research
● Picture walks
● Analyzing maps
● Educational Videos

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and
Change

6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events
from the past to explain how they led to the creation
of the state of New Jersey and the United States.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to
illustrate how the American identity has evolved over
time.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.3: Use multiple sources to describe
how George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston
have impacted state and national governments over
time.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how
the interactions among African, European, and Native
American groups impacted their respective cultures.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.5: Analyze the power struggle
among European countries and determine its impact
on people living in Europe and the Americas.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: Use multiple sources to make
evidence-based inferences on the impact of European
colonization on Native American populations,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.



6.1.5.HistoryCC.7: Evaluate the initial and lasting
impact of slavery using sources that represent
multiple perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.8: Make evidence-based inferences
to describe how the influence of Native American
groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is
manifested in different regions of New Jersey.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: Evaluate the impact of ideas,
inventions, and other contributions of prominent
figures who lived in New Jersey.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.10: Analyze the power struggle
among European countries and determine its impact
on people living in Europe and the Americas.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.11: Make evidence-based inferences
to explain the impact that belief systems and family
structures of African, European, and Native American
groups had on government structures.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.12: Determine the roles of religious
freedom and participatory government in various
North American colonies.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.13: Craft a claim explaining how
the development of early government structures
impacted the evolution of American politics and
institutions.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.14: Compare the practice of slavery
and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical
documents to determine the role they played in past
and present-day government and citizenship (i.e., the
Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill
of Rights).

Geography, People, and the Environment: Spatial
Views of the World



6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how
the search for natural resources resulted in conflict
and cooperation among European colonists and
Native American resulting in changes to conditions.

6.1.5.EconEM.5: Explain why individuals and
societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of
trade.

6.1.5.EconEM.6: Explain the system of mercantilism
and its impact on the economies of the colonies and
European countries.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights:
Democratic Principles

6.1.5.CivicsDP.3: Describe the role of religious
freedom and participatory government in various
North American colonies.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks
● Epic
● StoryboardThat
● Webquests
● Freckle
● Lenape Life Videos

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities

Social Studies



Grade: 4 Government Unit 3
Texts: Savvas “The World Social Studies: New Jersey”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

○ Projects
○ Presentations

3. Project rubrics
4. Open-ended questions
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing

Core Ideas

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Interpret that the rights guaranteed to U.S.

citizens in the Bill or Rights and Constitution
● Read about how equality includes change in

government
● Create a visual representation of the branches

of government
● Research the actions of civil rights activists
● Understand what makes a good rule or law
● Understand how individuals exercising their

civic responses is necessary for a functioning
democracy

● Identify the three branches of government
and how each branch balances and limits
power

Essential Questions:

● How do the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution and Bill of Rights contribute to
American democracy?

● How do fairness and equality influence
change at the local and national levels of the
U.S. government?

● How does the U.S. government define and
limit government power?

● How does the U.S. function as a democracy?
● How do individual rights and the common

good depend on citizens exercising their civic
responsibilities?

● What constitutes a good rule or law?
● How have the actions of civil rights activists

helped to create change?
● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government

institutions interact to balance the needs of
individuals and the common good?

Activities & Standards



Suggested Activities:
● Amendment writing and creation
● Proposing and voting on amendments
● Debate the validity of a specific bill

becoming a law
● Research and write about how checks and

balances benefit our government
● Taxation Simulation
● Bill of Rights and Constitution dissection
● MLK Research

Civics, Government, and Human Rights:
Democratic Principles

6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the
core civic virtues and democratic principles impact
the decisions made at the local, state, and national
government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of
individuals and groups, past and present, to violations
of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights,
human rights).

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Human
and Civil Rights

6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the
Bill of Rights contribute to the improvement of
American democracy (i.e., freedom of expression,
freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom of
assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote, and
the right to due process).

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for
how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
other historical civil rights leaders served as catalysts
for social change, inspiring social activism in
subsequent generations.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or
discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose
solutions to address such actions.

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to
differentiate and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities



● Epic
● Webquests
● Freckle

Social Studies

Grade: 4 Economy Unit 4
Texts: Savvas “The World Social Studies: New Jersey”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

○ Projects
○ Presentations

3. Project rubrics
4. Open-ended questions
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:
Learners will . . .

● Research products and goods produced in
New Jersey

● Read about how supply and demand
influences prices

● Analyze the role geography plays in
economic activities

● Understand the benefits for specializing in a
trade

Essential Questions:
● Why do individuals and businesses specialize

and trade?
● What resources are used to produce goods and

services?
● How does supply and demand influence prices

and output of products?
● What role does geography, natural resources,

climate, transportation, technology, and labor
force play in economic activities?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities:
● Create an item to sell considering need,

Related Standards Covered:



supply, demand
● “Shark Tank”
● Research items that are produced and

manufactured in New Jersey
● Research supply and demand of different

resources around the country
● Read

○ The Inventor’s Secret: What Thomas
Edison Told Henry Ford

○ Beyond the Lemonade Stand

6.1.5.EconEM.1: Explain why individuals and
businesses specialize and trade.

6.1.5.EconEM.2: Identify examples of the variety of
resources that are used to produce goods and services
(i.e., human capital, physical capital, natural
resources).

6.1.5.EconEM.3: Describe how supply and demand
influence price and output of products.

6.1.5.EconEM.4: Compare different regions of New
Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural
resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or
the labor force play in economic opportunities

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks
● Epic
● Freckle
● Webquests

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities

Assessments

Formative, Summative, Benchmark, and Alternative



Students can demonstrate competency with tasks such as:

● Unit assessments may include but not limited to tests, quizzes, and projects
● Constructing spoken and written explanations
● Response/Exit Tickets
● Engaging in evidence-based discussion
● Reflecting on their own understanding
● Student Portfolios
● STEAM projects
● Design Challenges
● Oral Presentations
● Problem Based Learning projects

Differentiation Strategies

Students with Disabilities/ Students at Risk of School Failure

(For students with disabilities, appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or
modifications should be determined by the IEP or 504 team)

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.
● Give repetition and practice exercises
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class work
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provide access to digital media, as available and appropriate
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting
● Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments
● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests
● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Reading response aloud to student



Modifications for Homework and Assignments
● Provide extended time to complete assignments
● Break down assignments
● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and grading criteria for

assignments

Modifications for Assessments
● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes
● Provide alternate setting as needed
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments
● Breaking down and chunking assignments

