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Columbia Heights Public Schools 

 

Minutes of the 
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

May 23, 2023 
 
Chair Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Clerk Granlund called roll. 
Members present:   Ms. Granlund, Ms. Houle, Ms. Medearis, Ms. Mueller, Ms. Palmer, Ms. Pettway and 

Superintendent Stenvik 
Members absent: None  
 
HYLANDER HIGHLIGHTS 
The Board honored the Athena Award Winner Lilah Bergan and Oscar Eng Award Winner Mark Agudo Medina. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL/ADJUSTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE  

A. Approval of Agenda motion by Medearis, seconded by Pettway, to approve the agenda as presented.  
Motion Carried. 

B. Announcements 
• May 29, Mon. No School 
• June 8, Thur. Last Day of School 
• June 8, Thru. Graduation 
• June 13, Tue. 7:00 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting, Community Room 
• June 20, Tue. 5:30 p.m. School Board Work Session, Community Room 
• June 27, Tue. 7:00 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting, Community Room 
 

COMMUNICATION TO THE BOARD – Karissa spoke as the Teachers Local 710 President and thanked the 
board.  Brenna spoke about the need for the levy and said there was a group of parents ready to help with getting the 
word out. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Granlund seconded by Palmer, to approve the action required for implementation of the items on the 
consent agenda. Personnel Report of April 25, 2023.  Approve the employment of the following: Licensed: Mikayla 
Woebke: Change to: Special Education Teacher, VV; Karissa Ouren: Change to: ECSE Teacher, FC; Angela Noll: 
Change to: Elementary Building Substitute, HL/NP/VV; Dane Hodges: Change to: Art Teacher, CA; Tanner Olsen: 
Change to: 5th Grade Teacher, HL; Megan Hughes: Title I Teacher, IC.  Licensed – Conditional: Eliza Fultz: 1st 
Grade Teacher, VV; Alexa Zapata: Kindergarten Teacher, VV; Amanda Rosemeyer: ECSE Teacher, FC; Katrina 
Mitchell: PreK 4 Teacher, NP; Luis Saenz: Assistant Principal, CHHS. Support – Conditional: Silvia Hernandez-
Monroy: Youth Girls Lacrosse Camp Summer Coach; Laecretia Moallim: ECFE Assistant - Temporary, FC; Emma 
Benson: Summer Adventure Club Supervisor, FC. Support: Gabriela Pinzon Ixtlilco: Change to Food Services 
Substitute, DW; Scott Russell: Change to Food Services Substitute, DW; Ashley Klingenberg: Summer Adventure 
Club Supervisor, FC; Beatrice Carter: Lifeguard, CE; Andy Lozado: Summer Mini Adventures Aide, FC.  
Coach/Advisor/Additional Assignment: Matt Townsend: Youth HS Football Camp Summer Coach, CHHS; Matt 
Townsend: Youth CA Football Camp Summer Coach, CHHS; Matt Townsend: Youth Sampler Summer Football 
Coach ENCORE, VV/CA; Matt Townsend: Strength and Conditioning Coach ENCORE, CHHS; Billy Depies: 
Youth Wrestling Camp Summer Coach, CHHS; Ernie McNeal: Youth Wrestling Camp Summer Coach, CHHS; 
Casey Metcalfe: History Day Advisor, CA.  Leave Requests: Lynn Lindberg: Long Hour Cook, HL, requests 
FMLA from 5/2/23 for up to 4 weeks. Michelle Wermerskirchen: Educ Asst, VV, requests leave of absence from 
4/20/23-4/28/23. Bondo Nyembwe: Exec Director of Educational Services, DW, requests FMLA from 5/4/23 for up 
to 2 weeks. Christine Rodriguez-Xalate: Medium Hour Cook, CA, requests leave of absence from 5/1/23-5/16/23.  
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Isabel Rowles: Elem Teacher, NP, requests parental leave of absence for the 2023-2024 school year (after the 
conclusion of FMLA). Resignations/Terminations: Morgan Monette: School Psychologist, VV, Effective 6/30/23. 
Reason: Resignation. Change to 3/28/23 Personnel Report: Victoria Campoverde: Home School Liaison, CA, 
effective 4/19/23. Reason: Resignation.  Motion Carried unanimously.  
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
Motioned by Palmer, seconded by Houle: Whereas: Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “...receive, 
for the benefit of the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the purpose 
designated.  In that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for the benefit of the district, and for the 
benefit of pupils thereof.” 
 
