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According to the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act (TVPA), human trafficking is "the 

recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, 
obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a person 

for sex, labor or services, through the use of 
force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of 

involuntary servitude or commercial sex, or in 
which the person induced to perform such act is 

under the age of 18." 



Exploitation ɀFraud, Force, or Coercion of another  
person

Ɇ 7ÏÒËÓ ÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÌÏÎÇ ÏÒ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÈÏÕÒÓ 
Ɇ .ÏÔ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÒÅÁËÓ Ⱦ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
Ɇ ,ÁÒÇÅ ÄÅÂÔ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÏÆÆ 
Ɇ 2ÅÃÒÕÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒË 
Ɇ (ÉÇÈ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ×ÏÒË ÐÌÁÃÅ 
Ɇ (ÁÓ ÆÅ× ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ 
Ɇ .Ï ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÖÅÒ )$ȟ ÍÏÎÅÙȟ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÏÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ 
Ɇ .ÏÔ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ 







Texasranks1st in the

United Statesin 2018 for the
number of active criminal
human trafficking cases
making their way through
federalcourts.







È Department of Justice declared Houston one of 
the most intense trafficking jurisdictions in the 
country

ÁProximity to the U.S.-Mexico border

ÁMajor international airport, seaport, and 
interstate roadways

ÁDiverse labor sector

ÁDiverse and sprawling community

ÁLarge immigrant population



Crime Against a Person Crime Against a Border

Contains an element
of coercion

No coercion, contact ends

Can occur domestically
Requires a border 

crossing

Trafficked individuals 
should be seen as victims

Those entering illegally are 
usually treated as violators

SMUGGLINGTRAFFICKING







Trafficking Assessment: 
A-M-P Model

Action*

ωRecruits

ωHarbors

ωTransports

ωProvides

ÅObtains      (or 

so attempts)

Means**

ÅForce(Physical assault, sexual 

assault, confinement)

ÅFraud(False promises about 

work/living conditions, withholding 
wages)

ÅCoercion(Threats of harm or 

deportation, debt bondage, 
psychological manipulation, 
confiscation of documents)

Purpose

ωCommercial 
sex act(s)

ωForced labor 
or services

*Additional actions that constitute sex trafficking, but not labor trafficking, include patronizes, solicits, 
and knowingly advertises.
**Neither force, nor fraud, nor coercion are required to be shown for minors under the age of 18 
induced into commercial sex acts.



È Changes in school attendance, 
habits, friend groups, vocabulary, 
demeanor, and attitude

È Sudden appearance of expensive 
items (e.g.manicures, designer 
clothes, purses, technology)

È Tattoos or branding

È Refillable gift cards



ÈFrequent runaway episodes

ÈMultiple phones or social media 
accounts

ÈProvocative pictures posted 
online or stored on the phone



ÈUnexplained injuries

È Isolation from family, friends, 
and community

ÈOlder boyfriends, girlfriends



All of them!!!!

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6
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Channel 2 News Story

https://www.click2houston.com/news/2018/11/15/accused-pimp-used-social-media-to-lure-young-girls-police-say/


Bisso Fishingnet 071018.mp4












The vast majority of domestic victims of Human Trafficking are 

minors ; approximately 70% fall into the Sex Trade

Texas Legislature, House Comm. On Human Services,
Bill Analysis, Tex. C.S.H.B. 4009, 81st Leg (2009)



Labor Trafficking ɀJust about anywhere
Restaurants, Hotels, Construction, Door to Door magazine sales,

Day Laborers, Nannies, etc. 

Sex Trafficking ð
ĞInternet 

ĞHotels

ĞMassage Parlors 

ĞCantinas

ĞTopless bars

ĞBikini bars

ĞStreets

ĞApartments

ĞResidences



È Promises of a place to live, clothing, etc.

È /ÆÆÅÒ ÏÆ Á ȰÆÁÍÉÌÙȱ ÌÉÆÅ 

È Promises of travel

È Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍȱ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ

È Promises of wealth

È Promises of love, attention, affection 

È Able to identify the vulnerabilities of a specific victim and exploit 
them

È Uses physical abuse to control their victims after seduction ɀleads to 
complete obedience and a breakdown of personal autonomy ɀ
includes both physical and psychological abuse

È Maintains control of the victim using the increased glamorization of 
pimp/ho culture ɀcultural acceptance of demand for victim



È Through social media, schools, ads, hotels, 
malls, clubs, events

È Local recruiters understand victims' culture 
and vulnerability 

È Violence, threats, fraud, blackmail and false 
promises are a few methods that keep victims 
from leaving

È Victims do not choose to stay but are under 
control of the traffickers at all times



Parents Beware





Houston Sexually Oriented Businesses
(Illegal Massage Parlors, Strip Clubs, & 

Others)



È Covert Operations ðVice Division

ÁStreet Sweeps

ÁDecoy Operations

ÁBusiness Locations

È Overt Operations ðPatrol Division

ÁZero Tolerance 

ÁHigh Visibility



È Community Outreach and Awareness
È Trainings for 

LE/Medical/Providers/Dispatchers/Businesses
È Proactive òJohnó Buyer Stings (Demand)
È Proactive Covert Trafficking Operations
È Shaming (Demand)
È Diversion Program (HCDAO)
È State vs. Federal Prosecution
È Increased Criminal Penalties 
È Enhanced LE Technology 
È Victim Services  
È Code Enforcement
È Nuisance Abatement
È Holding business owners liable
È Local, State, and Federal LE Collaborative Effort 



Harris County Jail

Determine 

Victim Status

Serve Time

Drop Charge & Release

Pretrial Diversion

The Vice 

Conundrum