Differentiation for English Language Learners

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Provide alternate ways for the student to respond (verbal/pictographic answers instead of

written)
● Substitute a hands-on activity or use of different media in projects for a written activity
● Provide word banks / word walls
● Prepare and distribute advance notes
● Provide model sentence frames and sentence starters for both oral responses and written

responses
● Provide additional time to complete assessments and assignments
● Model and use gestures to aid in understanding
● Model tasks by giving one or two examples before releasing students to work independently
● Present instructions both verbally and visually
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Provide repetition and practice
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give examples/exemplars
● Reading response aloud to student

Modifications for Homework/Assignments
● Provide Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device,

bilingual dictionary)
● Provide extended time for assignment completion as needed
● Highlight key vocabulary
● Use graphic organizers

Modifications for Assessments



● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions
● Provide word banks / word walls when applicable
● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments

Gifted and Talented

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Set individual goals.
● Encourage creative expression by allowing students to choose how to explore a problem
● Invite students to explore points of view
● Allow team-teaching opportunities and collaboration
● Varied levels of reading text
● Enriched hands on center that students can explore independently
● Use Higher-Level Questioning Techniques
● Provide leadership opportunities in groups
● Allow opportunities to analyze and evaluate materials
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion

Modifications for Homework/Assignments
● Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking
● Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests
● Conduct research and provide presentation of appropriate topics

Integration of 21st Century Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for
individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. In this increasingly diverse and complex world, the
successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry
pathways but also employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively
in order to establish and maintain stability and independence. This document outlines concepts and skills
necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout
all K–12 academic and technical content areas, the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career
Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students to learn the
concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and preparation,
personal finances and digital literacy.

Mission
Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make
informed career and financial decisions, engage as responsible community members in a digital society, and
to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.

Vision
An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:

● Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to



success;
● Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;
● Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;
● Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and
● Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path.

Creativity and Innovation
Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate
new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts). Additionally, within creativity, flexibility
is evident through the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to maximize creative
efforts. Originality and inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits
to adopting new ideas. Failure is viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as understand that
creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes.

● Collaboration with individuals with diverse
perspectives can result in new ways of
thinking and/or innovative solutions.

● Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas
(intellectual risk taking) contributes to the
development of creativity and innovation.

● 9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication
technologies to collaborate with individuals
with diverse perspectives about a local
and/or global climate change issue and
deliberate about possible solutions (e.g.,
W.4.6, 3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).

● 9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or
global issue, such as climate change, and
collaborate with individuals with diverse
perspectives to improve upon current actions
designed to address the issue (e.g.,
6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7).

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving
Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential
to critical thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts of a whole interact together to produce
outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, claims,
points of view then communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the
best analysis. In tandem with critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to generate and execute a
solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of initiative and flexibility to use trial and
error to solve a problem until a successful solution is found.

● The ability to solve problems effectively
begins with gathering data, seeking
resources, and applying critical thinking
skills.

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data
that will aid in the problem-solving process
(e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1,
6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).

● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the
types of individuals and resources (e.g.,
school, community agencies, governmental,
online) that can aid in solving the problem
(e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).

● 9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and
technology may be used to solve problems.

● 9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and
problem-solving strategies to different types
of problems such as personal, academic,



community and global (e.g.,
6.1.5.CivicsCM.3).

Digital Citizenship
● Intellectual property rights exist to protect

the original works of individuals. It is
allowable to use other people’s ideas in one’s
own work provided that proper credit is
given to the original source.

● Sending and receiving copies of media on
the internet creates the opportunity for
unauthorized use of data, such as personally
owned video, photos, and music.

● Digital identities must be managed in order
to create a positive digital footprint.

● Digital tools have positively and negatively
changed the way people interact socially.

● Digital engagement can improve the
planning and delivery of climate change
actions.

● 9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of
copyrights.

● 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to
intellectual property rights guidelines using
public domain or creative commons media.

● 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital
images that can be reused freely and those
that have copyright restrictions.

● 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical
behavior when using online or offline
technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).

● 9.4.5.DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a
positive and negative online identity and the
lasting implications of online activity.

● 9.4.5.DC.6: Compare and contrast how
digital tools have changed social interactions
(e.g., 8.1.5.IC.1).

● 9.4.5.DC.7: Explain how posting and
commenting in social spaces can have
positive or negative consequences.

● 9.4.5.DC.8: Propose ways local and global
communities can engage digitally to
participate in and promote climate action
(e.g., 6.3.5.GeoHE.1).

Global and Cultural Awareness
● Culture and geography can shape an

individual’s experiences and perspectives.
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes

individual and community perspectives and
points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9,
6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies Introduction

The ever-changing landscape of information and communication technologies
have transformed the roles and responsibilities of the next generation of

learners. Inquiry-based learning in social studies prepares students to produce
and critically consume information in our global society. This document

outlines social studies practices, disciplinary concepts, core ideas, and related
performance expectations in a manner that promote learning experiences in

which students actively explore the past, present, and future of the world
through the study of history, economics, civics, and geography.

Mission

___________________________________________________________

Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and perspectives needed to become active, informed, and
contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities.

Vision

____________________________________________________________
An education in social studies fosters a population that:



● Is civic-minded, globally aware, and socially responsible;

● Exemplifies fundamental values of democracy and human rights through active participation in local, state,
national, and global communities;

● Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis;

● Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding;

● Recognizes the relationships between people, places, and resources as well as the implications of an
interconnected global economy;

● Applies an understanding of critical media literacy skills when utilizing technology to learn, communicate, and
collaborate with diverse people around the world; and

● Discerns fact from falsehood and critically analyzes information for validity and relevance.

Framework for NJ Designed Standards

____________________________________________________________
The design of this version of the NJSLS-SS is intended to:

● promote the development of curricula and learning experiences that reflect the vision and mission of
social studies as stated in the beginning of this document;

● foster greater coherence and increasingly complex understanding of social studies knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and perspectives across grade bands;

● establish meaningful connections among the major areas of study within social studies;

● prioritize the important ideas and core processes that are central to social studies and have lasting value
beyond the classroom; and

● reflect the habits of mind central to social studies that lead to post-secondary success.

5th Grade Social Studies Units of Learning

Grade: 5 Civics & Government Unit 1

Texts: TCI “Social Studies Alive!” Immersive K-5 Social Studies Program

https://www.teachtci.com/blog/new-immersive-k-5-social-studies-program/


Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessments
2. Guided Research
3. Performance Based:

● Citing text
● Projects - paired tasks

4. Open-ended questions/RACE Responses
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing
○ research & multimedia access

Core Ideas

STANDARD DERIVED Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Describe ways in which people benefit from and are

challenged by working together, including through
government, workplaces, voluntary organizations, and
families.

