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“Nature filled pathway 
toward the lobby.” 
-Owen

“Water adds a calming 
sound and feeling ... the 
wallpaper is reminiscent 
of water ripples and is 
inspiring and colorful.”

“A plant wall is one thing that I 
feel is a must in the new school. 
1: plants filter the air and it can 
help for us to breath more clean 
air. 2: It brings in a connection 
to nature that students lack.” “Hallways with a nice 

bright view of nearby 
nature would be very 
appealing to see.”

“Thinking Trees.” - Callie

“Learning opportunity... 
filtration through the 
layers of steps.” - William

“Existing apple 
trees.” - William

Trails to courtyard and 
pond. -Louise

Science faces courtyard 
with a tree buffer. - Louise

“Use as a lunch 
option.” -Giulia

“Greenery everywhere.” 
-Giulia

“Nature park (like the pond 
that currently exists in our 
school).” - Elliott

“Make the courtyard con-
nect to Springbrook 
through paths.” - Dan

“Paths connect science 
classrooms with the 
courtyard.” - Dan

“To fix the hallways, 
we can make them 
wider and taller with 
more natural light to 
make it feel bigger.” - 
Evan and Tony

“School mascot statue/
social space.” 

“Add a safe bike parking 
spot.” - Dan

“Outdoor display of 
student work.”

“Having a circular lobby 
allows for a more central 
gathering areas.” - 
Andrew and Bhavesh 

“Lobby is open and full 
of lighting.” -Kaj

“There could be pavement 
to test things in science.”

“I think there should be a 
water feature or fountain 
for eveyone to meet 
people who don’t go to 
the school.” “I think this should be 

an outdoor commons 
and an area for lunch.”

WATER
ideas about

SOCIAL AREAS
ideas about

NATURE
ideas about

LEARNING
ideas about

CONNECTIONS
ideas about

ENTRY
ideas about

STUDENT REFLECTIONS ON THE FUTURE LAKE OSWEGO MIDDLE SCHOOL

STUDENT REFLECTIONS ON THE FUTURE LAKE OSWEGO MIDDLE SCHOOL

STUDENT REFLECTIONS
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MEADOW

FOREST

ECOTONE
SCHOOL

springbrook creek basin
PUBLIC

tryon creek basin

drainage
ridgeline

basalt ridgeline

basalt ridgeline

drainage
ridgeline

SITE CONCEPT / AERIAL VIEW LOOKING WEST

LAKE OSWEGO MIDDLE SCHOOL
CONCEPT  CHARACTER VIGNETTES

AERIAL VIEW, LOOKING WEST

ENTRY RIDGE ESCARPMENT, LOOKING TOWARDS RIDGELINE CREST

OAK SAVANNA SEATING NESTS, LOOKING EAST
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1

2

ENTRY RIDGE ESCARPMENT

BASALT RIDGELINE CREST

CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Rocky, exposed accent with wet seeps
• Emergent landscape: pioneer species, changing
• Artful school entry, welcoming
• Evocative of historic mining patterns
• Small rivulets of run-off water along pathways
• Small, densely planted trees, emergent meadow,   

 and wet-loving coniferous trees

CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Rock outcrop ridgetop screen
• Courtyard connection, entry, threshold
• Prospect
• Celebratory

3 OAK SAVANNA CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Leeward: sheltered, dry
• Legacy landscapes: big trees, open spaces
• Places to linger
• People perches
• Ecological niches
• Soft materials, soft paths
• Seating nests & Adirondack chairs
• Oregon oaks, ponderosa pines, small     

 flowering trees, and meadow

4 GARDENS OF PRODUCTION CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Student stewardship
• Learning landscapes, outdoor classrooms
• Restoration nursery for Springbrook Park
• Fruit orchard

5 LEARNING LOOP CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Forest restoration
• Learning landscapes, outdoor classrooms
• Inspire curiosity
• Prompt discovery
• Douglas-fir, western hemlock, big leaf maple,  

 vine maple, ferns, and Oregon grape

6 HAMMOCK GROVE CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Swinging, socializing
• Refuge
• Small flowering trees and meadow

7 RIDGELINE PLAY CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Extension of basalt ridgeline
• Linear rope courses
• Climbing, balancing, sitting, socializing
• Covered play
• Group sports
• Small pioneer trees

10 CELEBRATE SPRINGBROOK PARK CHARACTER OF PLACE
• Highlight threshold and surrounding context
• Inform community connections

LAKE OSWEGO MIDDLE SCHOOL
CONCEPT SITE DESIGN
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THE FOREST

THE MEADOW

TRILLIUM

OREGON 
GRAPE

SKY TO
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Color palette
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Color palette

the flowers of springbrook park

THE RIDGE

SITE + BUILDING CONCEPT
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LAKE OSWEGO MIDDLE SCHOOL
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meadow
large scale/ color

ridgeline
dimensional/ material

Precedent Images

Precedent Images

ENVIRONMENTAL GRAPHICS
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ridgeline
dimensional/ material
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VIEWS OF ACADEMIC CORRIDOR
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VIEWS OF LARGE LEARNING STUDIOS
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VIEW OF SOUTH COMMONS
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MATERIAL + COLOR PALETTE


