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Notice of Non-discrimination:  
The Bismarck Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disabil-
ity, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: 

Stacey Geiger, Human Resource Manager/Title IX Coordinator/Section 504 Coordinator 806 N Washing-
ton Street, Bismarck, ND 58501  
Telephone number is (701) 323-4071 
 

504 Child Find Notice: 
Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the District has a duty to identify, refer, evaluate and if 
eligible, provide a free, appropriate public education to disabled students. For additional information about the 
rights of parents of eligible children, or for answers to any questions you might have about identification, evalua-
tion and placement into Section 504 programs, please contact the District’s Student Section 504 Coordinator 
Stacey Geiger by phone at 701-323-4070 or by email at Stacey_Geiger@Bismarckschools.org OR Mike Yantes by 
phone at 701-323-4102 or by email at Mike_Yantes@Bismarckschools.org  
 

IDEA Annual Notification of Child Find:  
All children with disabilities residing with the boundaries of Bismarck Public Schools, including children with disa-
bilities attending private schools, regarding of the severity of their disability, and who are in need of special edu-
cation and related services, are identified, located and evaluated through the child find process. Anyone sus-
pecting a student, between the ages of 3 and 21, may have a disability, should contact the Bismarck Public School 
Special Education Director Danica Nelson by phone at 701-323-4029 or by email at Dan-
ica_Nelson@Bismarckschools.org  
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Everything you wanted to 

know about Centennial 
Elementary School ... From 

 A to Z. 
 

Michele Svihovec, Principal 
Lexi Joseph and Brenda Wray, Asst. Principals 

Heather Bullinger,  Head Secretary 
Deanne Willows, Asst. Secretary 

Andrea Bothun, Counselor 
Shyla Suchy, School Nurse 

    
Telephone:  323-4290            Fax:  323-4295 
 

BPS employee e-mail: 
firstname_lastname@bismarckschools.org  
 

Example: michele_svihovec@bismarckschools.org 
 
Our Mission:  “EMPOWER Every Learner to thrive.”  
 
Our Vision:  “Together, our strong relationships build 
inclusive, collaborative, and innovative environments 
that create agency and inspire a passion for learning, 
excellence, and discovery.”  
 
Our Values:  Excellence, Innovation, Inclusion, and 
Leadership 

 

Arrival  
Students should time their arrival at school between 8:15 and 8:30 if 
at all possible, unless eating breakfast which starts at 7:45.  Students 
should enter only by the main doors and either go to the gym or to 
the playground . A sun on the column in the hallway means the 
students go to the playground, and the cloud means they should go to 
the gym. If the wind chill falls below –15 degrees, students will remain 
indoors in the gym where there is adequate supervision.  

Students may not go to their classrooms before the 8:30 bell since 
that is a time for the teachers to prepare for the day.  

If students arrive after 8:35, they are counted tardy. Please check in at 
the office before going to your classroom.  Children who are tardy 
for school miss the most important part of the day.  Please make 
every effort to get your child to school on time.  If a student 
arrives more than one hour after the starting time for the 
morning or afternoon session, he/she will be counted absent for 
that half-day. 

Although the main doors to the school open at 7:30 AM, it is NOT in 
the child’s best interest to be dropped off long before the school day 
is scheduled to begin. If they do arrive early they will go to the gym 
until the supervisor arrives.   

Attendance  
Attendance at school is of the utmost importance; children learn 
best when they are actively involved in the classroom.  However, 
if your child is ill, it is in the best interest of the child and of the 
other children in the class that your child stays home.  The 
Attendance Policy requires that letters of concern be sent out 
after every 5th  absence. After the 15th absence or tardy, a 
parent meeting will be set up to develop a plan to improve 
attendance. If the 20th absence is reached, Child Protection Services 
will be contacted and a report filed for educational neglect.  

It is also important for children to be prompt, because the school day 
starts better for a child when he/she is on time.  Your child should 
arrive between 8:15-8:30 in the morning when there is the most 
supervision on the playground.  Classes begin at 8:35.  

• Please call the office (323-4290) before 8:30 if your child is 

going to be absent.  Please bring in doctor notes when 
appropriate.  