● Investigate different ways individuals participate in
government (e.g., voters, jurors, taxpayers).

● Explain how the United States functions as a
representative democracy and describe the roles of
elected representatives and how they interact with
citizens at local, state, and national levels

● Describe the services our government provides the
people in the community, state and across the United
States.

● Explain how government functions at the local,
county, and state level.

● Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three
branches of the national government.

● Explain how national and state governments share
power in the federal system of government

● Describe how the United States Constitution defines
and limits the power of government.

● Research and compare the differences and similarities
between the United States and other nations'
governments, customs, and laws.

● Describe the roles of elected representatives and
explain how individuals at local, state, and national
levels can interact with them.

● Explain how individuals can initiate and/or influence
local, state, or national public policymaking (e.g.,
petitions, proposing laws, contacting elected officials).

● Explain how and why it is important that people from
diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to
community, state, national, and global challenges.

Essential Questions:

● What roles do governments play in human
environment interaction?

● How do governments shape the way that
humans live and make decisions?

● How has the United States grown and
developed in its approaches toward
governing citizens?



● Compare the qualifications of candidates running for
local, state, or national public office with the
responsibilities of the position.

Activities

Suggested Activities:
● Jamboard collaborative question stems
● Journaling
● KWL charts
● C-SPAN debate
● Pair and Share Paraphrasing
● Internet source evaluation models: determining author’s purpose & navigating bias online
● INTRODUCTION TO RACE response: Citing direct text evidence
● Research of government position holders & upcoming elections at the local, state, and federal levels
● Live election coverage analysis; POV & perspective writing

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Youtube
● National Geographic
● Britannica
● Online Games
● Junior Scholastic
● Achieve3000
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks
● National Geographic
● Teach TCI resources

○ primary sources in varied media formats
○ maps
○ leveled text, audio, annotation tools

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to
differentiate and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities
● Reflective journaling
● Structured debate & Socratic modeling
● Human Rights & Character Education focus
● Flexible Seating

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade: 5 Civics, Government & Human Rights Unit 2

Texts: TCI “Social Studies Alive!” Immersive K-5 Social Studies Program

Assessments

Formal:
● Unit Assessment
● Performance Based:

○ Projects

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation

https://www.teachtci.com/blog/new-immersive-k-5-social-studies-program/


○ Presentations
● Project rubrics
● Open-ended questions
● Quizzes

● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing
○ research & multimedia access

Goals & Results

STANDARD DERIVED Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Describe how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United

States Constitution and the Bill of Rights contribute to the
improvement of American democracy (i.e., freedom of
expression, freedom of religion, freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote,
and the right to due process).

● Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and other historical civil rights
leaders served as catalysts for social change, inspired social
activism in subsequent generations.

● Cite examples from a variety of sources to describe how
national and international leaders, businesses, and global
organizations promote human rights and aid individuals and
nations in need

● Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as
bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.

● Identify the types of behaviors that promote collaboration
and problem solving with others who have different
perspectives.

● Cite evidence from a variety of sources to describe how a
democracy depends upon and responds to individuals'
participation.

● Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary
migratory experiences of different groups of people and
explain why their experiences differed.

Essential Questions:

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and
government institutions interact to balance
the needs of individuals and the common
good?

● How have economic, political, and cultural
decisions promoted or prevented the
growth of personal freedom, individual
responsibility, equality, and respect for
human dignity?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Evaluation of developments in influential government laws & rulings from 1776-2023
● Paraphrasing & Analysis of government documents, influential speeches and primary sources relating to activism
● Jamboard collaborative question stems
● Journaling
● KWL charts
● C-SPAN debate
● Pair and Share Paraphrasing
● Internet source evaluation models: determining author’s purpose & navigating bias online
● RACE response: Citing direct text evidence

Resources & Strategies



Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks
● Epic
● StoryboardThat
● Webquests
● National Geographic
● Teach TCI resources

○ primary sources in varied media formats
○ maps
○ leveled text, audio, annotation tools

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to
differentiate and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities
● Reflective journaling
● Structured debate & Socratic modeling
● Human Rights & Character Education focus
● Flexible Seating

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade: 5 Geography, People & Environment Unit 3
Texts: TCI “Social Studies Alive!” Immersive K-5 Social Studies Program

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

○ Projects
○ Presentations

3. Project rubrics
4. Open-ended questions
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing
○ research & multimedia access

https://www.teachtci.com/blog/new-immersive-k-5-social-studies-program/


Core Ideas

STANDARD DERIVED Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary

migratory experiences of different groups of people
and explain why their experiences differed.

● Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives,
including aerial photographs or satellite images to
describe how human activity has impacted the
physical environment during different periods of time
in New Jersey and the United States.

● Cite examples of how technological advances have
changed the environment in New Jersey and the
United States (e.g., energy, transportation,
communications).

● Analyze the effects of catastrophic environmental and
technological events on human settlements and
migration.

● Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of the
movement of people from place to place on
individuals, communities, and regions.

● Use historical maps to explain what led to the
exploration of new water and land routes.

● Use geographic tools to determine factors that
impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional
identities of the US colonies.

● Explain how cultural and environmental
characteristics affect the distribution and movement of
people, goods, and ideas

● Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and
involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America,
and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to
describe the challenges they encountered.

● Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief
systems, and family structures among African,
European, and Native American groups.

● Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of
the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and
culture.

● Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values,
cultural practices, and political systems of Native
American groups.

● Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of
important historical ideas, resources and events.

● Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of
experiences and events by people with different
cultural or individual perspectives.

● Describe why it is important to understand the
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected
world.

Essential Questions:

● What are the possible consequences of
decisions made for individuals, groups, and
societies?

● How has communication changed from the
Age of Exploration through the 21st
century?

● What navigational tools and technologies
were influential in movement and
settlement?

● How can we find cultural influences in the
goods and services that people trade and
access?



Activities

● Map analysis & Charting of exploration routes
● Research presentation on early global explorers & their influence on trade
● Compare & contrast influences on humans by century  =

○ 1500s - 1700s / 1800s - 2000s / 2000 - tomorrow & beyond
● Timeline of cultural shifts in settlement including events and geographic influences
● Jamboard collaborative question stems
● Journaling
● KWL charts
● C-SPAN debate
● Pair and Share Paraphrasing
● Internet source evaluation models: determining author’s purpose & navigating bias online
● RACE response: Citing direct text evidence

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks
● Epic
● Webquests
● National Geographic
● Teach TCI resources

○ primary sources in varied media formats
○ maps
○ leveled text, audio, annotation tools

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to
differentiate and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities
● Reflective journaling
● Structured debate & Socratic modeling
● Human Rights & Character Education focus
● Flexible Seating



__________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade: 5 Economics, Innovation, and Technology Unit 4
Texts: TCI “Social Studies Alive!” Immersive K-5 Social Studies Program

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

○ Projects
○ Presentations

3. Project rubrics
4. Open-ended questions
5. Quizzes

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary Connections

○ reading and writing
○ research & multimedia access

Goals & Results

STANDARD DERIVED Goals/ Enduring Understandings
Learners will . . .

