Different doesn’t mean bad: we've got your
back so you don’t miss a beat.

Completing and submitting the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) just got easier, but you will

: JYon't miss out on
want to know about changes too so you're prepared! Don't m ut on

Tinancil: :;I aldl,

salliemae.com/gofafsa

What do you need?

If you're a dependent student, you’'ll need this
information for you and your parents.

You and your parents will need an FSA (Federal
Student Aid) ID to access the FAFSA® and sign the
form electronically. The FSA ID must be obtained at
studentaid.gov before you start the FAFSA®, and we
recommend applying 3-5 days before you plan on
starting the FAFSA®,

Submission time frames

Your Social Security number Academic year

Your parents’ Social Security numbers 2024 - 2025

What do you no longer need? Student and parent Submit your FAFSA® beginning
December 2023

tax documents. All of this information will be
automatically accessed from the IRS through the |
FUTURE Act Direct Data Exchange (FADDX). f

‘O‘ Keep in mind that filing the FAFSA® is ;‘3‘;&"'0 Yzegzs

= free—you should never be asked to pay to o
complete the form. Submit your FAFSA® beginning

October1, 2024

O:’ If your financial aid status has changed,

=  you must complete the FAFSA® with the
information required, and then follow up
with your school’s financial aid office for

further advice. Academic year

2026 - 2027

:O‘. To be eligible for federal financial aid, you St i i Bl
2\t : & : ubmit your eginning
=  must file the FAFSA® for each year you'll October 1, 2025

be in school.

*Source: FAFSA application submission time frames and required tax information are projected based on information provided at
https://studentaid.gov

(©32023 Sallie Mae Bank. Al rights reserved. These materials were prepared andfor provided by Sallie Mae. Sallie Mae does not
provide, and these materials are not meant to convey, financial, tax, or legal advice. Consult your own financial advisor, tax advisor,
or attorney aboul your specific circumstances.

FAFSAis a registered service mark of .S, Department of Education, Federal Student Aid, Sallie Mae, the Sallie Mae Logo and other
Sallie Mae names and logos are service marks or registered service marks of Sallie Mae Bank. All other names and logos used are
the trademarks or service marks of their respective owners. SLM Corporation and its subsidiaries, including Sallie Mae Bank, are
nat sponsored by or agencies of the United States of America. W201457 0823




2024-25 FAFSA Changes
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Everyone has to click a permission box allowing their financial information
to be transferred from the IRS, including non tax-filers
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| "“whom the student lived with more out of
I the yecar”

1

New definition of parent is ”parent who provides the greater portion of
the student's finahcial support

: Student could enter up to 10 colleges

Student will be able to add up to 20 colleges

Formula Changes
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Pre-FAFSA Information

Before you sit down to file the FAFSA, it is important that you take the time to gather alf of the information you wili need. Use this
checklist to make sure you have everything you need with you when you get ready to file the FAFSA.

Information

«Your email address (not your high school email) and celt phone number

« Parents' email address and cell phone number

- If you are a Tennessee resident, the month and year you began living in Tennessee
- If your parents are Tennessee residents, the month and year your parents began living in Tennessee
* Your Social Security number

- Your parents’ Social Security numbers

- if you are not a U.S. citizen, your permanent resident/green card

» Your parents' dates of birth

« Your driver's license or state ID, if you have one

- The month and year your parents were married, divorced or separated

+ The highest level of school your parents completed

Documents
- All federal income tax forms (including W-2s/1099s/Schedules filed) for you and your parents*

» Most current statements from all accounts {checking, savings, investments, etc.)
« Child support paid or received

«Value of investments, farms or business

» Other prior year benefits (workers comp, military, clergy, veteran amounts)

FAFSA Help Line

Email: fafsa.help@tn.gov

Call: 615-350-8668

THEC Outreach Specialist

Email:

Phone:

Page 42



FAFSA Steps

Most federal and state financial aid programs require you to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Filing the
FAFSA is free! We've made it easy for you ta gather the information you will need to complete the FAFSA, The FAFSA Is an important part
of your higher education journey and it might even mean free money to cover your college costs,

The next few pages provide helpful forms and sample documents to guide you through the three major steps to completing the FAFSA:

1. Get your FSA ID {you and your parents), see page 45.

- Creating an FSA ID takes about fifteen minutes and should be done in advance of completing the FAFSA form oniine.