• If you know that your child is going to be tardy, prior 

notification is appreciated.  When students are tardy, it is 
important that they check in at the office upon arrival. If 
they are going to be more than 15 minutes tardy parents 
please walk them into the building.  

If you need to pick up your child before dismissal time, please come 
to the office to sign out your child.  At that time, we will call your child 
to the office where we will release him/her to you. We appreciate 
your cooperation in helping make our school the safest possible 
environment for your children. 

Bicycles  
Children may ride their bikes to school, but it is important that they 
lock them to the bicycle rack on the grounds.  The school is not 
responsible for damage to bicycles parked at school. 
Skateboards and scooters should also be stored at the bicycle 
rack by the lower playground. Bicycles may not park by the 
front doors.  

Book Fair  
The week of parent-teacher conferences is set aside as a fund-raising 
activity for our library.  Students may preview a large selection of 
books during one class visit and make their purchases at another 
time.  Book Fair date will be determined by our LMS, Mrs. Joseph.  

Parents are also invited to visit the Book Fair when they are in the 
school for the parent-teacher conference.  

Book Orders  
Many teachers send home book orders from various paperback 
companies from which students may order books at reduced 
prices.  Purchase of books is entirely optional and is done as a 
service to students and parents by the classroom teacher.  Your 
child’s teacher will let you know if they are doing book orders, 
and what the procedure they are using to order books. The 
option of ordering online seems to be the most preferred.  



Breakfast 
We will be serving breakfast from 7:45-8:15. The Cost to students is 
$1.45.  They have the choice of cereal, toast, string cheese, juice, 
fruit, and milk. They are required to take a minimum of 3 items, and 
are allowed to take up to 4 items. There is a cost for additional items. 

Building Use  
School sponsored groups are allowed to use the building after hours 
when scheduled online with a program called rSchool Today.  Certain 
building and district restrictions apply.  Please click the link for more 
details:  rSchool Today Link 

The Bismarck School District allows the gym to be used by Bismarck 
Parks and Recreation for after-school basketball and volleyball for  
grade 3-5 students.  

All groups using the building must sign an agreement; through rSchool 
Today. There is a fee to use the gym. Please see the secretary, Ms. 
Bullinger, if you have questions on how to make arrangements for 
gym use. Close supervision of students by the sponsoring group is 
essential.  The group is responsible for leaving the area clean after use 
and locking the doors.  

No student activities may be booked on Wednesdays in cooperation 
with the Ministerial Association.   

Clothing  
It is very important that students dress sensibly for the weather and 
in anticipation of the rapid changes in weather conditions that can 
take place during the day. Many children come to school inadequately 
dressed for the elements, not because they don’t have the proper 
clothes, but because they left home before checking the weather and 
the forecast. Shorts are permissible when the weather is warm, but 
they should be long enough to be appropriate for school attire. Our 
building is air-conditioned, so skimpy attire is neither needed nor 
permitted.  

Please make sure your child has a hat or hood, gloves or mittens, 
boots and a jacket or coat that closes properly for our cold winters. 
Boots are necessary for warmth, and because the playground can get 
muddy. Students are expected to play outdoors at recesses unless 
they have a note from a parent, so they must have adequate clothing 
for the elements.  

Centennial supervisors will be using the following chart as to what is 
appropriate for the temperature (this is with windchill):  

 50 or higher — no coat required 

 41-49  -  Light jacket or sweatshirt required 

 40 or below—coat required 

Basically, students should not wear clothes that serve as a disruption 
to the educational process. This means that students should not wear 
clothes that endanger the health and safety of other students (wallet 
chains, for example), that promote the use of tobacco, alcohol or 
other drugs, or that display objects, pictures, writing, designs or 
representations that are obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar or sexually 
suggestive.  

 

 

Computers 
All students are assigned a Chromebook to use while at 
Centennial. Students will be trained on the BPS acceptable 
use policy. If students violate this policy, they may receive 
an Elementary Major discipline citation.  

