
For Parents & 
Caregivers



Hello Parents & Caregivers!
Thanks for coming on this teaching/learning journey with us! Here are a few activities 

to help supplement you. Use as you wish, these are totally optional.
We appreciate you!
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Videos
Writing with Your Children at Home
In this video, Heather shares some of the ways she creates authentic opportunities for writing with her seven year old daughter. 
From lists and weekend schedules to apology letters and love notes, this video will provide you with a wealth of ideas for “taking the 
mundane and making it marvelous!” 

● How you can Support Your Child’s Writing Development at Home (Grades K-2)

Writing Homework: The Writer’s Notebooks
Lisa shares ways to help writers in grades three and up work on their writing at home. She starts by explaining to us all, “What is a 
writer’s notebook?” She then gives lots of suggestions for utilizing the notebook at home.

Finding Real Purposes for Writing at Home: List Making
In this video, Amanda works with Alex to co-create a shopping list for a birthday party. You’ll get ideas for ways to find real and 
authentic purposes for writing at home, such as making a shopping list together, writing a letter to grandparent, or creating a sign for 
the door.

Ways to Support Your Child’s Spelling Development
In this video, Cindy shares ways to support your child’s spelling development  She helps clarify the approximations you see your 
child making as they learn how to spell words. Cindy shows  you how to help your child access spelling strategies to help them spell 
on their own, even if it is an approximated spelling.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OMDNNpl4YpbidDau3SgUnY4PJtkjOLWqWh3m0V5IMUk/edit?usp=sharing 

https://vimeo.com/268061551/b71eede8da
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQGIWo54qcs
https://vimeo.com/268061255/b15830f5f2
https://vimeo.com/268061210/03150d389b
https://vimeo.com/268037645/32d4559fb0
https://vimeo.com/268061255/b15830f5f2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OMDNNpl4YpbidDau3SgUnY4PJtkjOLWqWh3m0V5IMUk/edit?usp=sharing


Videos
Playing with Letters and Sounds
Learn some best practices around phonics acquisition with this video. Natalie gives ways that you can get letters into students hands 
in playful ways. Natalie gives practical tips to get even the youngest children reading and writing playfully in ways that will support 
their letter-sound knowledge.

Help Your Child Spell at Home with Inventive Spelling
One Word (candle)
Two Words (birthday cake)
Spelling Video for Parents (K-2)
When your child is beginning to learn how to write, they will go through some predictable stages in spelling. Many parents ask, 
“Should I correct my child’s spelling? Should I tell them how to spell?” In this video, Amanda practices with Alex, stretching out the 
sounds, slowing the word down, to hear more sounds. When you are helping your child with spelling, you can do the same. This will 
give them more confidence for when they are writing in class throughout the day.

Making Spelling Fun with Games
In this video, Natalie harkens back to games we all know and love, Boggle, Bananagrams, Scrabble, reminding us that playing those 
games with our children will help them think about and experiment with words, a cornerstone of spelling development. Natalie 
reminds us that we can connect with our students around spelling and words in meaningful ways.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OMDNNpl4YpbidDau3SgUnY4PJtkjOLWqWh3m0V5IMUk/edit?usp=sharing 

https://vimeo.com/268061315/e242bdf962
https://vimeo.com/268037949/079f37e292
https://vimeo.com/268037978/576ece048f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkhhIYfuTzU
https://vimeo.com/268061440/5b437692cf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OMDNNpl4YpbidDau3SgUnY4PJtkjOLWqWh3m0V5IMUk/edit?usp=sharing


maybe instead of in the 
car you can do around 

the 
house/neighborhood...
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Snap Words (Kindergarten, 1st Grade).

These are words that we’re 
working on being able to read 

and write.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF8jEjehAXSBv5w0t2x4pMF8GSk2noTR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OGFbdBQztTEO0QTXTHq97SEQ3-ebe7aN/view?usp=sharing


Reading @ Home Ideas
• Read bedtime stories...
(You read to your child and your child 
reads to you.)
• Have your child read the grocery list to 
you as you shop.
• Write down a recipe for your child’s 
favorite food. Then, read it together as 
you make it.
• Play a board game...(Have your child 
read all the playing cards to you.)

• Once is not enough. Encourage your child to 
re-read favorite stories. This helps to build 
fluency, speed and accuracy.
• Dig deeper! Ask your child questions about what 
they just read. Why do they think something 
happened? What else might have happened?
• Encourage your beginning reader to follow 
along with his/her finger on the words while 
reading and to sound out unfamiliar words.
• Be patient, correct gently and praise with 
enthusiasm.



Writing



What to Write...Spending time writing doesn’t always have to mean 
writing a story. Here are some other ways you can write.

❏ Label things around the house, similar to how 
teachers label things around the classroom 
(or just list them)

❏ Full name (first and last)
❏ Names of family members
❏ Names of friends
❏ Names of the kids in your class
❏ Phone number
❏ Address 
❏ Grocery list
❏ Make a map of your house and label the rooms
❏ Look outside and write all the things you see
❏ Write as many rhyming words as you can (can 

be real words or nonsense words)

❏ Make a Sign
❏ Write a Thank you Card
❏ Write a letter to

❏ Teacher/Principal
❏ Friend
❏ Parent
❏ Family member
❏ Celebrity/Athlete 

❏ Write as many Snap Words as you can
❏ Rainbow write → use a different 

color for each letter
❏ Sidewalk chalk
❏ White crayon on dark paper
❏ Paint

❏ Write about Things you love
❏ List things you’re thankful for
❏ Make a list of color words
❏ Make a list of your favorites

❏ Food
❏ Things to do
❏ Characters
❏ Places
❏ Books 
❏ Animals
❏ Games
❏ Holidays
❏ TV shows/movies



Remember to Celebrate!
Is there someone your child can share their writing with? 

Can they FaceTime a family member or friend?
Can their writing be displayed in a special way?
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