● Identify positive and negative incentives that
influence the decisions people make.

● Use quantitative data to engage in cost benefit
analyses of decisions that impact the individual and/or
community.

● Explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions
made by individuals, communities, and nations.

● Explain the ways in which the government pays for the
goods and services it provides.

● Use data to describe how the availability of resources in
New Jersey and other regions in the United States have
impacted economic opportunities.

Essential Questions:

● What are examples and practices that
reflect economic thinking?

● How has the national economy changed and
evolved throughout history?

● How can we identify and analyze historical
and current trends in the global economy?

https://www.teachtci.com/blog/new-immersive-k-5-social-studies-program/


● Describe how the development of different transportation
systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the
United States.

● Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific
achievement and inventions in many cultures during
different historical periods.

● Explain how the availability of private and public goods and
services is influenced by the government and the global
economy.

● Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic
society.

● Describe the role and relationship among households,
businesses, laborers, and governments within the economic
system.

● Explain how the development of communication systems
has led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas
throughout the United States and the world.

● Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services are interrelated and are affected by the
global market and events in the world community.

● Use economic data to explain how trade leads to increasing
economic interdependence among nations.

● Compare and contrast how the availability of resources
affects people across the world differently.

● Evaluate the economic impact of science and technology
innovations on European exploration.

● How can individuals, groups, and societies
apply economic reasoning to make difficult
choices about scarce resources?

Activities

Suggested Activities:
● Jamboard collaborative question stems
● Journaling
● KWL charts
● C-SPAN debate
● Pair and Share Paraphrasing
● Internet source evaluation models: determining author’s purpose & navigating bias online
● Create, brand, or market an item to sell considering need, supply, demand. Present it to your class for discussion.
● Research unique and multifaceted inventors from different eras and create a multimedia presentation.
● Research some items that are produced or manufactured in NJ. What are some items that NJ may need to bring in from

other states or countries?
● Open-ended questions & RACE response  based on essential questions; citing evidence from multiple sources

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Achieve3000
● Junior Scholastic
● EdPuzzle
● BrainPop
● Readworks

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to
differentiate and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Centers and small group activities
● Reflective journaling



● Epic
● Webquests
● National Geographic
● Teach TCI resources

○ primary sources in varied media formats
○ maps
○ leveled text, audio, annotation tools

● Structured debate & Socratic modeling
● Human Rights & Character Education focus
● Flexible Seating

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coding of Standards & Disciplinary Concepts Covered within Grade 5 Units:

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civics and Political Institutions
6.1.5.CivicsPI.1: Describe ways in which people benefit from and are challenged by working together, including through government, workplaces,
voluntary organizations, and families.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.2: Investigate different ways individuals participate in government (e.g., voters, jurors, taxpayers).
6.1.5.CivicsPI.3: Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy and describe the roles of elected representatives and how
they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels
6.1.5.CivicsPI.4: Describe the services our government provides the people in the community, state and across the United States.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.5: Explain how government functions at the local, county, and state level.
6.1.5.CivicsPI.6: Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national government. • 6.1.5.CivicsPI.7: Explain how national
and state governments share power in the federal system of government. • 6.1.5.CivicsPI.8: Describe how the United States Constitution defines and
limits the power of government. • 6.1.5.CivicsPI.9: Research and compare the differences and similarities between the United States and other
nations' governments, customs, and laws.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
6.1.5.CivicsPD.1: Describe the roles of elected representatives and explain how individuals at local, state, and national levels can interact with them.
6.1.5.CivicsPD.2: Explain how individuals can initiate and/or influence local, state, or national public policymaking (e.g., petitions, proposing laws,
contacting elected officials).
6.1.5.CivicsPD.3: Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national,
and global challenges.
6.1.5.CivicsPD.4: Compare the qualifications of candidates running for local, state, or national public office with the responsibilities of the position.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights contribute to the
improvement of American democracy (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of
petition, the right to vote, and the right to due process).
6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other historical civil rights leaders served as
catalysts for social change, inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.5.CivicsHR.3: Cite examples from a variety of sources to describe how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations
promote human rights and aid individuals and nations in need
6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
6.1.5.CivicsCM.3: Identify the types of behaviors that promote collaboration and problem solving with others who have different perspectives.
6.1.5.CivicsCM.6: Cite evidence from a variety of sources to describe how a democracy depends upon and responds to individuals' participation.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Population Patterns



6.1.5.GeoPP.6: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people and explain why their
experiences differed.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
6.1.5.GeoHE.1: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives, including aerial photographs or satellite images to describe how human activity
has impacted the physical environment during different periods of time in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.5.GeoHE.2: Cite examples of how technological advances have changed the environment in New Jersey and the United States (e.g., energy,
transportation, communications).
6.1.5.GeoHE.3: Analyze the effects of catastrophic environmental and technological events on human settlements and migration.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Global Interconnections
6.1.5.GeoGI.1: Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of the movement of people from place to place on individuals, communities, and regions.
6.1.5.GeoGI.2: Use historical maps to explain what led to the exploration of new water and land routes. 6.1.5.GeoGI.3: Use geographic tools to
determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the US colonies.
6.1.5.GeoGI.4: Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America, and cite evidence
from multiple perspectives to describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.2: Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, European, and Native American
groups.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.3: Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.4: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native American groups.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.5: Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of important historical ideas, resources and events.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and events by people with different cultural or individual
perspectives.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
6.1.5.EconET.1: Identify positive and negative incentives that influence the decisions people make.
6.1.5.EconET.2: Use quantitative data to engage in cost benefit analyses of decisions that impact the individual and/or community.
6.1.5.EconET.3: Explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: National Economy
6.1.5.EconNM.1: Explain the ways in which the government pays for the goods and services it provides.
• 6.1.5.EconNM.2: Use data to describe how the availability of resources in New Jersey and other regions in the United States have impacted
economic opportunities.
6.1.5.EconNM.3: Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.5.EconNM.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical
periods.
6.1.5.EconNM.5: Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced by the government and the global economy.
6.1.5.EconNM.6: Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
6.1.5.EconNM.7: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the economic system.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Global Economy
6.1.5.EconGE.1: Explain how the development of communication systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the
United States and the world.
6.1.5.EconGE.2: Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are affected by the global market
and events in the world community.
6.1.5.EconGE.3: Use economic data to explain how trade leads to increasing economic interdependence among nations.
6.1.5.EconGE.4: Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the world differently.  6.1.5.EconGE.5: Evaluate the
economic impact of science and technology innovations on European exploration.



