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What is the Science of Reading (SOR)?
The Science of Reading refers to 50+ years of interdisciplinary 
research that documents and describes how children develop 
reading and writing skills and competencies and the principles and 
practices for research-based instructional design and opportunities 
to learn. SOR is not a single approach or entity.  It refers to a large, 
diverse body of evidence that should be used to inform curriculum 
and pedagogy (NYSED 2024).

University of Florida Literacy Institute video
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https://youtu.be/cnkJ6VvDr2M?si=feymPJyXB6S-GAXG


The Big Six:
Skills and competencies
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The Active View of Reading
Duke and Cartwright, 2021



What direction has NYSED provided?
Link to NYSED

 Literacy Briefs
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https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/literacy-briefs
https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/literacy-briefs


Where do we find SOR in our curricula and instruction?

● Revised K-2 Units of Study - Supporting Research for new TC Units of Study
● 3-6 focus (as grade and skill appropriate) on phonemic awareness, phonics, 

word-study, and spelling in addition to the grades 3-6 Reading and Writing 
Units of Study

● Multisensory structured literacy programs including Wilson and 
Orton-Gillingham 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BgSa2e3gWMP8a79WJh8LNusH2aJm6e6k/view


What about Governor Hochul’s announcement earlier this year?

● Governor Hochul will propose legislation to ensure evidence-based best practices 
are used in schools throughout New York

● To help students and support teachers, a $10 million state investment will train 
20,000 teachers in “Science of Reading” instruction

● SUNY and CUNY Microcredential Program for teachers will expand to ensure the 
next generation of educators utilize evidence-based best practices
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Next steps towards teacher and student growth:

● Continue to support teacher cohorts as they complete certification in Wilson and 
Orton-Gillingham

● Continue to support staff in obtaining the SUNY New Paltz Science of Reading 
Fundamentals Microcredential and other professional learning around the Science 
of Reading

● Utilize the NYSED Literacy briefs to audit our curricula and instruction K-12 
● Refine our MTSS process to address student learning needs with increased 

precision
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Questions?
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