Therefore: Be it resolved by the School Board of Columbia Heights Public Schools, Independent School 
District No. 13 that the School Board accepts with appreciation the contributions, detailed in the 
background, in the amount of $10,429.31. 
 
DETAILED BACKGROUND:  

MONETARY 
• The following donations were made to Valley View Elementary for the Valley View Fun Run: 

• Collin MK Anderson Agency - $100.00 
• Kiwanis Club Columbia Heights/Fridley - $200.00 
• Sage Auto Repair - $200.00 
• Valley View PTO - $250.00 
• Pizza Man of Columbia Heights - $200.00 
• RCN Inc. Columbia Heights Insty Prints - $100.00 

• The following donations were made to the Columbia Heights Activities Department by the  
Columbia Heights Athletic Boosters Club: 

• $2,000.00 – Track and Field 
• $1,500.00 - Baseball 

• The following donations were made to the Columbia Heights High School Scholarship fund: 
• Columbia Heights Police Association - $1,000.00 

VALUE IN KIND 
• Donation of light boards was made to Valley View Elementary by Donor’s Choose for Elementary 

art rooms.  Estimated value of $700.92. 
• Donation of reading supplies was made to Valley View Elementary by Donor’s Choose for Ms. 

Nelson’s class.  Estimated value of $326.39. 
• Donation of clothing and personal care items was made to Columbia Heights High School by the 

Columbia Heights Lions Club for student needs.  Estimated value of $1,750.00. 
• Donation of books, DVD’s and CD’s was made to Valley View Elementary by Mama Slamadama 

for Valley View library.  Estimated value of $1027,00. 
• Donation of pumpkins was made to Highland Elementary by John Sowada for student needs.  

Estimated value of $750.00. 
• Donation of hats and mittens was made to Highland Elementary by Fridley Campaign of Cheer for 

student needs.  Estimated value of $50.00. 
• Donation of books was made to Highland Elementary by Christine Holt for student needs.  

Estimated value of $75.00. 
• Donation of jackets was made to Highland Elementary by Heather Coleman for student needs.  

Estimated value of $200.00. 
 

Total fiscal year 2022-2023 monetary contributions to date: $116,989.20. 
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Roll Call Vote:  Granlund – Aye 
 Houle – Aye 
 Medearis – Aye 
 Mueller – Aye 
 Palmer – Aye 
 Pettway – Aye 
 
Resolution and Motion carried 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE BOARD  
Ms. Palmer attended the Expression art show, high school concert, tour of Valley View Elementary, work session, 
chair meeting and the Employee of the Year reception. Ms. Houle attended the work session, MSBA webinar, 
Valley View school tour and received treasure reports.  Ms. Pettway attended the field trip at Children Theatre, 
scholarship award ceremony, work session, track and field day, concert at Silverwood, North Park BBQ, tour of 
Valley View and the Employee of the Year reception.  Ms. Medearis attended the Academic Awards ceremony, 
Highland picnic, Columbia Academy open house, work session, Expression art show, Valley View tour, Employee 
of the Year reception, MSBA webinar, and had conversations with community members, board members and 
Superintendent Stenvik.  Ms. Granlund spoke with officer Farah, attended work session, Employee of the Year 
reception, toured Valley View, Expression art show, conversations with students, families, community members, 
connected with Senator Kunesh, phone calls with Superintendent Stenvik and members of the Board, Council 
Members Buesgens and Spriggs.  Ms. Mueller participated in the Executive Assistant interviews, attended the chair 
meeting, work session, track meet, Academic Awards night, tour of North Park with City of Fridley council, band 
concert, synchro swimming sections meet and end of year show.  She also stated that the whole synchro team is 
headed to State. She had conversations with Members Houle and Medearis, Superintendent Stenvik and community 
members. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Superintendent Stenvik has been keeping an eye on bills going through the legislature, had a meeting with Moody 
Financial, met on OPED Trust with Wells Fargo, she congratulated the Elementary Phy Ed teachers for all the 
planning for the track and field events that were well received.  She stated that Highland is participating in an 
educator exchange with teachers from Jamaica and those teachers are at Highland this week. She also had 
conversations with board members. 
 