Counseling Program  
Our school counselor, Miss Bothun, conducts a lesson in each 
classroom every week for grades K-1, and every other week for 
grades 2-5. Issues such as peer relations, peer pressure, friends, 
decision-making and drugs and alcohol are some of the topics 
discussed.  

Students can also be referred for individual work with the school 
counselor. Parents are free to call the counselor if they have concerns 
about their children.  

Cold Weather/Winter Storms  
Students are expected to go outdoors unless otherwise directed by a 
teacher or parent. When the wind chill falls below –15 degrees, 
students will be required to stay indoors. Students should 
report to the gym upon arrival where there will be 
adequate supervision.  

If severe weather worsens during the day, students will be 
permitted to leave only with parents, older siblings or with 
parent-designated drivers. School will not be closed once 
the day has begun.  

 

Communication  
We use a variety of methods to keep our families informed. Teachers 
communicate with notes, newsletters, facebook, or telephone calls. 
You will receive information on this communication from your child’s 
teacher. Many teachers also use their e-mail as a form of 
communication. Generally, a teacher’s e-mail address is 
firstname_lastname@bismarckschools.org.  

Centennial does have a website with information about our school. 
You may click this link or go to Bismarck Public Schools, and click on 
the link for individual schools. Monthly newsletters are posted on our 
school website. Parents will also get a notification of the newsletter 
through a Power Announcement that will be sent to the email 
address on file. This newsletter contains important information about 
school activities, and other newsworthy items of interest.   

We also have a School/PTO Facebook page titled Centennial 
Elementary PTO. This is a private group. Here is the link for you to 
join: Centennial Elementary PTO   

Lastly, we have an Stakeholder Input Form if you would like to give us 
feedback, report something, share ideas or leave a solution to an 
issue. Here is the link: Stakeholder Input Link 

Complaints  
It is important to keep lines of communication open between the 
school and home, especially when difficulties or misunderstandings 
arise. Problems are best solved as close as possible to the source; 
therefore, it is wise to discuss the concern first with your child, then 
with your child’s teacher.  

https://www.bismarckschools.org/Page/849
https://www.bismarckschools.org/centennial
https://www.facebook.com/groups/372325239563367
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScw67dhGgsBQ3_kXSWreaMaFdqqmgjkiyHaC9NFTcwbVE49GQ/viewform


If satisfaction is not reached at that level, a call or visit to the principal 
may be warranted. Finally, if the problem has not been resolved, Mr. 
Barnhardt, Assistant Superintendent, may be contacted. He will work 
with the Superintendent to help resolve the issue.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the school when you have concerns. 
We will do everything we can to iron out the difficulties. We want 
your child to feel safe, and have a rewarding experience at 
Centennial. 

Discipline  
The best discipline is self-discipline and we work hard to instill that 
concept in our students.  We follow the Roughrider 3:  

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe 
 

Additionally, our expectations fall into these major areas:  

• Students should play in a manner that does not interfere with 

the safety or activities of others. Rough play, tackling, pushing 
and shoving is not allowed. 

• Students should show respect for their peers as well as for 

people in authority.  They should be verbally and physically 
considerate of others. Bullying will be dealt with in a serious 
manner.  

• Students should use the halls safely, quietly and properly. 

School-wide expectations are posted throughout the hallways and 
classrooms of Centennial. Students who are not able to meet these 
expectations will be corrected by 30-second interventions, 
redirection, and written communication with the teacher and/or 
parent. Centennial uses Reteach Plans as a way for students to 
correct or solve a problem. We consider these teaching opportunities.  

 When students continuously “cross the line,” an Elementary 
Discipline Major will be issued so that parents can help us curtail 
inappropriate behavior. Harassment, physical aggression, weapons, 
illegal substances , and technology violations are examples of bottom 
line behaviors which could result in suspension. 

Centennial’s Discipline guidelines are aligned with the Bismarck Public 
School District. Our goal is to create a caring school community. Here 
are some basics of our beliefs: 

• We believe that children can understand and share commitment 
to caring and cooperation.  We believe in strengthening the 
child who offends so he will have less desire to hurt others.  
(Diane Chelsom Gossen) 

• Students behave as a result of the five basic needs: belonging, 

power, freedom, fun, and survival.  

