Lesson

Study the definitions of the words. Then do the exercises that follow.

avid adj. 1. Having a strong desire for, to the point of greed.

av'id  Avid for the attention of their babysitter, the children shouted and tumbled
about on the floor.
2. Eager; enthusiastic.
Kiara is an avid skateboarder who spends each weekend at the park.

2 & Tellyour partner about a hobby or sport you are avid about.

brusque adj. Abruptin manner or speech; gruff.
brusk  The coach’s brusque speech at halftime showed how unhappy he was with
the players.

brusqueness n. The quality or state of being brusque.
With a brusqueness unlike her, Melanie ended the phone conversation.

concise adj. Shortand to the point.
kensis’  “No Shoes, No Shirt, No Service”is a concise way of explaining a dress code.

2 8 Makea concise statement to your partner about your plans tonight.

IEREREER)

cesrsreenee

demean v. To cause a lowering of self-esteem; to lower in reputation or character.
dimén’  Don't demean yourself by trying to act like those bullies.

demeaning adj. Degrading.
June felt that being scolded in front of her friends was demeaning.

despicable adj. Deserving contempt or scorn.

despik'abal  Stealing from the class treasury was a despicable thing to do.

emulate v. Totryto equal; to imitate.
em’'y6olat  Musicians around the world have tried to emulate Louis Armstrong’s soulful

trumpet playing.
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2 ® Talk to your partner about someone you try to emulate in an activity orin life.
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evoke
& vok’

v. 1. To call forth; to produce.

The mayor’s appeal for volunteers to clean up the park evoked a huge
response from people in my neighborhood.

2. To bring to mind, often by suggestion.

The tinkling notes from the music box evoked for me the carefree joys of
childhood.

evocative adj. (évik’a tiv) Creating something again, especially through the
imagination.

The costumes and music of the film were evocative of Paris in the 1920s.

22

excruciating
eks kr6o” shé atin

inaugurate
in &’ gyar at

pervade
par vad’

@

22

proprietor
prapri’ s tor
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2 Lessonl

Share with your partner a song that evokes good memories for you.

adj. Very painful.
The ointment soothed the excruciating burn on Dalip’s arm.

v. 1. Toinstall in office with a formal ceremony.

Presidents of the United States are inaugurated in January following the
November election.

2. To begin officially or mark the opening of.

On Tuesday, Mayor Ovalles inaugurated a new program to help the :oBm_mmm.
inauguration n. Theact of installing in office.

Governor Maitland was at her desk within hours of her 5»:@:.&._2_.

i3

v. To spread throughout.
Laughter pervades the house whenever Aunt Sara
pervasive adj. Spreading throughout.

Long after the fire was mx::oc_m:ma the pervasive odor of smoke remained.in | ’
every room. g

S US.

Discuss with your parther some nm:\&.ﬁ odors you enjoy, such as froma :&i&w ] i
or from cooking a favorite food. ;

n. An owner of a store or other business. e
The proprietors of the 323855 shops planned a sidewalk sale for the fi an
weekend in June.

n. Afictitious name used by an author; a pen name. .
Female British authors of the nineteenth century often had to use a male
pseudonym in order to get their books published.

sesasrercecen R

B R

’

Tell your partner what your pseudonym would be if you decided to write a book 4
under a different name.
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8. (a) try to imitate that person (
! ; ¢) To emulate someone is to
(b) try to influence that person. (d) To demean someone is to : 8. My family needs to be able to recover quickly from misfortune to survive
in these difficult times.

|
9. The installation of the first president, George Washington, took place on !

9. Am_uv An evocative poem () is one that is difficult to understand. April 30, 1789.
(b) A concise poem (d) has the ability to bring back feelings.
10. Ernest Hemingway wrote in a style that was short and to the point. X
10. (a) To demean someone is to (c) reject that person.
(b) To rebuff someone is to (d) prai i
praise that person. i i
Applying Meanings
PR, Circle the letter or letters next to each correct answer. There may be more

than one correct answer.