____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To promote a unified vision of the NJSLS-SS, an abbreviated form of the disciplinary concepts is
included in the alphanumeric code. The disciplinary concepts were abbreviated as follows:

● Civics, Government and Human Rights (Civics)
● Civic and Political Institutions (PI)
● Participation and Deliberation (PD)
● Democratic Principles (DP)
● Processes, Rules and Laws (PR)
● Human and Civil Rights (HR)
● Civic Mindedness (CM)
● Geography, People and the Environment (Geo)
● Spatial Views of the World (SV)
● Human Population Patterns (PP)
● Human Environment Interaction (HE)
● Global Interconnections (GI)
● Economics, Innovation and Technology (Econ)
● Economic Ways of Thinking (ET)
● Exchanges and Markets (EM)
● National Economy (NE)
● Global Economy (GE)
● History, Culture and Perspectives (History)
● Continuity and Change (CC)
● Understanding Perspectives (UP)
● Historical Sourcing and Evidence (SE)
● Claims and Argumentation (CA)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessments



Formative, Summative, Benchmark, and Alternative

Students can demonstrate competency with tasks such as:

● Unit assessments may include but not limited to tests, quizzes, and projects
● Constructing spoken and written explanations
● Response/Exit Tickets
● Engaging in evidence-based discussion
● Reflecting on their own understanding
● Student Growth Assessments

○ Beginning of Year Benchmark
○ Mid Year Benchmark
○ End of Year Benchmark

● Student Portfolios
● STEAM projects
● Design Challenges
● Oral Presentations
● Problem Based Learning projects

Differentiation Strategies

Students with Disabilities/ Students at Risk of School Failure

(For students with disabilities, appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or
modifications should be determined by the IEP or 504 team)

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.
● Give repetition and practice exercises
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class work
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provide access to digital media, as available and appropriate
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting
● Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments
● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests
● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Reading response aloud to student



Modifications for Homework and Assignments
● Provide extended time to complete assignments
● Break down assignments
● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and grading criteria for

assignments

Modifications for Assessments
● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes
● Provide alternate setting as needed
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments
● Breaking down and chunking assignments
● Provide manipulative examples

Differentiation for English Language Learners

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Provide alternate ways for the student to respond (verbal/pictographic answers instead of

written)
● Substitute a hands-on activity or use of different media in projects for a written activity
● Provide word banks / word walls
● Prepare and distribute advance notes
● Provide model sentence frames and sentence starters for both oral responses and written

responses
● Provide additional time to complete assessments and assignments
● Model and use gestures to aid in understanding
● Model tasks by giving one or two examples before releasing students to work independently
● Present instructions both verbally and visually
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Provide repetition and practice
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give examples/exemplars
● Reading response aloud to student

Modifications for Homework/Assignments
● Provide Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device,

bilingual dictionary)
● Provide extended time for assignment completion as needed
● Highlight key vocabulary
● Use graphic organizers

Modifications for Assessments



● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions
● Provide word banks / word walls when applicable
● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments

Gifted and Talented

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Modifications for Classroom
● Set individual goals.
● Encourage creative expression by allowing students to choose how to explore a problem
● Invite students to explore points of view
● Allow team-teaching opportunities and collaboration
● Varied levels of reading text
● Enriched hands on center that students can explore independently
● Use Higher-Level Questioning Techniques
● Provide leadership opportunities in groups
● Allow opportunities to analyze and evaluate materials
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion

Modifications for Homework/Assignments
● Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking
● Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests
● Conduct research and provide presentation of appropriate topics

Integration of 21st Century Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for
individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. In this increasingly diverse and complex world, the
successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry
pathways but also employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively
in order to establish and maintain stability and independence. This document outlines concepts and skills
necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout
all K–12 academic and technical content areas, the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career
Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students to learn the
concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and preparation,
personal finances and digital literacy.

Mission
Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make
informed career and financial decisions, engage as responsible community members in a digital society, and
to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.

Vision
An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:

● Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to



success;
● Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;
● Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;
● Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and
● Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path.

Creativity and Innovation
Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate
new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts). Additionally, within creativity, flexibility
is evident through the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to maximize creative
efforts. Originality and inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits
to adopting new ideas. Failure is viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as understand that
creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes.

● Collaboration with individuals with diverse
perspectives can result in new ways of
thinking and/or innovative solutions.

● Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas
(intellectual risk taking) contributes to the
development of creativity and innovation.

● 9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication
technologies to collaborate with individuals
with diverse perspectives about a local
and/or global climate change issue and
deliberate about possible solutions (e.g.,
W.4.6, 3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).

● 9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or
global issue, such as climate change, and
collaborate with individuals with diverse
perspectives to improve upon current actions
designed to address the issue (e.g.,
6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7).

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving
Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential
to critical thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts of a whole interact together to produce
outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, claims,
points of view then communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the
best analysis. In tandem with critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to generate and execute a
solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of initiative and flexibility to use trial and
error to solve a problem until a successful solution is found.

● The ability to solve problems effectively
begins with gathering data, seeking
resources, and applying critical thinking
skills.

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data
that will aid in the problem-solving process
(e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1,
6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).

● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the
types of individuals and resources (e.g.,
school, community agencies, governmental,
online) that can aid in solving the problem
(e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).

● 9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and
technology may be used to solve problems.

● 9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and
problem-solving strategies to different types
of problems such as personal, academic,
community and global (e.g.,
6.1.5.CivicsCM.3).



Digital Citizenship
● Intellectual property rights exist to protect

the original works of individuals. It is
allowable to use other people’s ideas in one’s
own work provided that proper credit is
given to the original source.

● Sending and receiving copies of media on
the internet creates the opportunity for
unauthorized use of data, such as personally
owned video, photos, and music.

● Digital identities must be managed in order
to create a positive digital footprint.

● Digital tools have positively and negatively
changed the way people interact socially.

● Digital engagement can improve the
planning and delivery of climate change
actions.

● 9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of
copyrights.

● 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to
intellectual property rights guidelines using
public domain or creative commons media.

● 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital
images that can be reused freely and those
that have copyright restrictions.

