
Lehighton Area School District
1000 Union Street

Lehighton, PA 18235
Monday, January 8, 2024 - 7:00 PM
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING - MINUTES

1. Opening Exercises
A. Opening Exercises
Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

B. Call to Order
Board President, J. Glaush called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:11 PM.

C. Roll Call
PR/AB

PR Ms. Joy Beers PR Mr. Jeremy Glaush PR Ms. Heather Neff

PR Mr. Richard Beltz PR Mr. Sean Gleaves PR Mrs. Kerry Sittler

PR Ms. Barbara Bowes PR Mr. Zachary Hunter PR Ms. April Walker

Also Present:
Dr. Christina Fish, Superintendent
Mrs. Mary Figura, Assistant to the Superintendent
Mr. Edward Rarick, Business Administrator
Ms. Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary

Jarrad Hedes, Jennifer Laible, Greg Laible, Sandra Michalik, Sue Benczkowski, Dave Krause, Kenny Eck, Kay Barry,
Gretchen Laviolette, Aaron Sebelin, Tiffany Strausberger, Steve Ebbert, Justin Smith, Sue Howland

D. Purpose of Special Meeting
As per the advertisement in the Times News on Saturday, January 6, 2024:
"The Lehighton Area School District will be holding a Special Board Meeting for regular business items on
Monday, January 8, 2024 at 7:00 PM at the Administration Building Board Room at 1000 Union Street,
Lehighton, PA 18235...."

E. Public Comment
None at the time.

2. Action Items
A. Memorandum of Agreement with the LAEA
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by A. Walker, to accept the Memorandum of Agreement between the Lehighton
Area School District and the Lehighton Area Education Association for the BHA program in the Elementary Center.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

B. Memorandum of Agreement with the LAESPA
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by H. Neff, to accept the Memorandum of Agreement between the Lehighton
Area School District and the Lehighton Area Education Support Professional Association for the BHA program in
the Elementary Center.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   



C. Act 1 Resolution
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by J. Beers, to approve the Act 1 resolution certifying that the 2024- 2025
school year tax increase will be less than or equal to the 7.4% index calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of
Education.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

D. Navigate 360
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve the 36-month term for subscription services with
Navigate 360, beginning on March 1, 2024 until February 28, 2027, in the annual amount of $13,324.00.
An administrative and counseling tool for consistent threat assessment and suicide screening for reporting to the

state.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

E. Professional Development
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the following Professional Development opportunities:
Employee #532 to attend the PDE Annual Conference in Hershey, PA on February 28-March 1, 2024.
Registration and lodging not to exceed $700.00.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

F. Candidates for Employment
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by A. Walker, to approve the following candidates for employment in accordance
with the respective contracts:
Sandra Michalik - Director of Student Services at an annual salary of $112,500.00, prorated for the
2023-2024 School Year and an effective date of March 4, 2024, pending any necessary documentation.
Emily Slane - Long Term Substitute Elementary Center Teacher with an annual salary of $50,385.00 at a
Bachelor's Degree Step 1, prorated for the 2023-2024 school year and effective January 25, 2024, pending any
necessary documents.
Sharon Leitzel - Mentor for Christine Rosenberger at $35.00 per hour.
Janine Matika - Mentor for Emily Slane at $35.00 per hour.
Michelle Rohrbach - High School Math Department Chair at a stipend of $1,500.00, prorated for the
2023-2024 School Year.
Tim Sharrow - Middle School Spring Intramurals at a stipend of $1,700.00 for the 2023-2024 School
Year. Meghan Sander - Middle School Drama - Split - at a stipend of $1,050.00 for the 2023-2024
School Year.

Steve Ebbert
May I ask a question? I'm just wondering if the middle school intramurals was posted because the person who's
been doing that for the last several years reached out to Becky questioning if it was posted or not.

Christina Fish
I don't have an answer for that.

Steve Ebbert
Would we be able to possibly hold off on that one item? I just want to make sure that it actually was posted. And
I'm only asking that because I know the person who has done it for many years sent an email to Becky asking
when the posting was coming out. I was copied on it so when I saw that I just wanted to make sure that this
posting was properly posted.

Christina Fish
So you're asking to table Mr. Sharrow’s…

Steve Ebbert
Correct.

MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to table Tim Sharrow - Middle School Spring Intramurals at a
stipend of $1,700.00 for the 2023-2024 School Year.

Jeremy Glaush
Any questions or concerns on that?

April Walker
We're tabling it because you may have more candidates, potentially?



Jeremy Glaush
They need to check and verify that it was posted properly.

Steve Ebbert
And there were other people interested in the position.

April Walker
Thank you.

VOTE TO TABLE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

Jeremy Glaush
So let's go back to the other motion. Do I have to get another motion and a second?

Christina Fish
So what you're doing is you’re approving the following candidates less the position for the middle school spring
intramurals position.

Jeremy Glaush
Okay, so, the vote is on. We don't have to get another first and second.

Christina Fish
Correct.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

Christina Fish
So I'd like to introduce Mrs. Sandy Michalik. I would like to thank you for approving her hiring this evening. She
will be coming to us as the Director of Student Services. She comes highly recommended and we are very
thankful to have her in this position. so I would like to just say thank you for agreeing to hire her this evening.
I'm very happy with this hire and I'm very excited to see what she could do for us.

Jeremy Glaush
Thank you for joining us and if I would have known you were in the audience, I would have read off the names.
Welcome.

G. Candidates for the Substitute List
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve the following list of requested candidates for the
2023-2024 Substitute List, pending any necessary paperwork:
Siobhan Bonis - Substitute Nurse
Chelsea Eckhart - Substitute Teacher

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

3. Communications
A. Public Comment
None at the time.

B. Adjournment
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by A. Walker, to adjourn the Meeting.

VOTE: YES -   9   NO -   0    ABSENT -    0    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

The January 8, 2024 Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebecca Karpowicz, Assistant Board Secretary
By Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary