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
The Board honored James Phillippi Columbia Heights Employee of the Year.  This is an informational item only. 
 
AVID (ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION) UPDATE 
Emily Gardner, Teaching and Learning Coordinator, Teachers Jennie Bradd and Dan Ronchak, and Student Bruce 
Arevalo Calle presented the Board with information on the AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination).  This is an informational item only. 
 
MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP (MSHSL) 
Activities Dir. Henderson presented information on the MSHSL Membership for 2023-2024.  This will be brought 
forward at a future meeting for approval. 
 
STUDENT SERVICES TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT - SECOND AMENDMENT 
Dir. Hennekens presented the Student Services Transportation Agreement – Second Amendment.  This will be 
brought forward at a future meeting for approval. 
 
LONG TERM FACILITY MAINTENANCE PLAN - COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 
Motion by Granlund, seconded by Houle, to approve Columbia Heights Public Schools 10-year Long-Term 
Facilities Maintenance Plan.  
 
Motion carried unanimously 
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NORTHEAST METRO 916 LONG TERM FACILITY MAINTENANCE PLAN RESOLUTION 
Motion by Palmer, seconded by Pettway, to approve The District 916 – Long-Term Facilities Maintenance Plan 
Resolution as presented.  
 

Resolution approving Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District’s long-term facility maintenance 
program budget and authorizing the inclusion of a proportionate share of those projects in the district’s 

application for fiscal year (FY) 2025 long-term facility maintenance revenue. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of School District No. 13, State of Minnesota, as follows:  
1. The school board of Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District has approved a long-term facility 
maintenance program budget for its facilities for the 2024-2025 school year (Pay 2024 Levy) in the amount of 
$431,950.00 of which School District No. 13’s proportionate share is $14,716.00 for pay as you go projects. The 
various components of this program budget are attached hereto and are incorporated herein by reference. Said 
budget is hereby approved.  
2. Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.53, subdivision 1, as amended, provides that if an intermediate school district’s 
long-term facility maintenance budget is approved by the school boards of each of the intermediate school district’s 
member school districts, each member district may include its proportionate share of the costs of the intermediate 
school district program in its long-term facility maintenance revenue application.  
3. The proportionate share of the costs of the intermediate school district’s long-term facility maintenance program 
for each member school district to be included in its application shall be determined by utilizing a blended rate 
where 25% of the rate is determined by multiplying the total cost of the intermediate school district long-term 
facility maintenance times the ratio of the member school district’s net tax capacity to the total net tax capacity of 
the intermediate school district and 75% of the rate is determined by multiplying the total cost of the intermediate 
school district long-term facility maintenance times the ratio of ADM utilization by district to the total ADM 
utilization. The inclusion of this proportionate share in the district’s long-term facility maintenance revenue 
application for fiscal year 2025 is hereby approved, subject to approval by the Commissioner of Education. Upon 
receipt of the proportionate share of long-term facility maintenance revenue attributable to the intermediate school 
district program, the district shall promptly pay to the intermediate school district the applicable aid or levy 
proceeds. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Granlund – Aye 
 Houle – Aye 
 Medearis – Aye 
 Mueller – Aye 
 Palmer – Aye 
 Pettway – Aye 
 
Resolution and Motion carried 
 
LEVY QUESTION #1 
Motion by Medearis, seconded by Palmer, to approve the Resolution to revoke an existing referendum revenue 
authorization and replace it with a new referendum revenue authorization in the dollar amount of $827 per pupil 
with an annual increase at the rate of inflation and to renew the existing capital projects levy and calling a special 
election thereon.  
Member Granlund asked to waive the reading of the resolution being ample copies available to the public. 
 
