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Subcommittee Questions 

• What opportunities are parents seeking 
when they choose not to send their 
children to Sycamore Community Schools? 

• Why do families return to Sycamore 
schools?  

• Identify trends: 
–Ages or years when switches occur? 

– Varying percentages of Sycamore students 
not attending public school?  
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Subcommittee Questions 

• Has the mix of public-private increased or 
decreased over the past decade? 

• Determine the top three reasons why a 
student switches between public and 
private schools 

• Recommend metrics and tracking options 
going forward 
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ENROLLMENT DATA 

FINDINGS 

Information gleaned from enrollment data for Sycamore Community 
Schools 
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*Parent and Family Involvement Survey of the National Household Education Survey Program 

National vs Local Enrollment Data 

Nationwide  % Sycamore % 

Public enrollment 86 (2009*) 86 (2011) 

Private enrollment 14 (2009*) 14 (2011) 

Percent of private school 
students enrolled in 
church-related schools 77 (2007*) 85 (2011) 
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School Withdrawal Process 

• Each school has its own form for withdrawal 

– Not all forms ask the reason for withdrawal 

– SHS form includes exit interview notes 

• …but no time available in guidance department 

• Reasons for withdrawal are not collected or 
reported upon in any consistent fashion across 
the district 
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Survey Creation & Administration 
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• 192 responses: 

– 187 in Sycamore Community Schools 

– 157 have school-age children (K-12) 

Survey Results Through 4/8/2012 
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Private schools 
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• Promote SHS strengths to SJHS parents 

• Record and compile data on reasons for 
withdrawal across the district 
– Develop one form to be used by all schools 

– Assess reason for withdrawal as a trackable 
metric, similar to survey 

• Assess emerging trends 
– Conduct exit interviews 

– Survey families at some             
period after withdrawal 

 

Recommendations 