. The FSA 1D will also follow you through all of your college career, so make certain that you are correctly entering the information
and using an email and phone number that will not change after you graduate high school, or move to another residence.

2. Complete the FAFSA with your parents, see page 46.

- When you and your parents are ready to complete the FAFSA, you will need your parents and yourseif to have an FSAID. Go
back to step 1 if you and your parents have not yet created an FSA ID.

+ The FAFSA requires financial information from you and your parents so that the Federal Government knows whether or not you
are eligible for financial aid. Colleges and Universities also look at these numbers to offer you additional financial support and
resources to help you succeed after you have been admitted.

+ Your school counselor and college advisor wilt be an incredible support to you as you go through the process.

- You will have to complete the FAFSA each academic year to receive financial aid from TN Promise, HOPE, the Federat
Government, and your university so make sure that you know how to complete the form, Next year, you won't have your helpful
school counselor, so be sure to ask ali of your questions this year.

3. Review your FAFSA Submission Summary, see page 49.

- After your FAFSA has been processed by the Federal Government and your future college, it is important to review all
components of the FAFSA Submission Sumimary.

- Beginning with the 2024-25 FAFSA, the Student Aid Index (SAl) will be used by colleges to determine Pell Grant and other
financial aid eligibility.

We've also included information to help you understand the financial aid award offers you will receive from your desired
coliegel(s).

Remember - Filing the FAFSA is a requirement
. for all state scholarships, including the Tennessee
. Promise. Make sure you complete the FAFSA
" by the published deadline to remain eligible to
- receive the Tennessee Promise Scholarship!
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Your FSA ID gives you access to Federal Student Aid's online
systern and serves as your legal signature. Both the student
& parent(s} should each create an FSA ID username ahd
password to electronically sign the FAFSA, Only create an
FSA ID using your own personal information and for your
own exclusive use. You'll use your FSA ID every year you are
in college to complete the FAFSA and review your federal
student aict. The 2024-2025 FAFSA is scheduled to open in
December.

To create an *FSA ID, go to
studlentaid.gov
then follow the steps below.

&TEP 9 First Name, Last Name, Date of
Birth, Social Security Number
EYEP 9: Create Username and Enter

Email & Password

Tip: use first initial, last name, and at least four digits of
birthdate. We also suggest using a non-school related
email address thot students will have access to after
graduation.

ETEP 3: Mailing Address & Mobile
Phone Number

ETEP 42 Choose Communication &
Language Preference

STEP B: Select & Answer Four
Challenge Questions

LTEP &: Review Information

STEP 7: Verify Email & Mobile Number

STUDENT FSAID

Username:

Password:

Email:

Backup Code:

Challenge Answer 1:

Challenge Answer 2:

Challenge Answer 3:

Challenge Answer 4:
Save Key:

PARENT FSA ID

Username:

Password:

Email:
Backup Code:
Challenge Answer 1:

Challenge Answer 2:

Challenge Answer 3:

Challenge Answer 4:

Save Key:

PARENT EFSA ID

Username:

Password:

Email:
Backup Code:
Challenge Answer T:

Challenge Answer 2:

Challenge Answer 3:

Chalienge Answer 4:
Save Key:

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR FSA ID, PLEASE CALL 1.800.4FEDAID




Step 1: The FSAID

The first step to compieting your FAFSA is to create an FSA 1D {a username and password). Your FSA 1D gives you access
to Federal Student Aid’s online system and serves as your legal signature. Only create an FSA |D using your own personal

information and for your own exclusive use,

You'll use your FSA |D every year you are in college to complete the FAFSA and review your federal student aid. Fill in this
form as you create your ESA 1D so you have the information when you need it to log in later. The student's email address and

password should be used for the student's FSA |D.

To create an FSA ID, go to: fsaid.ed.gov

Student Information

Email Address:

Username:

Passwaord:

Date of Birth:

Parent Information (If Applicable)*

*NOTE~ If your parents have created an FSA 1D for themselves when applying for aid for an alder sibling, they will use the same
FSA ID to help file your FAFSA and for all FAFSAs. The parent's email address and password should be used for the parent's FSAID.