RESOLUTION RELATING TO DETERMINING THE NECESSITY OF REVOKING AN EXISTING 
REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW REFERENDUM 
REVENUE AUTHORIZATION AND RENEWING AN EXPIRING CAPITAL PROJECT LEVY 
AUTHORIZATION AND CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION THEREON 

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board (the Board) of Independent School District No. 13 (Columbia 
Heights Public Schools), Minnesota (the School District) as follows: 

It is hereby found, determined and declared as follows: 
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1. The Board has investigated the facts and does hereby find, determine and declare that it is necessary 
and expedient to: 

(a) revoke the School District’s existing referendum revenue authorization of $308.93 per pupil and replace 
that authorization with a new authorization of $827 per pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate of 
inflation.  The proposed referendum revenue authorization would be first levied in 2023 for taxes 
payable in 2024 and applicable for ten (10) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by 
law; and 

(b) renew its capital project levy authorization, scheduled to expire after taxes payable in 2024, in the 
amount of 5.67% times the net tax capacity of the School District.  The proposed tax rate is not being 
increased from the previous year’s rate.  The proposed renewal of the expiring capital project levy 
authorization will raise approximately $2,070,569 for taxes payable in 2025, the first year it is to be 
levied, and would be authorized for ten (10) years.  The estimated total cost of the projects to be funded 
over that time period is approximately $20,705,690.   
The money raised by the proposed authorization will be used to cover the following costs: 

• deferred maintenance projects at various district facilities, including Safety and Security 
improvements; tuckpointing; repair and replacement of casework, windows and doors; athletic facility 
improvements; roof repair and replacement; plumbing repair and replacement; parking and driveway 
improvements; repair of water damage and siding repair and replacement; and mechanical and signage 
improvements; and  

• acquisition, installation, replacement, support and maintenance of software, improved 
technology, technology systems, network and infrastructure, and related training.  
The projects to be funded have received a positive review and comment from the Commissioner of 
Education. 
The program will be commenced prior to November 7, 2028 which is a date not more than five (5) 
years from the date of the special election approving the capital project levy authorization.   

The question on the approval of the revocation of the existing referendum authorization and the new 
authorization proposed shall be School District Question 1 on the School District ballot at the special election held 
to approve said authorization.  The question on the renewal of the expiring capital project levy authorization shall be 
School District Question 2 on the School District ballot at the special election held to approve said authorization.  

2. The projects described in subparagraph 1(b) will be submitted to the Commissioner of Education of 
the State of Minnesota for Review and Comment.  Said projects and such submission are hereby approved by this 
Board.  The actions of the School District’s administration in applying to the Minnesota Department of Education 
for the Commissioner’s Review and Comment and taking such other actions as necessary to comply with the 
provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.71, as amended, are hereby directed, authorized, approved and 
ratified in all respects.  The Board’s determination to hold the election to approve the capital project levy renewal is 
contingent upon receiving: (a) a favorable Review and Comment; or (b) an unfavorable review and comment 
subject to the Board’s reconsideration, by resolution, of construction of the projects and the Board’s determination 
to proceed with such construction and approval by 60 percent of the voters voting in the election to approve the 
capital project levy renewal, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.70, Subdivision 4. When the 
Commissioner's Review and Comment is received, the Clerk is authorized and directed to publish a summary of the 
Review and Comment in a legal newspaper of general circulation in the School District not less than twenty (20) 
nor more than sixty (60) days before the special election date and the School District will hold a public meeting on 
the Review and Comment prior to the date of the election. 