● 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical
behavior when using online or offline
technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).

● 9.4.5.DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a
positive and negative online identity and the
lasting implications of online activity.

● 9.4.5.DC.6: Compare and contrast how
digital tools have changed social interactions
(e.g., 8.1.5.IC.1).

● 9.4.5.DC.7: Explain how posting and
commenting in social spaces can have
positive or negative consequences.

● 9.4.5.DC.8: Propose ways local and global
communities can engage digitally to
participate in and promote climate action
(e.g., 6.3.5.GeoHE.1).

Global and Cultural Awareness
● Culture and geography can shape an

individual’s experiences and perspectives.
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes

individual and community perspectives and
points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9,
6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).



6th Grade
Core Concepts

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 2-3 weeks
Summary: Learn the proper ways to analyze history and the effects geography has on a culture
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson ”My World History”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessments
2. Geography Tests
3. Performance Based:

● Culture Research Project

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

○ Achieve3000 Readings

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● analyze the difference between and the value

of primary and secondary sources and
artifacts

● discover ways people study human history
and development

● appreciate the goals of archaeology,
anthropology, and oral tradition

● identify the elements that make up culture
and examine the relationship between
religion, culture, and geography

● analyze the effects of advances in technology
on culture

● describe technological advances that improve
the standard of living

Essential Questions:

● How do geography shape culture?
● How do historians, archaeologists, and

anthropologists study culture?



Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities:
● Evaluate and categorize primary and

secondary sources
● Cultural Research Project & Oral

Presentation
● Locating places based on longitude and

latitude; analyzing various maps
● EdPuzzles
● BrainPops
● Webquests

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.HistorySE.1.a
9.4.12.CI.1

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● Youtube
● National Geographic
● Games

○ https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
World_Continents.htm

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm


Origins: Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 2-3 weeks
Summary: Understanding the growth and progress of hunter-gatherer societies compared to the
development of civilizations.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson ”My World History”

Assessments

Formal:
4. Unit Assessment
5. Performance Based:

● Cave paintings replica
● Early art analysis

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

○ Newsela articles

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Analyze what artifacts show about early

humans
● Consider the skills that helped

hunter-gatherer societies survive
● Understand the various contributions of

scientists, historians, archaeologists,
anthropologists, and their teams

● Examine ways modern humans migrated to
populate Earth’s regions

● Analyze cause and effect links between
agriculture and early human societies

● Classify common features of early
civilizations

Essential Questions:

● What are the consequences of technology?
● How do historians learn about early humans?
● What do we learn from archaeological

discoveries?
● What should governments do?

Activities & Standards



Suggested Activities:
● Synthesize information to write a news

article about the find
● Ed Puzzle - Mary Leaky
● Assemble structure of  “Lucy” and analyze

skeletal makeup compared to homo sapiens

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.GeoPP.1.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.1.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.c
6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.d
9.4.12.CT.2

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnSq0c7jM-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEtnJHeocKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyIfPbn0RDs

● Newsela
● STEAM
● Recreate replica of the first village,

Catalhoyuk

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Mesopotamia: The Fertile Crescent

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnSq0c7jM-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEtnJHeocKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyIfPbn0RDs


Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 3-4 weeks
Summary: Analyze the development of the Fertile Crescent.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson ”My World History”

Assessments

Formal:
6. Unit Assessment
7. Performance Based:

● skit

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Analyze how the Fertile Crescent sustained

the first known civilization
● Examine the Sumerian class system in which

priests and kings held power
● Investigate how Sargon conquered

Sumerican city-states to create an empire
● Analyze Hammurabi’s Code and how they

defined laws that united the empire
● Examine how Assyrians and Persians created

an giverned vast empires
● Determine how Mesopotamian cultures made

lasting contributions to the arts
● Examine how Phoenicians spread

Mesopoptamian civilization through ocean
trade

● Analyze how the Phoenician alphabet was a
significant contribution

Essential Questions:

● How did the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
affect daily life and development?

● What are the consequences of technology?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Carve a message in cuneiform on clay
● After studying the Standard of Ur, act as an

archaeologist and create a modern
“standard”

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a
6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a
6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a
6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a
6.6.8.GeoGE.2.a



● Create a restoration project for Babylon
● Use the Phoenician alphabet to write a

message

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a
6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a
6.2.8.EconEM.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
9.4.12.CT.4

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● https://omniglot.com/writing/phoenician.htm

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Ancient Egypt

https://omniglot.com/writing/phoenician.htm


Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 1 month
Summary: Examine the significance of ancient Egypt’s civilization.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson ”My World History”

Assessments

Formal:
8. Unit Assessment
9. Performance Based:

● Pharaoh research projects
● King Tut’s death mask

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Examine how geography influenced

Egyptian civilization.
● Identify the responsibilities of the pharaohs

and how they ruled Egypt.
● Examine how Egyptians examined many

gods.
● Examine how Egyptians developed one of

the world’s first systems of writing,
hieroglyphics.

● Explain how trade led to diffusion between
Egypt and its neighbors.

● Examine the process of mummification and
explain its significance in Egyptian society

● Analyze the Egyptian accomplishments in
math, science, art, architecture, and
literature.

● Analyze how the culture of Egypt and Nubia
were linked and yet distinct.

Essential Questions:

● What were the major accomplishments of
Egyptian culture?

● What are ancient Egypt’s contributions to our
world today?

● How much does geography affect people’s
lives?

● How does the status of groups from the
ancient world compare to today?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities:
● Recreate a replica of Egypt’s contributions:

King Tut’s tomb
● Decipher hieroglyphics and explain their

significance
● Write in hieroglyphics

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a
6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a
6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a
6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a
6.6.8.GeoGE.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a



● Mummify apples and relate to the
mummification process in ancient Egypt

● Write a poem or song that reflects a farmer’s
life on the Nile.

● King Tutankhamun research

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f
18A:35-4.35

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

● Newsela
● http://interactivesites.weebly.com/ancient-eg

ypt.html
● https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collectio

ns/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-a
ncient-egypt/egyptian-tomb-adventure/

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9p-Sajq
TSE

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Judaism and the Jewish People

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 2-3 weeks
Summary: To explore the development of Judaism and the Jewish people.
Texts:

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/ancient-egypt.html
http://interactivesites.weebly.com/ancient-egypt.html
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/egyptian-tomb-adventure/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/egyptian-tomb-adventure/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/egyptian-tomb-adventure/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9p-SajqTSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9p-SajqTSE


Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson “My World”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

● Journal Entries
3. Google Slides presentations

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will:
● Examine the story of Abraham and how the

Israelite belief in one God became Judaism
● Examine the story of Moses and how he led

the Israelites out of slavery.
● Analyze why the Israelites settled in Canaan.
● Evaluate how Judaism is based on the

Hebrew Bible.
● Analyze how the Jewish people value

studying and understanding God’s law.
● Analyze key events in the history of the

kingdoms of Israel and Judah.
● Examine how the Diaspora occurred and

where Jews have lived.
● Examine how Judaism has affected our

world today.