• There are social skills and problem solving skills that will be 
taught and reinforced throughout the year through our Second 
Steps curriculum, and Conscious Discipline strategies.  These 
lessons promote a positive, safe community.  

• Staff members will use a variety of strategies when dealing with 
difficult behaviors. These strategies include effective questioning 
techniques, in which students monitor their own behavior, self-
regulation strategies, and the problem solving steps from our 
Second Steps Curriculum.  

• “Reteach” plans will be used to deal with inappropriate 
behavior. These plans help students become responsible  for 
their own behavior. Students learn positive ways to deal with 

difficult situations. They are also taught to have an assertive 
voice when dealing with conflict by using the Conscious 
Discipline Time Machine.  

• Our goal is to meet all of our students needs, from academics to 
social-emotional growth. We want students to feel safe and 
connected as a student of Centennial.  

Dismissal / Student Pickup 

Students are dismissed at 3:05. Each grade level has an assigned door 
to exit the building. We encourage you to pick up your child promptly 
at 3:05. The buses park on the street in front of the school. The loop 
in front of the building is reserved for daycare vans and handicapped 
parking; please refrain from picking up students in this area. We 
recommend you park on the street. We have three Crosswalk Guards 
that will help students cross the street safely. Please refrain from 
dropping off or picking up your child in the North staff parking lot. Just 
a reminder parents are not allowed in the hallways by the classrooms. 
It is best to wait by the door your child’s grade level exits at the end 
of the day. A map will be sent out with this dismissal information. Our 
students’ safety is of high priority to us, please follow these 
procedures and cross at crosswalks only on the street and 
on the property in front of our school.   

Field Trips  (Study Trips) 

Teachers try to arrange meaningful study trips that 
coordinate with a unit of study. Trips to the legislature, 
Heritage Center, Capitol, the hospitals and the zoo are 
popular sites, but other meaningful trips are frequently 
arranged.  Each student must have written permission to participate 
in field trips.  When your child’s class is taking a field trip, you will be 
notified.  

Buses are the only option for transportation.  Parent drivers are not 
allowed to drive for field trips because of the safety to students.  

Friday Folders 
Many teachers have a Friday Folder, or a folder that goes home 
nightly. Please take the time to read the important papers that are 
sent home. Many times forms will need to be signed and returned. All 
classes have plastic folders provided by the school. These folders will 
not be replaced if lost, so please take good care of them so they last 
the entire year.  

Head Lice  
Unfortunately, head lice may appear in classrooms. Once we suspect 
head lice in a classroom, the school nurse or designated staff will 
check any student reported to possibly have head lice. If head lice are 
found, the teacher will be informed immediately, and the child will 
not use any shared headphones or related items. Parents of the 
student will be notified. A treatment of a special shampoo, removing 
the nits (eggs) and special precautions at home are necessary to 
prevent the lice from appearing again. Students should return to 
school the next day with the head lice treatment intervention having 
taken place.  The school nurse or other trained staff will recheck their 
child once a week for 2 weeks. Some Centennial classes have also 
taken preventive measures of using  large vinyl shopping bags to store 
students outerwear. This is a great way to keep things such as gloves 
from getting lost. They only cost $1 per bag. If you are interested in 
helping purchase the bags for your son/daughter’s class please visit 
with their teacher.  



Homework  
Homework generally falls into two categories: 1) to provide delayed 
practice of a lesson’s concept 2) to complete that which was unable 
to be finished in school.  

If your child struggles nightly with homework and/or spends an 
extraordinary amount of time completing assignments, a conference 

with the teacher is definitely in order.   

After consultation with the teacher, homework can be modified 
if the child is experiencing difficulty.  Please do not hesitate to 
call your child’s teacher if you are concerned.  

A good rule of thumb to follow is the ten-minute rule: ten 
minutes of homework for each grade in school.  For example, a 

second grader could handle 20 minutes while a fifth grader should be 
able to do 50 minutes, if necessary.  

