










ROCHESTER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Monday, February 20, 2023

ATTENDANCE

SCHOOL BOARD

P Mrs. Marian Acon

AB Mr. Randall Bacon

P Mr. Lawrence Blackwell

AB Mr. Dale Daman

P Mrs. Jocelyn Haskins

AB Miss Michelle Hubbard

P Mrs. Christine Kronk

P Mr. Tom Majors

P Mr. Floyd Tame

ADMINISTRATION AND PRESENTERS

P Dr. Jane Bovalino

P Dr. Amanda Cwynar

P Mr. Michael Damon

P Ms. Rachael Cipolla

P Mrs. Kathleen Onuska

P Mr. Lou Campisi

COMMITTEE MEETINGS, 6:00 p.m.

The committee meeting began at 6:00 p.m. with a presentation by Mrs. Rose Majors, Curriculum
Coordinator, and varios teachers. Mrs. Majors and her colleagues presented the proposed ELA
and science textbook adoptions for the 23-24 school year and rationales for the textbooks
selected.

Mrs. Majors stated that the ELA adoption is a five-year adoption and the science is a four-year
adoption. Professional development is included for all core programs.

Mrs. Lori Anthony, Kindergarten teacher, and Mrs. Nicole Tomasko, fifth grade ELA teacher,
spoke on behalf of their colleagues and proposed McGraw-Hill Wonders, an evidenced-based
K-5 program. English Department Chairperson and High School English teacher, Mrs. Diane
Haffey spoke on behalf of the secondary teachers. Mrs. Haffey recommended Carnegie Learning
Mirrors and Windows for grades six through twelve, along with the purchase of  three additional
novels to be purchased as classroom sets. These include Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy
Ribay (th grade), Between the Lines by Nikki Grimes (9th grade) and The Secret Life of Bees by
Sue Monk Kid (9th - 12th grades). These novels will be added to the approved novel list. As
supplemental resources, Mrs. Haffey also recommended Perfection Learning, a comprehensive
vocabulary development resource, and Scholastic Magazine Choices. For our College in High
School course Public Speaking, which is offered in collaboration with the Community College of
Beaver County for college credits, Mrs. Haffey recommended the updated edition of A Speaker’s
Guidebook.

Mrs. Anthony and second grade teacher, Mrs. Donna Keith, presented Discovery Education’s



Mystery Science, with Mystery Packs for grades K-1. Mrs. Keith noted that Mystery Science will
be available for grades 2 - 5 as a supplemental resource. Mr. Dan O’Brien, fourth grade Science
teacher, recommended McGraw Hill Inspire Science for grades 2 - 5.

Ms. Brandy Rossi, Science Department Chairperson and High School Biology teacher, spoke on
behalf of the secondary staff. Like Mr. O’Brien and the 2-5 elementary recommendation,
McGraw-Hill Inspire was selected for grades six through eight. Ms. Rossi presented the
following textbooks for the high school science department:

COURSE GRADE(S) PUBLISHER TITLE
Earth Science Grade 9 McGraw-Hill Inspire Science High School

Series: A High School
Science Curriculum

Biology Grades 9-10 Lab-Aids Science & Global Issues:
Biology

Chemistry Grades 10-12 Lab-Aids A Natural Approach to
Chemistry

Anatomy & Grades 11-12 Biozone Anatomy & Physiology
Physiology Student Workbook

Forensic Grades 11-12 Cengage Forensic Science
Science

Estimated costs of the K-12 science textbooks $140,000 and $200,000 for the K-12 ELA
textbooks.

Ms. Cipolla presented the proposed STEAM program, which will expand the current K-6
computer related arts rotation. Upon approval by the Board at next week’s voting meeting, the
STEAM position will be posted internally. As per the Pennsylvania Department of Education,
qualified persons include those with any of the following certifications:

● Computer Science 7-12
● Technology Education PK-12
● Mathematics 7-12
● Mid-level Math 6-9 and 4-8
● Grades PK-4

● Elementary K-6
● Art (STEAM)
● Music (STEAM)
● Team teaching and/or collaborative

planning/design

Dr. Bovalino presented the proposed 2023-2024 school calendar for review and approval.
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