1. Which of the following might employ a pseudonym?
(a) awriter (c) a president of a country

(b) a Supreme Court judge (d) a small business :

2. Which of the following can have a proprietor?

!
. . (a) acorner store () a small business ;
1. The swelling in Denise’s ankle was so painful that she could hardly (b) a small child (d) a government agency i
stand it. :
¥
3. Which of the following has resilience? 2
2. From Ms. Hernandez’s abrupt manner, the students understood (a) a person (c) alawn i
immediately that something was wrong. avid (b) a doormat (d) a question ¢
) . . brusque ¥ w
3. The 1930s was a very disturbed and agitated decade in European history. * concise 4. Which of the following can be pervasive? ‘
demean (a) time (c) fear u
4. When the lawyer attempted to harm the reputation of the witness by despicable (b) silence (d) a smell i
calling her a liar, the judge intervened. amulate _
. evoke 5. Which of the following can be inaugurated? .
5. Who is the person with the legal right to the oi:o_,m_._v of the furniture excruclating (a) apresident (c) a bad habit
business? : PR (b) a delivery service (d) a promise
' & Wi , pervade : s
. Without any explanation, Emi bluntly rejected Brandon's offer to help ) pep——" 6. Which of the following can be evoked?
change the tire. J m e — (a) aloose tooth (c) a happy memory
) g e (b) a grudging response (d) a broken ski pole !
. 7. Uncle Joshua used to be an eager and enthusiastic fan of the Hartford g i A
Whalers ,.:&_ the team moved to North Carolina and changed its name to 2 Hmmc m__; 7. Which of the following might suffer a rebuff?
the Carolina Hurricanes. . M _In_,i.E mlent. (a) an announcement (c) a proposal
(b) an attack (d) a friendly gesture ;
r Wordly Wise 3000 « Book8 5
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in return. But he brusquely asserted that his debts had been paid. He ordered
her to leave. After tking her grandchild out of the office, Momma returned

“.__.a stood her ground. She demanded that the dentist pay her a fair rate of
interest on the loans she had made him.

Finally, he handed over ten dollars,
a large sum in those days.

Only then did she depart, her dignity intact. She
traveled over thirty miles with her granddaughter to Texarkana, where the
nearest African-American dentist practiced.

When Angelou was eight years old, she and her brother went to live
with their mother in St. Louis. There her mother’s boyfriend abused her. He
threatened to harm Bailey if she told anyone. When Angelou became ill, her
mother discovered the despicable abuse. The boyfriend was brought to trial |
and convicted. But the shock of the experience left Angelou unable to speak
for several years.

In spite of her troubled and turbulent childhood, a spirit of optimism
pervades I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. In it, Angelou pays tribute to
those who helped and encouraged her. Among them was a neighbor named
Bertha Flowers. She gave Angelou books and introduced her to the pleasures
of reading poetry, drama, and great novels. As a result of Flowers’s influence,
Angelou became an avid reader. This led later to her dream of becoming
a writer. Four more volumes of autobiography and many collections of
poetry followed I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. All appeared under her
pseudonym, Maya Angelou, a name she began using in the 1950s.

It was a long and difficult road that she had traveled, but it led to the
presidential platform where she read her poem “On the Pulse of Morning” to
an audience of millions on that cold January day. Angelou had triumphed over
many difficulties, strengthened by the deep faith expressed in these lines from

the poem, “Lift up your hearts / Each new hour holds new chances / For a
new beginning.” She died peacefully in her sleep in 2014. A year later the U.S.
Postal Service issued a special Maya Angelou stamp to honor her memory.

» Answer each of the following questions with a sentence. If a question does

not contain a vocabulary word from the lesson’s word list, use one in your
answer. Use each word only once.

1. Why is it inaccurate to say that Momma was Mrs. Henderson's pseudonym?

Wordly Wise 3000 « Book 8
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concise

demean

despicable

] emulate
evoke
excruciating

inaugurate

pervade

I proprietor

pseudonym

T [[osmdonm_

) rebuff
RS B
. resilient

e

turbulent

beeeeee—

2. Why would you not use the word concise to describe the title of Angelou’s
first book?
\\l\\l\\\\\l\\\\\\\
\\\\

3. Why did Angelou compose “On the pulse of Morning"?
\\\\\\\
I\\\\\\I\\l\\l\l\\.\l

4. Why did Mrs. Henderson have to be knowledgeable about business?
\\I\I\\\I\\
\\\\\

5. Why was Momma desperate to get her granddaughtertoa dentist? ¥
\\.\\I\\\\\\n\l\.\l\\\. _
\\l\l\l\\\l\\l\\l\l\\

6. How did the dentist let Momma know that she was not welcome?
\\\
\\\I\\I\\l\\\\l\\l\ ‘

7. Why is Angelou’s mother's boyfriend someone one wauld not emulate?
\\\\\\\I\I\\\\\\\I\l
\\\\\\u\l\\

8. In what way did the dentist show despicable behavior?
\\I\\\I\\\\\
\\\

9, What is the meaning of evoke as it is used in the passage?
\\I\l\\\l\\\l\l\\l\\\n
\\\\\

10. What is one way that Angelou showed resilience in her life?

N

r— Ao

R ;o ;|
11. What was turbulent about Angelou’s life immediately after her parents’ divorce i
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