


Welcome to the 27th annual Wall of Fame 
Honorees of Distinction awards ceremony. 

Tonight, 14 recipients will be recognized for their 
commitment and contributions to providing 
a quality education to district students. These 
recipients will be commended for earning 
professional recognition at the state or national 
levels during the 2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school 
years.

Additionally, the district will present the 2020 and 
2021 “Friend of Education” award to community 
members who have gone above and beyond to 
help enhance the educational experiences of 
students in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD.

In recognition of their efforts, portraits of the 
honorees will be displayed in the foyer of the 
Instructional Support Center for one year.

Congratulations to the “Wall of Fame” and “Friend 
of Education” award winners, who will join an elite 
group of leaders in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD.



Sabrina Dotson is a dispatcher at the Falcon 
Transportation Center. She is being honored for 
being named Operations Specialist of the Year 
by the Texas Association for Pupil Transportation. 
Sabrina has a total of 17 years in education, all of 
which have been in CFISD.

Lauren Hornbeak is a biology teacher at Cypress 
Creek HS. She is being honored for being named 
2019 National Student Teacher of the Year by Kappa 
Delta Phi and the Association of Teacher Educators. 
Lauren has a total of two years in education, both 
of which have been in CFISD.

Kathryn Haynes is an engineering teacher at 
Cypress Park HS. She is being honored for being 
named 2020 Teacher of the Year by Texas Teachers 
of Tomorrow. Kathryn has a total of two years in 
education, both of which have been in CFISD.



Karen Smith is the district’s chief financial 
officer. She is being honored for receiving the 
Texas Association of School Business Officials 
Commitment to Excellence Award. Karen has a 
total of 29 years in education, 13 of which have 
been in CFISD.

Dr. Kayne Smith is director of transportation for 
CFISD. He is being honored for being named 
President of the Texas Association for Pupil 
Transportation. Kayne has a total of 16 years in 
education, six of which have been in CFISD.

Joseph Thoede is the lead parts technician at the 
Westgreen Transportation Center. He is being 
honored for being named Shop Supervisor of 
the Year by the Texas Association for School Bus 
Technicians. Joseph has served a total of 25 years 
in education, all of which were in CFISD.



Lynda Zelenka has faithfully served the 
CFISD community for more than 20 years 
in pastoral roles with Foundry United 
Methodist Church. Lynda was named 
executive director of Cy-Hope during its 
formation in 2011. The vision of Cy-Hope is 
to rally the entire community—businesses, 
education, churches, civic organizations, 
hospitals and individual volunteers—to 
advance the goal of “Making Life Better for 
Kids in Cy-Fair.”

The non-profit has grown over the past  
10 years from a $100,000 budget with two 
programs to an expected 2021 budget of 
$3.8 million, offering nine programs serving 
the underserved in the CFISD community.  

Among Cy-Hope’s numerous outreaches to the 50% of CFISD students 
designated as economically disadvantaged include: 

•	 the Backpack Feeding Program, which provided 20,146 bags of food for  
children at 56 schools to take home each weekend in 2019;

•	 five Hope Centers and a mobile STEM bus, which assists 125 students 
each week with homework, reading, life skills, social and spiritual 
development;

•	 Dierker’s Champs Baseball League, providing a free youth baseball  
experience to more than 1,200 students since its inception;

•	 Devine Virtuosos, providing an annual band camp and private music 
instruction for seventh and eighth grade band students;

•	 Ambassadors of Compassion, assigning coaches to youth in order to  
inspire, motivate and equip them for a hope-filled future. More 
than 1,200 students have participated in the program since its 2014 
inception; 

•	 The Providing Opportunities Program, helping more than 10,000  
college- and career-bound economically; and

•	 disadvantaged students receive more than $500,000 in  
financial assistance.

Amid the COVID-19 panic in 2020, Cy-Hope partnered with the Houston 
Food Bank to serve 105,000 families during drive-through mega food 
distributions, providing 5.25 million pounds of food and more than 1.5 
million meals. 

Lynda served as vice president of special events on the Celebration 
Women’s Ministries board, and took on various leadership roles within 
the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. Lynda 
volunteered in various capacities with Living Proof Ministries for the past 
20 years. She is an active member of the Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of 
Commerce. Most recently, Lynda was named a 2021 Most Admired CEO for 
Non-Profit Businesses by the Houston Business Journal.



Joyce Simpson is a school bus driver for the 
Falcon Transportation Center. She is being 
honored for receiving the “Above and Beyond” 
Award from the Texas Association for Pupil 
Transportation. Joyce has a total of 13 years in 
education, five of which have been in CFISD.






