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Corrections:
The enrollment numbers for MLK Jr and Walker Elementary School were switched. Below is a list of the
corrections made to this report.

● Walker and MLK Jr Enrollment table A
● Table of Contents

○ PreK-8 count
○ Total served count
○ Elementary count
○ Middle school count
○ Kindergarten count

● Appendix tables
○ Enrollment by grade & demographics: Walker and MLK Jr
○ Table 2
○ Table 3a: Walker and MLK Jr

2



Executive Summary

Each year District 65 administration provides an Opening of Schools Report to the School Board and
community that reflects the enrollment data provided to the state in the Fall Enrollment Counts as well as
related program participation and demographic information. The information presented within this report
provides a basis for planning during the current year and for developing projections for future years.

The official 2023-24 number of students served is 6,408 students;
● 3979 students are served in the elementary schools,
● 2072 students in the middle schools,
● 53 students at Park School,
● 18 students at the Rice Education Center,
● 223 students in the JEH Education Center programs for children ages three to five,
● 46 children are served in the JEH Education Center programs for children birth to three years old.

The overall ethnic distribution of students served for 2023-24 is 41% White, 23% Black, 22% Hispanic, 10%
Multi-Racial, 4% Asian, and the balance designated as American Indian or Pacific Islander.

39% percent of the district’s children are designated as low income. This designation includes any student
from a family receiving public aid, living in an institution for neglected or delinquent children, supported in a foster home with public
funds, or eligible to receive free or reduced lunches. Nutrition Services reports the number of students receiving free or reduced
lunches in the National School Lunch Application October ISBE Report. As of October 01, there were 2155 students eligible for free
lunch and 342 students eligible for reduced lunch; a total of 2,497 students (39%).

The average class sizes for K-5 general education classrooms range from 16 to 19 students. The school’s K-5 class size averages
are all within the district’s target class size guidelines. All schools have kindergarten class size averages in the range of 12 to 22
students. It is important to note that some of the data reported here will be influenced by disruptions and effects from COVID-19.

A special thank you is in order for the assistance of Bilingual Services, Health Services, Nutrition Services, Special Services,
Transportation, the School-Aged Child Care program, and Family Center in providing data required for the preparation of this report.
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Student Counts

Each year, District 65 submits Fall Enrollment Counts for each school. The State’s Fall Enrollment report focuses on the number of
students served (physically attending), but also includes the total number of students for which District 65 is the home district
(students served that are not from other districts, plus those placed outside of District 65 schools). For this report, students who are
dually enrolled in more than one school within District 65 are counted only at their primary enrollment site (e.g., elementary students
taking middle school mathematics are in the elementary school numbers).

The official 2023-24 number of students served is 6,346 students; 3,979 students are served in the elementary schools, 2,072
students in the middle schools, 53 students at Park School, 18 students at the Rice Education Center, 223 students in the JEH
Education Center programs for children ages 3 to five, and 46 students are served in the JEH Education Center programs for
children birth to three years old.

Table A shows the number of students served by location. There are 62 District 65 students placed in private or public schools
outside District 65 who are not included in these counts. The total number of students enrolled (served, plus placed) in Districts 65
and 65/202 (Park) is 6,408 students, a decrease of 114 students from 2022-23 (6522).

Table 1, Appendix A shows the number of students served by demographic group (i.e., race/ethnicity and gender), school, and
grade. The overall ethnic distribution of students
served for 2023-24 is 41% White, 23% Black,
22% Hispanic, 10% Multi-Racial, 4% Asian, and
the balance designated as American Indian or
Pacific Islander. In accordance with updates in
state laws the district has included an additional
gender category (Non-Binary). Students who have officially requested the district to change their gender marker within District 65’s
and the state’s database are represented in this category. Due to low n-sizes and to protect student personal information according to
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), gender data is only displayed when multiple schools are grouped together.

Table B shows the changes in numbers and percent by ethnicity from 2022-22 to 2023-24 for elementary and middle grades.

Table 2, Appendix A shows served student counts by school and grade, as well as change in counts from the previous year.
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Table 3a, Appendix A shows the kindergarten counts by school and race/ethnicity. The kindergarten enrollment increased from 599
students in 2022‐23 to 608 in 2023‐24. Tables 3b and 3c, Appendix A show the kindergarten students by Pre‐K experience,
ethnicity, and school. This information was self‐ reported by parents on the registration form. The questions on the registration form
were changed in SY 2016‐17, with input from our Evanston Cradle to Career partners, in order to collect more accurate and useful
information. Of the 622 kindergarteners included, 554 (89%) had previous pre‐kindergarten experience. The kindergarteners’ prior
experience varied as follows: preschool or daycare center (79%), more than one pre‐k experience (10%), home day care (1%), and
no preschool experience (9%).