Parent 1 Parent 2
Email Address: Email Address:
Username: Username:
Password: Password:
Date of Birth: Date of Birth:

THIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND STORED IN A SECURE LOCATION!
Page 44 ;



Step 2: Filing the FAFSA

After creating your ESA |D, the next step is to complete the 2024-25 FAFSA at studentaid.gov.

If you need help filing the FAFSA, contact your college/career counselor to find out when you and your family can get

assistance completing the form.

When filing the FAFSA, questions often arise about dependency status, parental information, and citizenship status. Below, you will
find some charts to help you answer those questions.

What is my dependency status?

The following statements will determine your dependency status for the FAFSA. Mark any that are true.

[ 1 will be 24 or older by Dec. 31 of the school year "] 1am homeless or at risk of being homeless
for which | am applying for aid
"1 Inthe upcoming school year, | will be working on a

] 1am serving on active duty in the U.5. Armed master's or doctoral program (e.g., MA, MBA, MD,
Forces JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate)
[T1 since | turned age 13, both of my parents were [ 1now have or will have children for whom | pro-
deceased vide more than half of their support
[} | was a dependent or ward of the court since (] 1have dependents (other than children or my
turning age 13 spouse) who live with me and 1 provide more than
half of their support

[] tam married

[ ] lam currently or | was in legal guardianship
[ Fam aveteran of the U.5. Armed Forces

[T 1am currently or | was an emancipated minor

[T} !was in foster care since turning age 13

Adapted from Federal Student Aid “Do | have to provide my parents information on the FAFSA” infographic. studer_wtaid.gov i

If you marked any of the statements, you are independent and will not provide paré_ﬁtai 'iri'fo_i;'rhéﬁ_o:h_ on the FAFSA

if none of the statements are true, you are a dependent student and must provide ﬁar@htél_i_ﬁfdrfﬁéﬁdh on __the“ FAFSA
Dependent students are required to include parent information on the FAFSA. i : L
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After the FAFSA

1. Review Your FAFSA Confirmation Page
After you complete the FAFSA form online and select “SUBMIT," you'll see a confirmation page like the one below. This is not your
financial aid offer. You'll get that separately from the school(s) you apply to and get into. Your school(s) calculate your aid.

Conpratulations, |Your Name]
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The canfirmation page provides federal aid estimates based on the information you provided on your FAFSA form. It's important
to know that these figures are truly estimates and assume the information you provided on the FAFSA form is correct. To calculate
the actual amount of aid you're eligible for, your school will take into account other factors, such as the cost to attend the school.
Additicnally, these estimates only take into account federal aid and not outside scholarships or state and institutional financial

assistance you may also be eligible for.

2. Review Your Student Aid Index (SAIl)
Beginning with the 2024-25 FAFSA, the Student Aid Index (SAl) will be used by colleges to determine Pell Grant eligibility and your
financial need. The formula they use is:

Need:= Cost of Attenidance (COA) -Student Aid Index {SAl} -Other Financial Assistance {OFA)}

Each school will do its best ta meet your financial need. Some schools may meet 100 percent of your financial need, and other
schoaols may only meet 10 percent—it just depends on the school and the financial aid they have available that year. You should
complete the FAFSA form annually because there are many factors that can change from year to year.

3. Be on the Lookout for Your Aid Offer|s)
The FAFSA form typically opens October 1, but the 2024-25 FAFSA will be available at some point in December 2023. Even if you
submit it early, that doesn’'t mean you'll get an aid offer right away, Each school has a different schedule for awarding and paying out

financial aid.

Remember that your school disburses your aid, not the "FAFSA people” (Federal Student Aid). Contact your school's financial aid
office for details about when they send out aid offers. If you want to see an estimate of your school's average annual cost, visit
CollegeScorecard.ed.gov. If you want to report significant changes in your family or financial situation, contact your school's financiai
aid office,

Source; blog.ed.gov
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Step 3: Review my FAFSA Submission Summary

What is it, how do | get one, and why is it important?

What is the FAFSA Submission
Summary?

The FAFSA Summary Summary summarizes the information
vou submitted on your FAFSA and provides information about
financial aid eligihbility based on that information.