3. The questions on the approval of the revocation of the existing referendum authorization and the 
new authorization proposed and the renewal of the expiring capital project levy authorization shall be submitted to 
the qualified electors of the School District at a special election, which is hereby called and directed to be held on 
Tuesday, November 7, 2023, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.     

4. The School District’s combined polling places and the precincts served by the polling places, as 
established and designated by resolution of the Board pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, are hereby 
designated for this special election. 

5. The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause written notice of the special election to be:  (a) 
provided to each County Auditor at least seventy-four (74) days before the date of the special election; (b) provided 
to the Commissioner of Education at least seventy-four (74) days before the date of the special election; (c) mailed 
to every taxpayer in the School District, at least fifteen (15) days but no more than forty-five (45) days prior to the 
date of the special election; (d) posted at the administrative offices of the School District, for public inspection, at 
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least ten (10) days before the date of the special election; and (e) published in the official newspaper of the School 
District once each week for at least two consecutive weeks, with the last publication being at least one week before 
the date of the special election.   

6. The Clerk is authorized and directed to acquire and distribute such election materials as may be 
necessary for the proper conduct of this special election.  If an optical scan voting system is being used, the Clerk 
shall comply with the laws and rules governing the procedures and requirements for optical scan voting systems.  
The Clerk is authorized and directed to acquire and distribute such election materials and to take such other actions 
as may be necessary for the proper conduct of this special election and generally to cooperate with election 
authorities conducting any other elections on that date.  The Clerk and members of the administration are authorized 
and directed to take such actions as may be necessary to coordinate this election with other elections, including 
entering into agreements with appropriate municipal and county officials regarding preparation and distribution of 
ballots or ballot cards, election administration, and cost sharing. 

7. The Clerk is authorized and directed to cause a printed ballot for the questions to be prepared in 
accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.08, Subdivision 5 and the rules of the secretary of state for use at 
the special election.  If an optical scan voting system is being used, the Clerk shall cause official ballots to be 
printed according to the format of ballots for optical scan voting systems provided by the laws and rules governing 
optical scan voting systems.  The Clerk is further authorized and directed to cause a sample ballot to be posted in the 
administrative offices of the School District, for public inspection, at least four (4) days before the date of the 
special election and to cause two sample ballots to be posted at each polling place on the date of the special election 
and to cooperate with the proper election officials to cause ballots or ballot cards to be prepared for use at said 
election.   

8. If the School District will be contracting to print the ballots for this special election, the Clerk is 
hereby authorized and directed to prepare instructions to the printer for layout of the ballot.  Before a contract in 
excess of $1,000 is awarded for printing ballots, the printer shall, upon request, furnish in accordance with 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 204D.04 a sufficient bond, letter of credit or certified check acceptable to the Clerk in 
an amount not less than $1,000 conditioned on printing the ballots in conformity with the Minnesota election law 
and the instructions delivered.  The Clerk shall set the amount of the bond, letter of credit or certified check in an 
amount equal to the value of the purchase. 

9.   The Clerk shall prepare and have ready for use absentee ballots at least forty-six (46) days before 
the special election in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 204B.35, Subdivision 4. 

10.         As required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 203B.121, the Board hereby establishes a ballot board 
to process, accept and reject absentee ballots at school district elections not held on the day of a statewide election 
and generally to carry out the duties of a ballot board as provided by Minnesota Statutes, Section 203B.121 and 
other applicable laws.  The ballot board must consist of a sufficient number of election judges trained in the 
handling of absentee ballots.  The ballot board may include deputy county auditors and deputy city clerks who have 
received training in the processing and counting of absentee ballots.  The clerk or the clerk's designee is hereby 
authorized and directed to appoint the members of the ballot board.  The clerk or the clerk's designee shall establish, 
maintain and update a roster of members appointed to and currently serving on the ballot board and shall report to 
the Board from time to time as to its status.  Each member of the ballot board shall be paid reasonable compensation 
for services rendered during an election at the same rate as other election judges; provided, however, if a staff 
member is already being compensated for regular duties, additional compensation shall not be paid for ballot board 
duties performed during that staff member's duty day. 