Essential Questions:

● How are religion and culture connected?
● In what ways does Judaism differ from other

religions?
● What is the Jewish attitude toward other

faiths?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Write interview questions for Moses during

the Exodus from Egypt.
● Compare different literary styles in the Bible

(history, law, and wisdom).

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
18A 52:16A-88

Resources & Strategies



Suggested Resources and Technology:

Google Slides
Create a movie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyEaAcPGAh
A

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Ancient India

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 3 weeks
Summary: Identify the significance of ancient India.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson “My World”

Assessments

Formal:
4. Unit Assessment
5. Performance Based:

● Triple Venn Diagram on religions

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyEaAcPGAhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyEaAcPGAhA


● Design a Henna and explain its
symbolism

● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will:
● Analyze the geography of the Indian

subcontinent
● Discuss how indus Valley civilization was

organized
● Examine artifacts from Harappa
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley culture
● Analyze theories about the origins of the

Indo-Aryans
● Examine the information the Vedas provide

about Aryan life.
● Evaluate how groups evolved into the caste

system.
● Analyze how Hinduism evolved from Vedic

beliefs and practices.
● Examine HIndu teachings about life and after

death.
● Examine how Hinduism spread throughout

India.
● Analyze how Buddha’s search for truth led to

spiritual enlightenment
● Examine the teachings of the Buddha; the

Middle Way and the Eightfold Path

Essential Questions:

● Why is it important to develop an appreciation
of other cultures?

● How does religion shape a civilization’s
intellectual and artistic traditions as well as its
daily life?

● How does the status of ancient people
compare to today?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Create a skit that demonstrates one of the

steps of the Eightfold Path
● Complete a Venn diagram that compares and

contrasts Hinduism and Buddhism
● Design a travel brochure for tourists who

want to visit India
● Examine artifacts from Harappa and draw

inferences about their culture
● Create a tableau for the varnas

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a
6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a
6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a
6.6.8.GeoGE.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a
6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a



6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b
6.2.8.EconEM.3.a
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:
https://religions.mrdonn.org/buddhism.html

Newsela articles

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

https://religions.mrdonn.org/buddhism.html


Ancient China

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 3 weeks
Summary: Examine the significance of ancient China.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson “My World”

Assessments

Formal:
6. Unit Assessment
7. Performance Based:

● Draw the characters
● Make a relic

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will:
● Examine how geographic features isolated

China from other civilizations.
● Understand that Chinese civilization arose

along the Huang River.
● Research the achievements of the Shang

Dynasty.
● Analyze the concept of the Mandate of

Heaven.
● Examine how the Zhou Dynasty expanded

their empire.
● Analyze the features and structure of Zhou

society.
● Examine characteristics of ancestor worship.
● Analyze goals and beliefs of Confucianism

and Daoism.
● Examine how the Qin became the first

dynasty to unify China.
● Analyze the philosophies of Confucius and

Laozi
● Examine characteristics of a Legalist form of

government.
● Analyze how Shi Huangdi was able to gain

Essential Questions:

● What are the cultural characteristics of major
Chinese dynasties?

● What are the lasting effects of the Han
Dynasty?

● What's the story that built the Great Wall of
China?

● What is an invention that originates in ancient
China that has an effect on your life today?



and hold power as the First Emperor.
● Examine how Han emperors created one of

the most successful Chinese dynasties.
● Analyze how Confucianism, the Silk Road,

and civil service enhanced the Han dynasty.
● Examine how Han society was based on

Confucian teachings.
● Evaluate how China expanded and prospered

under the Han dynasty.

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Compare and contrast spiritual traditions,

Confucianism, and Daoism
● Write a persuasive argument to join the Han

alliance
● Create your own Chinese Garden Design

(STEAM)
● Create a Google Slide representing Han

achievements: seismometer, acupuncture,
wheelbarrow, paper, lacquerware,
astronomy, Silk Road, civil service

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a
6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a
6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a
6.6.8.GeoGE.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a
6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b
6.2.8.EconEM.3.a
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.b
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:
https://china.mrdonn.org/games.html
http://waltzworldhistory.weebly.com/ancient-china-
websites-and-games.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/legend_of
_silk.php

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations

https://china.mrdonn.org/games.html
http://waltzworldhistory.weebly.com/ancient-china-websites-and-games.html
http://waltzworldhistory.weebly.com/ancient-china-websites-and-games.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/legend_of_silk.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/legend_of_silk.php


● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Greco-Roman Civilizations

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 1-2 months
Summary: Identify the legacies of ancient Greece and Rome.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson “My World”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

● Legacies flipchart
● Government comparison chart

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions
● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results



Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Identify the major legacies of ancient Greece

and Rome
○ Mythology
○ Art, Theater, and Literature
○ Government
○ Philosophy

● Explain how the geography of Greece and
Rome affected the lives of their people.

● Analyze how invasions and war affect Greek
and Roman history

● Compare and contrast the governments of
Greece and Rome with modern America.

● Explain how Alexander the Great expanded
the empire and spread Greek culture.

● Discuss the impact of Julius Caesar.
● Explain how Christianity spread throughout

the Roman empire.
● Explain the connections between Christianity

and Judaism.
● Explain how the Byzantine Empire was

related to the Roman Empire.

Essential Questions:

● What are the legacies of ancient Greece and
ancient Rome?