If your child is ill, the teachers are very accommodating about make-
up work.  Please consult with the teacher about the amount of time 
allowed for make-up after an absence.  

Injuries  
While we do everything we can to make sure that children are playing 
safely and are properly supervised, accidents can and do occur.  We 
have a school nurse for 12 hours a week.  Our school secretaries also 
do a great job of fixing up injuries.  All head injuries, no matter how 
trivial, are reported to the school secretary. The secretary or nurse 
will call parents on all significant head injuries. If we feel your child 
may need medical attention or needs to go home, you will be notified. 
Parents will not be notified for minor scraps and bruises.  

The school does not provide medical insurance benefits for school-
related injuries. If your child has been injured at school but has not 
reported it to his/her teacher or to office personnel, please call the 
school so that the injury can be recorded.  

Invitations  
While it is cheaper to pass out party invitations at 
school, feelings would be spared if they were mailed or 
personally delivered to the recipient outside of school.  It is 
understandable that not all children in the classroom can be invited to 
a child’s party, but being discrete about such plans will ease the pain 
of not being included.  

Learning/Behavior Problems  
If you suspect that your child may have a learning disability or if you 
know that your child is having behavior difficulties at school, consult 
the teacher as soon as possible.  If the teacher has already contacted 
you, please make every effort to understand the concerns and we will 
work together to make decisions that are in the best interest of the 
child. Your involvement from the very beginning is of great 
importance to your child and us.  

Teachers will request help in developing meaningful adaptations and 
strategies during collaboration time. A weekly PLC time serves as a 
time for teachers to look at all the available resources, the student’s 
needs, and write an intervention plan. This plan is an early 
intervention, which means that we will provide one on one help in a 
certain academic area to try to bring the student up to grade level. It 
is kind of like a special tutor time.  

At least 4-6 weeks are needed to determine if the suggested 

strategies have been helpful.  If not, the teacher may consult with a 
team, including people who can help in assessment of the child’s 
learning.  Before any individual testing is performed, the parent is 
given prior notice and must give written permission for evaluation. 
We want parents to be involved in every decision regarding their 
child. 

Levels of Service / Gifted Program 
Centennial has the service of a resource teacher, Mrs. Smith, who 
assists teachers in meeting the gifted needs of students.  The program 
will look different this year due to staffing. BPS will continue 
improving the GE programming and supporting all students.  

Library  
Each child has the opportunity to check out books from our library.  
We have a library assistant (Mrs. Suko) on duty from 8:30 - 3:30 daily, 
while a library media specialist (Mrs. Joseph) is here helping with 
technology, student research and teacher support. Mrs. Joseph does 
an LMS lesson in every classroom every week for 30 minutes.  

Students are responsible for lost and damaged books.  

Lost and Found  
There are two lost and found areas. One is located by the NW 
doorway, and the other is by the SE doorway.   Students are asked to 
check the bin for missing articles.  Very small articles, like jewelry or 
glasses, are kept in the office.  Check with the school secretary.  It is 
helpful if you write your child’s name on the tags of coats and 
sweatshirts.   

At the end of the year, all unclaimed items are sent to a local charity 
on June 1st.  If you think your child is missing a piece of clothing, 
please check the lost and found bin before that time.  

Lunch  
This year we are holding recess before lunch for grade 5; and after 
lunch for grades K, 1, 2, 3 and 4.  For grade 5, we find that playground 
issues seem to dissipate during lunch and are not carried back into 
the classroom.  
Students have a choice of the regular hot lunch menu, or a second 
choice option for the main entree. Additional milk can be purchased 
for 40 cents.  A student lunch is $2.35.  

Children may be bring a cold lunch from home. We do ask that you do 
not send carbonated beverages (soda pop) to accompany your child’s 
meal, juice is permitted.  We also do not allow parents to deliver 
lunches from local fast food restaurants to their children for lunch.  It 
would be better to take the child out for lunch instead.  

We do have a few students with peanut/nut allergies, so there is a 
table in the lunchroom that is peanut and tree nut free to 
accommodate their needs.  

