
2023 TN Literacy Success Act and the 
TN Learning Loss Remediation and 

Student Acceleration Act 

(T.C.A §49-6-3115)



What is the TN Literacy Success Act and TN Learning 
Loss Remediation & Student Acceleration Act?



Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, based on the current 
state of the Tennessee Act, a student in the third grade shall not be 
promoted to the next grade level unless the student is determined 

to be proficient in English language arts (ELA) based on the 
student achieving a performance level rating of “met expectations” 
or “exceeded expectations” on the ELA portion of the student's most 
recent Tennessee comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) test.



What is the purpose of this Act?

The Tennessee General Assembly passed this Act to help 
ensure Tennessee students could recover from the challenges 

of the COVID-19 pandemic and close gaps in students’ 
learning.



Which students are not impacted by 3rd grade 
retention?
Students that fall into the following categories are exempt from 3rd grade retention:

● English Language Learners with 2 or less years of English Language Instruction

● Students who have been previously retained in the grades kindergarten through third grade

● Students who have a disability that impacts reading

● Students who have a suspected disability that impacts reading



What students will be impacted by 3rd grade retention?

Students that take the 3rd Grade English Language Arts TCAP test and score:

“Approaching Expectations”

Or

“Below Expectations”



What are my options as a parent or guardian of a 
student that scored “approaching expectations” or 

“below expectations” on the Grade 3 English Language 
Arts TCAP assessment?



If my student scores “approaching expectations”, what 
are my options to be sure that they are promoted to 4th 

grade?



1. Students can retake the English Language Arts 
TCAP test and score proficient on the test.

The TCAP retake assessment will be multiple choice/ multiple choice select to allow for 
immediate scoring of the assessment. It will be administered on a computer and 
pre-equated to allow for a scale score to be produced within two business days.

The retake window will take place between May 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.

 



2. Student attends Summer Camp at a 90% 
attendance rate AND must demonstrate 
improvement.

Our Summer Camp will run June 5th through June 30th.

Students will take a pre-test during the first week of camp; students will take a post-test the 
last week of camp. This will allow students to demonstrate improvement. 



3. Student receives free tutoring during their 4th 
grade year.

During the student’s 4th grade year, they will be provided with tutoring during the school 
day or after the regular school day, at no cost to the student’s family.



4. Parent/guardian appeals the retention decision 
within 14 days of the official notification from their 
student’s school, documenting student growth OR an 
event that impacts the student’s ability to perform.



Are their requirements for the appeals process?

In order for a student to qualify for the appeals process, a student:

● Scores “Approaching Expectations” on the English Language Arts TCAP 
test.

● Must score in the 40th percentile or above on the final universal screening 
test given at the end of the school year.

● Has had a catastrophic situation in days leading up to testing.



Are there requirements for the appeals process?

Appeals must be submitted by June 30th, 2022.

The State of Tennessee’s Department of Education’s Appeals Form can be found on the Tennessee 
Department of Education website.: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=c4a4a7b54d&mc_eid=e3ce7a1a1c
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=c4a4a7b54d&mc_eid=e3ce7a1a1c


If my student scores “below expectations”, what are my 
options to be sure that they are promoted to 4th grade?



1. The student retests and scores proficient, or “meets 
expectations” on English Language TCAP.

The TCAP retake assessment will be multiple choice/ multiple choice select to 
allow for immediate scoring of the assessment. It will be administered on a 

computer and pre-equated to allow for a scale score to be produced within two 
business days.

The retake window will take place between May 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.



2. Student maintains a 90% attendance at Summer 
Camp and demonstrates improvements, and student 
receives free tutoring during 4th grade.

Our Summer Camp will run June 5th through June 30th.

Students will take a pre-test during the first week of camp; students will take a post-test the 
last week of camp. This will allow students to demonstrate improvement. 

During the student’s 4th grade year, they will be provided with tutoring during the school 
day or after the regular school day, at no cost to the student’s family.



Frequently Asked Questions



If my student scores “below expectations” or “approaching expectations” 
on the English Language TCAP assessments, are there any exceptions to 

exempt them from retention requirement?



If my student attends the summer camp as a condition to being promoted 
to 4th grade and does not attend at least 90% of the days of the camp, will 

they automatically be retained?

The law requires that a student maintain 90% attendance rate at the 
camp as a condition of being promoted to the next grade. So, unless the 
student meets one of the other conditions to be promoted, the student 

would have to be retained.



If my student does not take the English Language Arts TCAP test for 
whatever reason, will they be promoted?

If a third grade student does not take the TCAP or generate a score on 
the ELA portion of the TCAP and does not qualify for an exemption, the 
student should be treated as if the student is not proficient in English 

Language Arts.

To be promoted to 4th grade, the student would have to meet one of the 
conditions outlined on slides 9 through 12.











Contact Information 

District 31 State Representative
Ron Travis

rep.ron.travis@capitol.tn.gov
(615) 741-1450

District 10 Senator
Todd Gardenhire

sen.todd.gardenhire@capitol.tn.gov

(615) 741-6682

mailto:rep.ron.travis@capitol.tn.gov
mailto:sen.todd.gardenhire@capitol.tn.gov


Resources 

You can find more information about the 2023 TN Literacy Success Act 
and the TN Learning Loss Remediation and Student Acceleration Act

at the Tennessee Department of Education website at

https://www.tn.gov/education/top-links/learning-acceleration.html

https://www.tn.gov/education/top-links/learning-acceleration.html

