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Different types of 
assessments in the 
classroom:

Formative:
Quizzes
Checklists
Observations
Homework
Activities
Projects
Rubrics
Teacher and Student generated questionsFormative &

Summative Summative:
Tests
Chapter Exams
State tests
End-of-year assessments
Rubrics
Performance based assessments
Teacher and Student generated questions

How do we know 
what students know?

These are just a few of the many ways teachers assess students.
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Data Triangulation

What we 
know about 
a student...
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1
The process of 
using at least 
three data points 
to inform 
educational 
decision making.
http://assessmentliteracy.org/interpret/data-triangulation/

Multiple data points should always be utilized to help make an informed decision.



● Computerized assessment
● Test will adjust based on how 

students answer
● It will build a test just for each 

individual student
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What is the 
NWEA?

(North-West 
Evaluation 

Association)

Features an 
assessment called 
MAP Growth

Measures of 
Academic 
Progress

For more information visit www.nwea.org



▪ Typically, tests are given in the Fall, 
Winter, and Spring
▪ K-2 Math & Map Reading Fluency
▪ 3-8 Math & Reading
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What is the 
NWEA?

The NWEA assessment 
generates a RIT Score and 
Percentile which helps us 
measure growth over time.  



NWEA: National Covid Impact Analysis
Research from 4.4 million students in grades 3-8 who took assessments in Fall 2020. 

NWEA research data regarding the impact of covid and remote instruction.



Herricks NWEA Reading Fall 2020 Scores Grades 3-5

National 
Average

Herricks NWEA Reading Fall 2020, Grades 3-5



Herricks NWEA Reading Winter 2021 Scores Grades 6-8

National 
Average

Herricks NWEA Reading Winter 2021, Grades 6-8.



NWEA: National Covid Impact Analysis
Research from 4.4 million students in grades 3-8 who took assessments in Fall 2020. 

NWEA research data



Herricks NWEA Math Fall 2020 Scores Grades K-5 

National 
Average

Herricks NWEA Math Fall 2020, Grades K-5.



National 
Average

Herricks NWEA Math Winter 2021 Scores Grades 6-8

Herricks NWEA Math Winter 2021, Grades 6-8.



Narrowing Down
● The previous slides gave us a broad view of Herricks 

performance on the NWEA
● Each NWEA score is comprised of sub goals that make up that 

subject. Hence, we are able to look at more detail regarding 
performance.

● On the next slides, you will see an example of how the sub 
goals data help lead us to connections with curriculum

Celebrate success, and then dig deeper into the data and narrow the lens.



Herricks NWEA Math Fall 2020
Math Percent Levels - By Goal

Geometry
NWEA Math 
Subgoals:
-Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking
-Numbers and 
Operations
-Measurement and Data
-Geometry

● Relative to other subgoals, Geometry has lowest percentiles among 
2nd, 4th, and 5th graders

● We can look at instructional data and where it lies in the curriculum. In 
the subsequent slides, Geometry will be used as an example.



NWEA: “Initial analysis of fall 
performance for grades 3–8 suggests 
that the effort is paying off, though there 
is unfinished learning in math…”

-learned math is sequential
-the abstract nature of math
-math anxiety

NWEA: Reasons for lower math 
percentiles

These were the days of remote instruction

Slides 16-18 highlight the intersection of when a topic is taught and to what depth it is 
required by the state (the scope and sequence).



Curriculum Map

🧐

Grade 
levels

Days in 
a school 

year

Days of 
remote 

instruction

K 1 2 3 4 5

A look into 
the 

curriculum 
map during 
the days of 

remote 
instruction



Sample: Gr 4 Next Generation Standards
While Geometry is an area of focus, it is typically later in the curriculum sequence



Herricks NWEA Math Fall 2020
Math Percent Levels - By Goal

Geometry
It is important to note 
the intersection of 
where a certain 
concept lies in the 
curriculum and when 
our students are 
tested. 



Takeaways 
for Herricks 

Teachers

NWEA: RIT 
to Concepts 

NYS: Glossary of 
Math Verbs

Khan Academy 
Math Practice

EngageNY 
Resources

...in addition to all 
other curriculum 

resources

NWEA Resources



20

Action
Data should be used to 
improve inform instruction.

*resources
*teaching

*goals
*curriculum

*shifts



The key is to provide instruction 
sufficiently above the current 

student level and aiming to move 
the student... in their learning 

progression.

-John Hattie; 
Visible Learning for Teachers: Maximizing Impact on Learning
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Thank you!