If you wish to join your child for lunch, you may do so at a cost of 
$4.00 per meal for each additional family member.  This cost is 
subject to change. A child’s birthday is a great time to make an 
appearance.   Please call the office before 8:30 to make your meal 
selection, then stop by the office before lunchtime to check in and 
pay for your meal.  

You may add money to your child’s account at any time to cover extra 
milks. You may send a check to school, or go online to pay using a 
credit card. You may find the MyPaymentsPlus Link on the BPS 
website.   

https://www.bismarckschools.org/Page/3255


Medications  
School personnel may not dispense medication unless authorized in 
writing by the parent. Forms are available upon request in the office 
or in your Powerschool account.  Medicine needs to brought to school 
by the parent and should be in its original container along with the 
authorization form.  

Students capable of administering their own asthma inhaler 
medication are allowed to do so in their classrooms, but an 
authorization form must be submitted to the office. Epi-pens for 
bee stings or severe allergic reactions may also need to be kept in 
the classroom or with the student if stated on the appropriate 

authorization form. Students who require an inhaler or epi-pen must 
have appropriate health plans completed. Our school nurse will work 
with you on this plan.  

Parent-Teacher Conferences  
Centennial holds two evening conference dates in October and 
February/March. This means that there is no school, nor will teachers 
be present, on the day that is designated as Parent Teacher 
Conference day on the school calendar.  
 A few weeks before conferences, you will receive a letter to schedule 
a time with teachers through PTC Fast.  If you have more than one 
child you will be  given a first opportunity to pick dates and times for 
conferences.  

Since we schedule these back-to-back for your convenience, it’s 
important that all conferences be kept on schedule.  If after 15 
minutes, you feel you have a need for more time with the teacher, 
please ask to schedule a visit at another time.  

Parent-teacher conferences are vital to school communication and 
student success.  Please make every effort to attend. Most employers 
are very cooperative about releasing parents from work to attend 
parent-teacher conferences, but since we schedule our conferences 
after 3:30, it is usually not much of a problem for most families.  We 
pride ourselves on a high percentage of parents attending 
conferences!  
Parking  
The area to the North of the school is reserved for teachers to park. 

Please do not park in this lot to drop off or pick up your child. The 
loop in front of the school is to be only used for drop-off in the 
morning, but is reserved for buses and daycare vans after 
school. Please arrange for your child to be picked up on 
one of the side streets by Centennial.  We have crossing 
guards at three different locations to assure safety of 
children crossing the street. Do not stop in the middle of 
the street.  This encourages children to cross moving traffic, creating 
very dangerous situations. In the morning please encourage your 
children to use the crosswalks as they make their way to the 
playground. Do not allow them to cross the parking lot unless using 
the designated crosswalk.   
Parties  
Three school-wide parties are held throughout the year: Halloween, 

Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  There is also an end-of-the-year 
picnic in May.  

Lower grades frequently ask for help from room parents, while 
the older grades plan and prepare menus on their own. Each party 
should include no more than one food or beverage that does not 

meet nutrition standards.  Students may be asked to take a turn at 
hosting one of these parties.   

If you have religious reasons for not allowing your child to participate 
in these classroom parties, please inform the teacher at the beginning 
of the year. 

PowerSchool 
Parents have the opportunity to keep track of their child’s progress by 
reviewing their current grades online.  In order to do this they need to 
request a PS login from the school office.  This login and password will 
follow them through all their years in Bismarck Public Schools. If you 
do not have a Username and Password, please contact the school 
office.  

PTO 
All parents and teachers are invited to join our Parent-Teacher 
Organization. PTO works to enhance children’s educational 
experience. The PTO meets the second Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 pm. You are welcome to attend this meeting. I invite you to get 
involved at our monthly meetings, volunteer at events, provide input 
and feedback, and join the Centennial Elementary PTO Facebook 
page.  

This group promotes and supports our students attending Centennial 
Elementary. They organize activities that help provide resources that 
are not provided by the district. Some of the activities they sponsor 
are Grandparent’s Day, a fall fund-raiser, pastries for parents, art and 
ice cream social, staff appreciation week, as well as many other 
projects.   