11.         The Board shall appoint election judges and alternates in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 204B.21.  The appointments will be made at least twenty-five (25) days before the special election. 

12. If the capital project levy renewal is approved, all proceeds from the capital project levy shall be 
deposited in the capital project referendum account which is a separate account in the School District’s general 
fund. All interest income attributable to the capital project referendum account must be credited to the capital 
project referendum account.  Money in the capital project referendum account may only be used for the costs of 
acquisition and betterment of approved projects.  The funds in the capital project referendum account may be 
accumulated and not be expended until sufficient funds are available, may be accumulated and not be expended 
until additional funds from a bond issue are available, or may be expended on an ongoing basis for approved project 
costs.  Any funds remaining in the capital project referendum account that are not applied to the payment of the 
costs of the approved projects before their final completion shall be transferred to the School District’s debt 
redemption fund. 
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13. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 206.83, the Clerk shall provide for testing of the optical 
scan voting system within the fourteen (14) day period before the special election and shall cause notice of the time 
and place of the test to be published in the School District’s official newspaper at least two (2) days before the test. 

14.      Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 206.85, Subdivision 1(6), the Clerk shall cause notice of the 
location of the counting center or the places where the ballots will be counted to be published in the School 
District’s official newspaper at least once within the week before the special election and in the daily newspaper of 
widest circulation, if any, once on the day before the special election.   

15. The special election shall be held and the returns made and canvassed in the manner prescribed by 
law and the Board shall meet on a date between the third day, November 10, 2023, and the tenth day, November 17, 
2023, after the special election for the purpose of canvassing the results thereof. 

16. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Minnesota Statutes, 126C.17, Subdivision 9(e) and Section 
205A.07, Subdivision 3a, the Clerk is hereby instructed to notify the Commissioner of Education of the results of 
the special election and to provide the certified vote totals for the ballot questions in written form within fifteen (15) 
days after the results have been certified by the Board. 

17. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 211A.02, Subdivision 6, the Clerk is hereby instructed to 
make any campaign finance reports filed with the Clerk by campaign committees within seven (7) days after the 
special election available on the School District’s web site as soon as possible, but no later than thirty (30) days 
after receipt of any such report.   The Clerk is further instructed to provide the Campaign Finance and Public 
Disclosure Board with a link to the section of web site where such reports are made available.  Such reports must 
remain available on the web site for four (4) years from the date first posted.   

 
Roll Call Vote:  Granlund – Aye 
 Houle – Aye 
 Medearis – Aye 
 Mueller – Aye 
 Palmer – Aye 
 Pettway – Aye 
 
Resolution and Motion carried 
 
BOARD TOPICS – Ms. Granlund stated the Editor and Chief of the Heights Herald had a piece chosen to be in the 
South Central Co Op book this year.  Ms. Pettway wanted clarification that there will be two questions on the ballot 
in November and the questions will be separate.  Ms. Medearis stated that Deb Vera won the MNSNA Manager of 
the Year award.  Ms. Palmer stated that North Park School for Innovation won the Project Lead the Way award, that 
both the Powwow and Valley View Fun Run are on June 3rd.  Ms. Mueller is sending good thoughts to the 
Synchronized Swimming Team going to State this week.  Ms. Houle asked for some clarification on the Board role 
during the Graduation Ceremony. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Having completed all of the items on the regular agenda, at 10:12 p.m. Chair Mueller adjourned the meeting. 
 

______________________  ________________________________________________ 
Date minutes approved   Mary Granlund, Clerk, Board of Education  

     Independent School District 13 
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