● What made Alexander the Great “great?”
● What is power? Who should have it?
● How does the government change?
● How do the ancient legal systems compare to

the American legal system?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Google Slides presentation
● Write a myth modeling after Greek or

Roman mythology
● Create a philosopher
● Create a Polis timeline (Minoan period,

Mycenaean period, Dark Ages, & the
development of the Polis)

● Develop a chart that compares the roles,
status, and rights of the following in ancient
Greece: Athenian and Spartan women,
citizens, aristocrats, foreign-born, & slaves

● Compare and contrast the American legal
system to Greece and Rome

● Create a museum exhibit of legacies
● Debate the advantages and disadvantages of

each type of rule
● Newsela articles

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a
6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a
6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.b
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b
6.2.8.EconEM.3.a
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.b
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2



Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:
https://www.fisd.org/cms/lib3/TX50000116/Centrici
ty/Domain/606/Ancient%20Greek%20Activities.pd
f
https://schoolworkhelper.net/ancient-greek-recreatio
n-activities/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/re
source-library-ancient-rome

Newsela articles

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home
● Provides access to digital media, as available

and appropriate
● Provide oral reminders and check student

work during independent work time
● Assist student with long and short term

planning of assignments
○ Breaking down and chunking of work

● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Middle Ages

Grade: 6 Pacing Guide: 1 month
Summary: Identify the lasting impact of the Middle Ages.
Texts: Scott Foresman “The World”
Pearson “My World”

Assessments

Formal:
1. Unit Assessment
2. Performance Based:

Informal:
● Teacher observations
● Class discussions

https://www.fisd.org/cms/lib3/TX50000116/Centricity/Domain/606/Ancient%20Greek%20Activities.pdf
https://www.fisd.org/cms/lib3/TX50000116/Centricity/Domain/606/Ancient%20Greek%20Activities.pdf
https://www.fisd.org/cms/lib3/TX50000116/Centricity/Domain/606/Ancient%20Greek%20Activities.pdf
https://schoolworkhelper.net/ancient-greek-recreation-activities/
https://schoolworkhelper.net/ancient-greek-recreation-activities/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/resource-library-ancient-rome
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/resource-library-ancient-rome


● Create a coat of arms
● Virtual museum exhibit

● Class participation
● Classwork
● Interdisciplinary connections

Goals & Results

Overarching Goals/ Enduring Understandings:

Learners will . . .
● Compare and contrast the Magna Carta with

the Bill of Rights.
● Analyze how feudalism and manorialism

brought social and economic order to
Europe.

● Examine how monasteries and religious
orders helped spread Christianity.

● Analyze the reasons for the Crusades of the
Middle Ages.

Essential Questions:

What was life like under feudalism?
How did the Crusades affect Europe?

Activities & Standards

Suggested Activities
● Create a feudalism pyramid
● Make a plague timeline
● Make a map of the Crusades
● Exchange of goods store

Related Standards Covered:
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a

Resources & Strategies

Suggested Resources and Technology:

Google platform
Newsela articles

Instructional Strategies / Opportunities to differentiate
and accommodate for all learners:

● Varied rubrics
● Modified writing tasks
● Modified assessments
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
● Restate, reread, and clarify direction/questions
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered
● Give extended time to complete class

work/assessments
● Provide copy of class notes
● Determine if preferential seating would be

beneficial
● Provide access to a computer
● Provide copies of textbooks for home



● Provides access to digital media, as available
and appropriate

● Provide oral reminders and check student
work during independent work time

● Assist student with long and short term
planning of assignments

○ Breaking down and chunking of work
● Provide regular parent/school communication
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests
● Establish procedures for

accommodations/modifications for
assessments

Integration of 21st Century Skills

Curriculum Development: Integration of 21st Century Skills and Themes and Interdisciplinary Connections

Twenty-first century themes and skills integrated into all content standards areas (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3).

“Twenty-first century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness; financial, economic, business, and
entrepreneurial literacy; civic literacy; health literacy; learning and innovation skills, including creativity and
innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, and communication and collaboration; information, media, and
technology skills; and life and career skills, including flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social and
cross-cultural skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for individuals
to compete and connect on a global scale. In this increasingly diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or
employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry pathways but also employability skills
necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively in order to establish and maintain stability and
independence. This document outlines concepts and skills necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an
ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout all K–12 academic and technical content areas, the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the
framework for students to learn the concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career
exploration and preparation, personal finances and digital literacy.

Mission
Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make informed
career and financial decisions, engage as responsible community members in a digital society, and to successfully meet
the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.

Vision
An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:

● Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to success;
● Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;
● Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;
● Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and
● Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path.

Creativity and Innovation
Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate new and



worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts). Additionally, within creativity, flexibility is evident through
the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to maximize creative efforts. Originality and
inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits to adopting new ideas. Failure is
viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as understand that creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical
process of small successes and frequent mistakes.

● Collaboration with individuals with diverse
perspectives can result in new ways of thinking
and/or innovative solutions.

● Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas
(intellectual risk taking) contributes to the
development of creativity and innovation.

● 9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication
technologies to collaborate with individuals with
diverse perspectives about a local and/or global
climate change issue and deliberate about
possible solutions (e.g., W.4.6,
3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).

● 9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or global
issue, such as climate change, and collaborate
with individuals with diverse perspectives to
improve upon current actions designed to
address the issue (e.g., 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7).

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving
Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential to critical
thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts of a whole interact together to produce outcomes. Critical
thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, claims, points of view then
communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the best analysis. In tandem with
critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to generate and execute a solution to a problem. Problem solving
occurs through one’s use of initiative and flexibility to use trial and error to solve a problem until a successful solution
is found.

● The ability to solve problems effectively begins
with gathering data, seeking resources, and
applying critical thinking skills.

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that
will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g.,
2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).

● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types
of individuals and resources (e.g., school,
community agencies, governmental, online) that
can aid in solving the problem (e.g.,
2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).

● 9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and
technology may be used to solve problems.

● 9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and
problem-solving strategies to different types of
problems such as personal, academic,
community and global (e.g., 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3).

Digital Citizenship

● Intellectual property rights exist to protect the
original works of individuals. It is allowable to
use other people’s ideas in one’s own work
provided that proper credit is given to the
original source.

● Sending and receiving copies of media on the
internet creates the opportunity for unauthorized
use of data, such as personally owned video,
photos, and music.

● Digital identities must be managed in order to
create a positive digital footprint.

● 9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of
copyrights.

● 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to
intellectual property rights guidelines using
public domain or creative commons media.

● 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital images
that can be reused freely and those that have
copyright restrictions.

● 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical
behavior when using online or offline technology
(e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2).



● Digital tools have positively and negatively
changed the way people interact socially.

● Digital engagement can improve the planning
and delivery of climate change actions.

● 9.4.5.DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a
positive and negative online identity and the
lasting implications of online activity.

● 9.4.5.DC.6: Compare and contrast how digital
tools have changed social interactions (e.g.,
8.1.5.IC.1).

● 9.4.5.DC.7: Explain how posting and
commenting in social spaces can have positive or
negative consequences.

● 9.4.5.DC.8: Propose ways local and global
communities can engage digitally to participate
in and promote climate action (e.g.,
6.3.5.GeoHE.1).

Global and Cultural Awareness

● Culture and geography can shape an individual’s
experiences and perspectives.

● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes
individual and community perspectives and
points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9,
6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).