PTO provides financial support to the staff and students of our school 
in the form of technology, library materials, classroom supplies 
playground equipment, and etc.   

A special thanks to parents for your support to make Centennial a 
great school. 

School Photographs/Memory Books  
A professional photographer  takes head shots of all students in the 
fall; a class photo will be taken in Spring of the year.  Photo packages 
are available for sale to parents. This year we will be using Phyne 
Photography from Mandan. 

The PTO will publish these individual photos in our annual year 
book available for sale in the spring of the year.  

Snacks / Birthday Menu 
It is permissible for students to bring snacks to school.  However, 

students are encouraged to bring something healthy to eat. The 
Healthy Snack List provides recommendations for a light snack 
appropriate for fueling young bodies and minds and is available on 
the Centennial website. You should have received this list the first 
week of school. Many children enjoy bringing treats on their 
birthdays, but in accordance with the district’s nutrition policy, we 
have decided to provide other options for birthdays instead of treats.  
On the student’s actual birthday, they will get to choose from a menu 
of activities. More information will be forth coming in a birthday 
brochure from the classroom teacher.  Please do not allow your child 
to bring soda, sunflower seeds and gum to school.  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/372325239563367


School Day 

Staying after School  
If a teacher needs a student to stay after school to finish work or for 
disciplinary reasons, the parent will be notified if it will be later than 
3:15.  No child will be kept after 4:00 unless involved in sports or  a 
music practice. 

Student Council  
Each classroom in grades 4-5 elects a representative to the Student 
Council.  Members meet monthly with the student council advisors to 
discuss school matters. The group brings concerns of fellow students 
and tries to come up with meaningful solutions to problems.  They  
help with school events throughout the year, and also may do a 
community service project.  

Telephone  
There are telephones in each classroom, but calls will not be 
transferred during instructional periods. Please do not call the school 
and ask to speak to your child; this will interrupt important classroom 
instruction.   
Students may use the classroom telephone only with the teacher’s 
approval. Parents are asked to make after-school arrangements with 
their children before they leave home.   

If your child calls you and asks you to bring a forgotten book, shoes, 
assignment, etc., please do not ask your child to wait for you by the 
door.  He/she is missing valuable class time; it is better to deliver the 
item to the office and we will call the child down to pick up item.  

Students may not use cell phones during the school day.  Cell phones 
must be kept in the child’s backpack during the school day and must 
be turned off. The only exception to this is in the morning when they 
are waiting to be dismissed for recess.  

If you would like to give a message to your child for after 
school please contact the office and they will make sure they 
get the message at the end of the day.  

Visitation 
All visitors to our school must check in at the office and receive a 
visitor’s badge. Parents/Guardians may visit their child’s classes on 
school days for a particular reason, but are subject to advance 
approval of Mrs. Svihovec. Only supervisors are permitted on the 
playground for safety reasons.  

 

Volunteers 
We have many volunteers throughout the year for many reasons. 
They may help a teacher in the classroom, help supervise on a field 
trip, be a WatchDog, or generally assist with school activities. 
Volunteers do need to fill out a volunteer form and may be subject to 
a background check. Please visit with the office on how to do this.  

 
 
 

Thank you for all the support and 
commitment to Centennial Elementary.  

 
Together we can make school a 

successful experience for all children.  
 
 
 

First bell rings 8:30 AM 

School begins 8:35 AM 

Kindergarten Lunch & Recess  11:55;     12:15-12:35 

Grade 1 Lunch & Recess 11:35;     11:55-12:15 

Grade 2 Lunch & Recess  12:07;      12:27-12:47 

Grade 3 Lunch & Recess  11:45;       12:05-12:25 

Grade  4 Recess & Lunch  12:20;     12:40-1:00 

Grade 5  Recess & Lunch             12:27;      12:07-12:27 

Grade K Recess 9:55-10:10 

Grade 1 Recess 10:15-10:30 

Grade 2 Recess 10:00-10:15 

Grade 3 Recess 1:45-2:00 

Dismissal 3:05 PM 

*Please note some classes 
have a flex recess so go out 
for recess at a different 
time. This varies by day.  

 