Low Income Students

Table 4, Appendix A shows the number of students classified as low income as well as the number of students eligible for free or
reduced lunch. As of October 01, there were 2,497 students identified as low income. The low income classification includes families
receiving public aid, students living in institutions for neglected or delinquent children, students supported in foster homes with public
funds, or students who are eligible to receive free or reduced lunch. 40% percent of the served students are designated as low
income, an increase in 2 percentage points from 2022-23. As of October 01, there were 2155 students eligible for free lunch and 342
students eligible for reduced lunch, a total of 2,497 students (40%).

Students Eligible Under the McKinney-Vento Act

Students who do not have a fixed, adequate, or regular nighttime residence are eligible for services under the federal
McKinney-Vento Act. Of the served students included in the Fall Enrollment Counts, 324 students are considered homeless. There
was a 10% percent increase (+32 students) in the number of students identified as homeless when compared to the 2022-23 Fall
Enrollment Counts (292).
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Special Services and Bilingual Education

Table 5, Appendix A shows the special education enrollment information by school and
demographics. The special education student enrollment (grades PK-8) for 2023-24 is 15%
(959 students) of the total enrollments. This number of students is less than last year by a
percent decrease of 16% (1136 students).

Table 6a, Appendix A shows the enrollments of English learners (ELs), TWI English dominant
(TWI-E), and reclassified EL who tested as English proficient and remain in the TWI program
(TWI-X). Also included are the enrollments of ELs in the Transitional Bilingual Education and
the Transitional Program of Instruction.

Table D shows the most frequently spoken student native languages. Native language is
reported by parents on the state mandated Home Language Survey that is contained within the
registration form. There are 80 native languages spoken among all students served.

Limited School Choice

Permissive transfers, magnet schools, and magnet programs offer families and students a choice and the opportunity to attend a
school outside their attendance area. There are two magnet schools (Bessie Rhodes and MLK Jr.) and two magnet programs
(AfricanCentered Curriculum [ACC] and Two-Way Immersion [TWI]). Families may apply for their child to attend another school or
program by completing an application. The application is made available to families via the district website beginning in January.
Information is distributed during kindergarten information nights and kindergarten registration. Applications are accepted from all
District 65 schools and each student is assigned a random number that is used in the selection process

Permissive Transfers

Permissive transfers are used to manage school enrollments across the district in order to minimize overcrowding. Selections are
based on space availability and gender balance for the given school and grade. Table 7, Appendix A shows the breakdown of the
students currently on permissive transfers by attendance area school. For 2023-24, a total of 144 students attend schools out of their
attendance area on existing or newly approved permissive transfers.
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Magnet School Selections

Magnet school selections are based on the criteria outlined in board policy, giving preference in
the following order:
1. Students who live in the neighborhood (20% of new admissions).
2. Overcrowding and staffing at the sending and magnet schools.
3. Gender balance at the sending and magnet schools.
4. Siblings of special education students placed at MLK Jr.
5. Younger siblings of students currently attending a magnet school.

Tables 8a and 8b, Appendix A show enrollment figures for Bessie Rhodes and Martin Luther
King Jr. by attendance area school. For the 2023-24 school year, a total of 144 magnet school
applications of 221 were accepted.

Table E shows the number of applications, selections, and acceptances by attendance area
school.

Magnet Program Selections

Applications for the African-Centered Curriculum (ACC) program at Oakton were accepted for kindergarten through fifth grade.
Although applications are accepted from all District 65 schools, priority is given to Oakton students in the selection process. Students
are selected in the order of the applicant’s assigned random number. Overcrowding, staffing, and gender balance at the sending
school and Oakton are considered in the selection process. There are 46 students at Oakton within the ACC program, making up
54% of the total number of students within ACC (85).

Table 9, Appendix A shows enrollment figures by attendance area school.

Tables 10a (TWI-Spanish EL and TWI- Reclassified formerly EL), and 10b (TWIEnglish), Appendix A show enrollment figures for
each program by attendance area school.
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Retentions
For the 2023-24 school year, there were 5 retentions in grades K-8.

School-age Child Care Enrollment

Table 11, Appendix A shows the school-age childcare enrollment as of October 06, 2023. A total of 442 students are served in the
district’s School-Age Childcare program.

Transportation

As of October 01, 2023 there are 1674 students receiving bus services.

Health Services

Illinois School Code mandates 90% compliance with health exam and immunization requirements for students. As of October 30,
2023 99.6% of District 65 students were in full compliance with the state immunization and exam requirements.
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Appendix A
Supporting Tables
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