How and when will | get my FAFSA
Submission Summary?

After you submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid
{FAFSA), your FAFSA Submission Summary should be available
within three days, Use your FSA ID {username and password)
to log in at www.fafsa.gov to view your FAFSA Submission
Summary infarmation. The school(s) you list on your FAFSA
will have access to your FAFSA Submission Summary data
electronically within a day after it is processed.

What information does a FAFSA
Submission Summary contain (and
not contain)?

The FAFSA Submission Summary worn't tell you how much
financial aid you'll get, but if your application is complete, a
Student Aid Index (SAI) will display in the upper right hand
corner of your FAFSA Submission Summary and your estimated
Pell Grant amount will be provided. If your application is
incomplete, your FAFSA Submission Summary will tell you

what you need to do to resolve any issues.

The FAFSA Submission Summary also contains a four-digit
Data Release Number {DRN), which can typically be found on
the first page in the upper right corner of the paper FAFSA
Submission Summary. On the electronic FAFSA Submission
Summary, the DRN is located in the box that contains the
Application Receipt Date. You wifl need the DRN if you choose
to allow your college or technical school to change certain

information on your FAFSA.

What am | supposed to do with my
FAFSA Submission Summary?

When you get your FAFSA Submission Summary, review it
carefully to make sure it's correct and complete. Take a copy of
it to your college/career counselor to get help reviewing it. The
schaool{s) you listed on your FAFSA will use FAFSA Submission
Summary information to determine your eligibility for federal
and state financial aid. A school may ask you to verify the
accuracy of the data you provide on the FAFSA, so you need to
be sure the information is correct.

I you don't have any changes to make to the information listed
on your FAFSA Submission Summary, just keep it for your

records.

What is FAFSA Verification?

Being selected for verification is guite common. This just
means that yvou will need to work with your college to
complete a few extra steps to verify the information you
provided on your FAFSA.
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Making Corrections on your FAFSA

After filing the FAFSA, use the following checklist and flow chart on the next page to make sure that your FAFSA is complete, does not

reguire corrections, and that your financial information has been sent to the correct college.

Log in to the FAFSA with your FSA ID: 1s your chosen college listed on your FAFSA? If not, male changes to your FAFSA to ensure that
school is on your list so that your college gets your financial aid information.

Click “View or Print Your FAFSA Student Summary and review the information.”

Checlc Student's legal state of residence. Make sure that you filled out that you're a resident of Tennessee (TN) to receive state

financial aid.

Check: Student's grade level in 2023 - 2024. You should answer “Never attended college/1st year.” Other answers might make the
system think you are a student wha is working on an advanced degree and may disgqualify you from financial aid that is meant for

students working on a certificate, diploma, associate or bachelor's degree.

Check: Type of degree or certificate. Depending on the college you've chosen, you'll want to select one of the following options:

. 1st bachelor's degree (if you plan on attending a four-year university for a bachelor's degree)

. Associate degree, general education/transfer program {if you pfan on attending a community college and later transferring or if
you are using Tennessee Promise towards an associate degree at a four-year university)

. Certificate/diploma, occupational /technical education program of less than two years {if you are enrolling in a TCAT, a

technical schoot or a trade school }

Checle Parent’s legal state of residence, Make sure that you've filled out that your parents live In Tennessee, as this is important for
establishing that you are a Tennessee resident for state aid and in-state tuition.

Log in to your TSAC student portal: Which college did you list on your account? If that college does not match the college you plan
to attend, change it. The college listed on your TSAC student portal is the college that will receive your scholarship money for state
financial aid like Tennessee Promise and the HOPE Scholarship.

Attending a community college or four-year university? Log in to your college's student portal. This student portal is often mentioned
in your acceptance letter or an emall from the college. Check your portal to make sure you don't need to submit any additional forms
for your college’s financial aid office. The portal wilk also be where you receive information about registering for classes and orientation,

so plan to check it often this summer!

Attending a TCAT or Technical School? Log in to your myTCAT account. or call your campus to speak to financial aid. Ask them to
confirm that your financial aid decuments are complete for the 2024 - 2025 school year. They may be sending your information in the
mail during the summer, so be sure to open any mail from them and complete action items before the deadlines.



